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What makes a good neighbour?
‘Never worry about numbers. Help one person at a time, and always start with the person nearest you.’
– Mother Teresa
Resource 2: Wi-fi password
‘A good neighbour is one who does not put a password on their wi-fi.’
Resource 3: School ‘neighbours’
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Your school is a community, and your fellow students and teachers are your neighbours during school time. What classroom and school rules help students to get along? What other aspects of school help students get along and understand each other?
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Resource 4: The brick through the window
This is an extract from a true story written in 2009 by a man living with his family in a Melbourne suburb.
I have never been good at violence. Not even at mild arguments. So when the brick came smashing through our bedroom window in the middle of the night, I leapt from our bed and screamed. Our children came running in, more worried and frightened by the noise I had made than by the brick or by the glass scattered on our floor. This is all history now. Well, not quite. As with all history, even when the telling is done, there are repercussions we are still dealing with, still pondering. My scream was instant but also premeditated. It was directed at whoever was throwing the brick, and we all knew pretty well who was doing that, because it was the second time it had happened in a week. I wanted the brick thrower to be chilled by my scream; to have the night marked not by the satisfying sound of breaking glass but by the unexpected sound of a man’s prolonged scream.
We had been living with violence and threats of violence from our neighbours for nearly five years. During this time, we had been talking to friends and family, hoping for useful advice or even some insights into our situation. Sometimes we were asking for protection …
In my mind, it all began when the young daughter of the family (we’ll call her H) came to visit us shortly after we moved into the street. We had moved to the street about the same time as them, so we were happy to make neighbourly contact. H, then at primary school, liked to play with our children. She would visit most afternoons, so often in fact that our daughter began to complain. Things drifted along.
One day, while H was playing outside in the street with a shopping trolley, she accidentally ran it into our car and put a small dent in the side. Our daughter, Sarah, had been watching this from the front window and told us, so we went to talk to our neighbours in the hope that would be more careful … The father, after matching the trolley to the dent, pulled money from his pocket and asked us how much we wanted, while the older daughter shouted at him that if her sister said she didn’t do it, she didn’t do it…
Extract from an article by Kevin Brophy originally published in Australian Book Review April 2009, no. 310. Reproduced with permission.


Resource 5: Which example is a good neighbour?
A good neighbour keeps to themselves and minds their own business.
A good neighbour is someone who you can call on if you need help.
A good neighbour is someone with children my age that I can hang around with.
A good neighbour does things for the local community.
A good neighbour shares things like a lawnmower and lemons from their tree.

Resource 6: Lost dog (facebook neighbourhood group)
[image: Image of an iPad with a social media conversation. It says: Helen Smith: Hello neighbours! I just saw a small white and tan dog running down Castle Ave (heading towards Westmeadows Rd). Not sure of breed, looked like some kind of terrier. I tried to catch it but no luck! Sam Roberts: I just saw a post from earlier today about a missing dog, could be the same one? Amal Khalid:I think I saw the same dog! Super fast, I couldn’t catch it either but was headed towards the park at the end of Francis St. May Phan:@Joseph Craig!! Joseph Craig: YES! This is my dog. Please share any more sightings, I am out looking for him now. Joseph Craig: UPDATE! Found safe and looking very pleased with himself after his big day of adventure. ]


Resource 7: Noisy neighbours
[image: Image of two smart phones with the following conversation: 
Neighbour 1:
Hey, just wondering, are you seriously mowing the lawn at 6:30 am?Neighbour 2:
It was getting long and I figured I’d beat the heat. But I can assure you I am keeping it very light and cheerful, nothing too serious! Neighbour 1:
Beat the heat? You’ve probably woken up the whole street! It’s rude and inconsiderate. Neighbour 2:
Rather than inconsiderate, why not consider it a complimentary alarm service? COCK A DOODLE DOO!Neighbour 1:
It’s Sunday morning! I wake up early all week, this is my one day to sleep in. Please stop. Neighbour 2:
‘Oh what a beautiful mooooooor-ning, oh what a beautiful day’.]
Resource 8: What is your level of generosity?
Good neighbours: Lessons from a loaf of bread is an online story about how people interacted with someone new in their neighbourhood. Reading time approximately 3 minutes.
Resource 9: Good neighbour stories from Huon Valley
This 5-minute video provides examples of how neighbours help each other in Huon Valley.
Resource 10: Dealing with difficult neighbours
Two neighbours work through conflict in this 2-minute video.
Resource 11: Make ‘neighbour’ a verb
This 5-minute video provides some tips about being a better, more-connected neighbour by ‘making neighbour a verb’.


Resource 12: Street libraries
[image: Image of a street library]
© AlphaLemur via Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 4.0.
Resource 13: Social experiment – know thy neighbour
This newspaper column explores the efforts of one man to get to know his neighbours better by inviting himself to stay at their houses. Reading time approximately 3 minutes.
Resource 14: ‘Know your neighbour’ social experiment
This 3-minute video shows a social experiment by a council in Singapore to bring people closer together.
Resource 15: What makes a good neighbour?
This TikTok 1-minute video shows people from Minnesota, in the United States, responding to the question ‘What makes a good neighbour?’
Resource 16: How well do you know your neighbours?
An insurance company asked Australians about what makes a good neighbour in this 4-minute video.
Resource 17: Keep the hedge
‘Love your neighbour, yet pull not down your hedge.’
–  English Proverb


Resource 18: The responsibility!
Read a short article about a neighbour who is sick of the responsibility of looking after his neighbours.
Resource 19: Happy neighbours
‘If my neighbour is happy, my own work will go easier, too.’
–  Macedonian proverb
Resource 20: New neighbours – what’s the go?
[image: Smart phone with the following text: 
Hello forum friends. A new family has moved into my street. When this happens, what is considered proper etiquette? Should our family bring a small gift to welcome them? Do we introduce ourselves? I feel like in my area we have started guarding our privacy and we aren’t as open towards introducing ourselves without fear of being seen as ‘nosy’. What do you think? I think they might have a different cultural background to mine. Do different cultures have different customs about neighbours? ]
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