Building a Sustainable Future: Protecting Communities 
Protecting communities by better preparing them for the disasters they will face, and responding quickly and effectively when they do occur, is the cornerstone of effective humanitarian action.  
Disasters can undermine, and even reverse, hard-won development progress. 
With 95 per cent of deaths from natural disasters occurring in developing countries, humanitarian emergencies have a disproportionate effect on poor and vulnerable communities. In 2011, disasters claimed over 29,700 lives, impacted 206 million people and inflicted a record $366 billion in economic damages.
Australian investment in disaster risk reduction can help partner countries save lives, reduce the costs of responding to disasters, protect their economies, and safeguard critical infrastructure. In 2010 alone, humanitarian action accounted for 11 per cent of Australia’s official development assistance and covered a broad range of areas including food assistance, disaster risk reduction, mine action and emergency response in more than 60 countries.

Box 1: Preparing for disasters in Indonesia
Australian aid has supported a pilot program in eastern Indonesia, in which community groups identified where people live and the types of buildings in the region. Using a free wiki world map called OpenStreetMap, which was available for download and input by all in the community, the data collected helped disaster managers identify areas most at risk and prepare for potential disasters. 
“It’s amazing to be able to identify health centres with just one click and instantly work out how far away it is from people who need it most,” said Dedy, a community participant who identified how to protect his village from flash floods. 
“Thanks to our mapping work, I now know where the water piping and drainage should be and will be working with the village leaders to improve the system,” he said. 

Box 2: Responding to the humanitarian crisis in the Horn of Africa 
Australia responded rapidly to the crisis in the Horn of Africa, providing urgently needed food rations, health support and shelter to help the most vulnerable people affected by the crisis.
More than 10 million people continue to need food and humanitarian aid in Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia. Seasonal rains in 2012 are forecast to be 80 per cent below average, which will lead to significantly reduced crop production and increased humanitarian needs. 
Australia is currently the world's fourth largest country donor to the Horn of Africa.



Box 3: The Australian Civilian Corps 
Australia has developed ‘The Australian Civilian Corps’ (ACC) - a register of civilian specialists experienced in disaster recovery, stabilisation and post-conflict recovery - to enable us to deploy specialists quickly to help meet requests for assistance from developing countries following natural disasters or conflict. In 2011 the ACC deployed teams to Afghanistan, South Sudan and Haiti to support stabilisation and recovery efforts. 
A team of specialists in post-disaster recovery has also been established to deliver effective stabilisation and recovery assistance should a natural disaster occur in the Asia-Pacific region or beyond. This team will provide Australia with a mechanism to transition quickly from the humanitarian and emergency response phase, through to the recovery and reconstruction phase and on to long term development activities. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ACC has over 200 members on its register and by 2014 this number is expected to grow to around 500.  

