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4th May 2022 
 
 
Australia-GCC FTA Coordinator 
Middle East FTAs Branch 
Regional Trade Agreements Division 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
GCCfta@dfat.gov.au  
 
 
RE:  Possible FTA with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam,  
 
Summerfruit Australia Ltd welcomes the opportunity to make this submission to the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade on a potential Free Trade Agreement with 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE).  
 
Summerfruit Australia Limited (SAL) is the industry voice for the betterment of 
Stonefruit (fresh apricots, nectarines, peaches and plums). It represents the interests 
of the Stonefruit industry on a national and international basis. It is the body 
recognised by government as the peak industry body for growers of Stonefruit and 
has responsibility for the management of the suite of industry topics including trade 
development and market access. 
 
The UAE is a valuable market as they purchase a full range of apricots, nectarine, 
peaches and plums. As a result, SAL fully supports the proposal for an FTA with the 
UAE and looks forward to assisting where practical and possible to achieve a 
positive result.  
 
From our data the exports to the UAE during the 2020/21 year totalled more than 
1,300 tonnes at a combine value of $4.9 million. This represented just over 5% of the 
Australian Summerfruit exported in that period. 
This volume made the UAE our fourth (4th) most important trading partner behind 
China, Singapore and Hong Kong. 
 
SAL believes that there is no local production of stonefruit in the UAE. The tropical 
climate conditions are not suitable for the temperate climate stonefruit that is grown 
in Australia. As a result, there is no competition with the UAE Stonefruit Industry. 
 
As you will see from the summary below, the UAE has no tariffs and/or phytosanitary 
restrictions. 
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Below are details of past and recent Australian Summerfruit (Stonefruit) exports to 
the UAE. Much of the information is from the 2020/21 season but once we have the 
final report on the 2021/22, we will make that available as it will give the Department 
the most up to date industry data. 
 
SAL is willing to supply any further information and support for the negotiations 
ahead with the UAE.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 

 
 
 
Trevor M Ranford B.Sc., Dip (AIMSA), Adv Dip Hosp (Wine Marketing), AFIML. 
Chief Executive Officer 
Summerfruit Australia Ltd   
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Australian exports of Summerfruit (apricots, nectarines, peaches, plums) to 
the United Arab Emirates. 
 

The following is an overview of exports for the 202/21 season highlighting the 
importance of the UAE. The information that follows gives more specific details on 
both the total Summerfruit category and the four individual categories of Apricots, 
Nectarines, Peaches and Plums. 
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As you will see from the table the UAE was our 4th most important market, by 
volume, during the 2020/21 season. 

 
These figures are just a snapshot and as you will see vary across the particular 
years.  
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It is important to note that the UAE imports all four categories with an emphasis, 
currently, towards nectarines. 
There is a good opportunity not only to expand this trade but also promote the other 
stonefruit categories in the UAE. 
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The following tables highlight the long-term trends for the total Summerfruit category 
and the four individual categories. 
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The following is a snapshot of the UAE: - 

 

 


