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AusAID supports the Government of PNG to provide health services including TB in South Fly District and Western Province.

What is TB?
Tuberculosis (TB) is caused by a germ. It is spread from a person who is sick with TB and not taking any treatment. Although coughing and sneezing can cause TB, most people will get sick through having regular contact with a person who is sick with TB. Most TB is curable if people seek early treatment and regularly take their drugs (as prescribed).

What is multi-drug resistant TB?
The germ that causes tuberculosis (TB) can develop resistance to the drugs used to cure the disease. Multi-drug-resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB) is TB that does not respond to at least the two most powerful anti-TB drugs. The primary cause of multi-drug resistant TB is incorrect use of drugs or finishing TB treatment too early. MDR-TB can also be spread just like normal TB.

Why is directly observed treatment (DOTS) important?
TB takes a relatively long time to treat. Patients usually need to take several drugs a day for six to eight months. For multi-drug resistant tuberculosis (MDR-TB), patients need to take medication for 18-24 months.

DOTS volunteers are in many treaty villages and visit TB patients daily to ensure they take their medication and complete the full course of treatment.

According to the World Health Organisation treating people in their communities is the best way to reduce drug resistant TB.

AusAID is investing over $30 million dollars in TB and primary health care in Western Province.
AusAID supports the Government of PNG to provide health services, including TB, in South Fly District and Western Province.

In total, AusAID will give more than $32 million (2011-12 to 2017-18) to improve TB and health services in Western Province, as well as hospitals, health centres and aid posts.

AusAID is providing $11.8 million to directly support TB programs in Western Province, including:
· training health workers and community volunteers to look after people in their villages with TB
· constructing a new TB isolation ward, to be finished in June 2013. This will have six beds to isolate people with infectious TB and to stop it from spreading
· supporting Daru Hospital with medicine and the purchase of a digital X-Ray and laboratory equipment to diagnose and treat people with TB as quickly as possible
· providing a sea ambulance and banana boats to transport patients, deliver medicines and take doctors out to see sick people along the South Fly Coast.

AusAID is also giving $21.1 million to support basic health care in Western Province, including:
· $5 million for a new health centre at Mabaduan village
· $5 million to support the $37 million Middle and South Fly Health Development Program in partnership with the Ok Tedi Fly River Development Program, Western Province Government and the PNG Sustainable Development program. This will involve redevelopment of health facilities, supply of drugs and support for community health
· up to $10 million for redevelopment of the Daru Hospital.

How are AusAID and the Western Province Government working with South Fly communities and Treaty Villages?

Myth: The sea ambulance never visits the treaty villages

Fact: The sea ambulance and two banana boats provided to the Western Province health authorities have made 32 medical trips since May 2012, and have visited Mabaduan 15 times and Sigabaduru 9 times.

Myth: The PNG government and AusAID do not consult with treaty villages on health issues.

Fact: The Western Province Health Office works closely with communities to address health issues. They hold regular meetings with community leaders to provide and receive feedback on health services.

For example, in June 2012, 20 community leaders from across the South Fly district attended a meeting to discuss progress of the TB program. The South Fly TB Strengthening Plan, supported by AusAID, was developed by Western Province Health in consultation with rural communities.



