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Annual performance of selected Pacific Regional programs at the 
Country level    
Nauru Regional Program - 2013   
Pacific Regional Program ODA attributed to bilateral program 

 

This Annex outlines the country-level results of selected investments of the Pacific Regional Aid 
Program for Nauru. All information included in this annex is drawn from internal and external reporting 
produced by DFAT and our implementing partners on investments managed by the Pacific Regional 
aid program. This information should not be treated as comprehensive. 

Contributions to Nauru Country Program Outcomes     

Outcome 1 – More efficient and accountable public sector management  
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include: 

› The Pacific Financial Technical Assistance Centre (PFTAC) is providing support to Nauru in 
undertaking major tax reform, including developing a tax regime for employee taxes and business 
profits – a challenging task given that Nauru’s historical reliance on phosphate and fishing for 
revenue has resulted in a lack of direct taxation administrative capacity. PFTAC is also supporting 
the development of Nauru’s Financial Management Information System. 

› Through its Sub-Regional Audit Support Program, the Pacific Association of Supreme Audit 
Institutions (PASAI) is building the skills of officers in the audit office through cooperative financial 
audits and in-country visits to enable high-quality, timely auditing of Nauru’s national accounts. 

› The Pacific Islands Centre for Public Administration (PICPA) delivered training on Public Policy 
Analysis and Advice in Nauru in 2013. 

Outcome 2 – Improved education 
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include: 

› Pacific Regional core funding to University of the South Pacific (USP) supported 36.6 equivalent 
full-time students (EFTS) from Nauru in 2013. 

› Pacific Regional core funding to the Australia Pacific Technical College (APTC) in 2013 supported 
20 enrolments (70 per cent women), and 12 graduates (92 per cent women), from Nauru. 

Outcome 3 – Improved health outcomes 

Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include: 

› The Royal Australian College of Surgeons’ (RACS’) Pacific Islands Program (PIP) supported four 
teams of surgeons to visit Nauru in 2013, to provide specialist services in vascular and ear nose 
and throat (ENT) surgery, cardiology and gastroenterology. 

› The UNICEF Multi-country program established an intensive newborn care unit in a Nauru 
hospital, which has the capacity to stabilise sick and preterm newborns. 

 2013/14  
(Actual) 

2014/15 
 (Plan) 

Nauru A$2,811,234 A$3,221,239 



Outcome 4 – Reliable and cost-effective provision of essential infrastructure and 
services 
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include: 

› Through the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme’s (SPREP’s) Pacific 
Adaptation to Climate Change Project (PACC), Nauru has received an infrastructure upgrade in the 
form of new solar-powered water purifiers, which will assist in sustaining water supplies. 

Outcome 5 – Increased private sector growth 
Examples of contributions to this objective from the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include: 

› The Pacific Horticultural and Agricultural Market Access Program (PHAMA) assisted Nauru in 
generating a list of pests and recorded hosts to strengthen market access reporting. 

Regional Services that complement the Nauru Bilateral Program 
Examples of contributions to the Nauru Bilateral Program from Regional Institutions and Regional 
Services supported by the DFAT Pacific Regional Program include: 

› The Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) is assisting Nauru in 
implementing the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) Island Biodiversity Programme of 
Work, which focuses on threatened species and ecosystems, sustainable use of natural resources 
and capacity building. 

› Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development is supporting the government of Nauru to undertake 
a stocktake of government capacity to mainstream gender equality and women’s empowerment 
issues and to develop gender policies and implementation plans. 

› Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) is supporting on-the-ground climate change adaptation 
and disaster risk reduction activities in Nauru, including the provision of improved water storage 
tanks to households, and improvements to rainwater catchments, to increase drought resilience. 
SPC has also assisted the government of Nauru to develop a climate change policy statement. 

Case study: Controlling Sexually Transmitted Infections in Nauru 
The prevalence of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) in the Pacific is among the highest in the 
world. In 2009, almost half of all pregnant women in Nauru tested positive for chlamydia. STIs often 
do not present any symptoms, but if left untreated may lead to infertility or other health complications 
– including death and stillbirth in severe cases. The Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) is 
assisting Nauru to reduce the prevalence of STIs by supporting the Ministry of Health implementation 
of a comprehensive STI control strategy. The strategy has included population-based presumptive 
chlamydia treatment, training health workers, and communications training and campaign design. 
These efforts saw the proportion of pregnant women with chlamydia in Nauru drop from 49 per cent 
in 2009 to 4 per cent in 2012. 
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