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Human Rights Council – 45th session

Interactive Dialogue on the 
Report of the Secretary-General on cooperation with the United Nations, its representatives and mechanisms in the field of human rights

30 September 2020

Australian Statement



Australia thanks the Secretary-General for his report, and reiterates its unequivocal condemnation of all acts of intimidation and reprisal against those cooperating with the UN and its representatives and mechanisms. We are particularly concerned that many members of this council are among those countries cited in the Secretary-General’s report. We note also that several states seeking election to the HRC form the 2021-23 term are also cited, and we encourage all UN member states to take this into consideration when casting their votes.

We note with concern that the Secretary-General has continued to receive many reports of a large number of incidents of intimidation and reprisal against individuals and groups cooperating, or seeking to cooperate, with the UN United Nations - despite the cancellation of many activities since March 2020 due to COVID-19. 

We call on all states named in this report to ensure there is accountability for the reprisals documented in their jurisdictions, including prompt and independent investigations and remedies for victims, and to ensure appropriate protections and safeguards are put in place to discourage future reprisals. 

Noting that individuals and groups working towards gender equality and promoting and protecting sexual and reproductive health and rights seem to be particularly targeted in many countries, we ask the Secretary-General - Hhow can states better support and protect these human rights defenders? Particularly those working towards protecting and promoting gender equality and sexual and reproductive health and rights. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]192 219 Words
	           Australian Mission to the United Nations	E-mail   UN.Geneva@dfat.gov.au 
       Chemin des Fins 2, Petit Saconnex, 1211 Geneva 19   Ph +41 22 799 9100  Fax +41 22 799 9175 www.geneva.mission.gov.au

		
image1.jpeg




image2.png
australia

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
2018 - 2020




image3.jpeg




image4.png
australia

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL
2018 - 2020




