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Economic activity of foreign-owned businesses in Australia - Rental, hiring & real estate services - 2014-15

Key indicators (2014-15) Unit
Foreign 

owned (a)
Australian 
owned (a)

Total 
Businesses

Foreign 
owned Australia

Total assets A$m 36,870 192,425 229,295 16.1 83.9
Operating businesses No. 687 233,440 234,127 0.3 99.7
Business size
       Small & Medium (0 to 199 employees) No. 660 233,366 234,026 0.3 99.7
       Large (200 & over employees) No. 27 73 100 27.0 73.0
Employment 000's 28.3 372.7 401.0 7.1 92.9
Sales of goods and services A$m 22,780 96,907 119,687 19.0 81.0
Operating profit before tax A$m 3,016 48,547 51,563 5.8 94.2
Wages and salaries A$m 1,200 13,704 14,904 8.1 91.9
Average wage per employee A$ 42,406 36,769 37,167 .. ..
Capital expenditure A$m 1,537 40,640 42,177 3.6 96.4
Industry value added (IVA) A$m 9,608 61,780 71,388 13.5 86.5
IVA per employee A$ 339,495 165,764 178,025 .. ..
Return on equity (RoE) % 43.8 107.1 98.8 .. ..

Top foreign-owned economies
(2014-15)

Rank 
(b) Total assets

Operating 
businesses Employ.

Sales of 
goods and 

services
Capital 

expenditure
Industry 

value added
A$m No. 000's A$m A$m A$m

Singapore 1 6,089 39 np np np np
United States 2 5,776 66 12.5 5,256 204 2,059
Japan 3 1,952 25 0.8 2,491 np np
Switzerland 4 1,412 15 0.2 1,034 230 637
United Kingdom 5 1,177 82 6.0 1,797 28 661
China 6 817 11 0.4 757 np 194
British Virgin Islands 7 730 20 0.0 48 12 28
France 8 607 8 np np 4 np
New Zealand 9 467 19 np 743 np 178
United Arab Emirates 10 448 29 0.6 629 6 202
All other economies (c) np 373 np np np np
ASEAN 6,521 45 0.7 808 36 161
EU28 12,230 131 8.0 9,029 314 3,938
(a) Foreign-owned businesses includes foreign ownership greater than 50%, Australian-owned businesses includes foreign ownership 50% or less. (b) Ranked on Total assets.
(c) Includes foreign-owned businesses with an unknown country of origin.
np - not published. Source: ABS Cat. No. 5494.0
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