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Economic activity of foreign-owned businesses in Australia - Manufacturing - 2014-15

Key indicators (2014-15) Unit
Foreign 

owned (a)
Australian 
owned (a)

Total 
Businesses

Foreign 
owned Australia

Total assets A$m 205,781 276,527 482,308 42.7 57.3
Operating businesses No. 1,010 82,451 83,461 1.2 98.8
Business size
       Small & Medium (0 to 199 employees) No. 835 82,145 82,980 1.0 99.0
       Large (200 & over employees) No. 175 305 480 36.5 63.5
Employment 000's 141.3 712.7 854.0 16.5 83.5
Sales of goods and services A$m 126,847 247,177 374,024 33.9 66.1
Operating profit before tax A$m 5,911 14,741 20,652 28.6 71.4
Wages and salaries A$m 9,505 45,824 55,329 17.2 82.8
Average wage per employee A$ 67,271 64,296 64,788 .. ..
Capital expenditure A$m 3,891 8,544 12,435 31.3 68.7
Industry value added (IVA) A$m 29,346 70,166 99,512 29.5 70.5
IVA per employee A$ 207,685 98,451 116,525 .. ..
Return on equity (RoE) % 7.0 14.2 11.0 .. ..

Top foreign-owned economies
(2014-15)

Rank 
(b) Total assets

Operating 
businesses Employ.

Sales of 
goods and 

services
Capital 

expenditure
Industry 

value added
A$m No. 000's A$m A$m A$m

United States 1 101,738 244 40.5 44,843 1,981 11,174
Japan 2 18,701 75 11.7 12,596 318 1,995
Germany 3 11,506 55 7.9 6,577 177 2,162
United Kingdom 4 10,412 60 19.4 15,942 367 3,953
New Zealand 5 9,012 77 12.2 7,617 111 1,022
Switzerland 6 8,160 23 5.7 3,765 94 1,078
Singapore 7 5,525 25 4.1 2,666 87 640
France 8 4,886 37 7.2 4,371 83 881
Norway 9 4,704 9 0.7 1,431 np 432
Canada 10 3,784 24 4.9 3,979 87 1,132
All other economies (c) np 381 np np np np
ASEAN 5,666 32 4.5 2,905 88 713
EU28 45,087 261 50.6 40,264 993 9,665
(a) Foreign-owned businesses includes foreign ownership greater than 50%, Australian-owned businesses includes foreign ownership 50% or less. (b) Ranked on Total assets.
(c) Includes foreign-owned businesses with an unknown country of origin.
np - not published. Source: ABS Cat. No. 5494.0
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