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THE MINISTER

Remarkable inroads have been
made into reducing global poverty.
In just four years, from 2001 to
2005, the number of people living
on less than $2 a day in East Asia
fell by over 280 million. However,
across our region there are still
7oo miillion people living on less
than $1 a day. Put bluntly, there
are many economies of the Asia-
Pacific region simply not growing
fast enough to keep pace with
population increases.

Economic stagnation
contributes to unemployment,
poverty and civil unrest. The
region is already home to
a number of ‘fragile states’

— countries that are cause for
concern not only because of their
inability to provide basic services
for their people but also because
of worrying destabilising effects
on neighbouring countries.

On 26 April this year I released
the first ever White Paper on
Australia’s overseas aid program.
Combined with the generous
increase in the aid budget,
Australia is now quite literally
doubling its efforts to fight poverty
and to help the region prosper.

Stimulating economic activity
is a vital part of this fight — for
we know, no country has ever
succeeded in reducing poverty
without first achieving economic
growth.

I am concerned that, although
most people in the Asia Pacific
depend on agriculture, farming is
still at a mainly subsistence level
and hardly contributes to national
economies.

More efficient agricultural
industries and more innovative
off-farm activities could see many
farmers shifting from subsistence
to the cash economy. But for this
to happen it is first essential to
create an ‘enabling’ environment
for economic progress. We have
learnt this from the past.

Currently, the aid program
allocates more than $217
million to rural development
programs each year, and much
more indirectly through health
and education programs and
infrastructure support. The aid
program is already working
hard to bring about advances
in agricultural technology and
research to increase yields and

raise farm incomes. The aid

program promotes community-
driven small-scale infrastructure —
such as making and maintaining
roads — so as to provide easier
access to markets and generate
employment. Communications,
electrification and water supplies
will also continue to be improved.

With the initiatives in the
White Paper, the aid program
is strengthening efforts in rural
development and agricultural
productivity. This is geared
towards increasing incomes and
savings, stimulating development
of the non-farm economy
and generating employment
opportunities where they are most
needed — in rural areas where
the majority of the poor live. We
are also helping Pacific Islanders
examine how to improve land
tenure arrangements.

Australia is keen to work
with countries in its region to
help them find solutions for
reducing poverty and to create
prosperity. We have been working
with people and governments
across the Pacific on a process of
debate and analysis about how

to create economic growth. I am
encouraged by this process, called
‘Pacific 2020’, which has brought
together hundreds of people from
all over the Pacific to examine
and contest policy options for
maximising social and economic
opportunities.

The way ahead is challenging
but, with the White Paper, a firm
course has been set. Combined
with a deep commitment to the
region, I am confident we will
continue to make great strides in
reducing poverty.
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Alexander Downer
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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PLAYING FIELDS NOT MINEFIELDS

uests at the launch of

AUSTCARE’s ‘Playing

Fields not Minefields’
campaign discovered ‘there’s no

such thing as a free lunch’ as they
negotiated a minefield to reach
their dining tables.

Fortunately, some Australian
Army engineers were on hand to
clear the way, so all guests made
it safely. A stunt perhaps, but the
simulated minefield was a thought
provoking reminder that landmines
pose deadly hidden hazards for
many communities across the
world. Thousands of people going
about their daily business simply
don’t reach their destinations.
Whether growing, making or
transporting food — or fetching
water — about 20,000 people each
year become victims of landmines.

The Parliamentary Secretary
to the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Teresa Gambaro, who is
also the Government’s Special
Representative for Mine Action says,
‘Non-government agencies and the
Australian public have a critical role
to play in enhancing the Australian
Government’s commitment to
addressing the scourge of anti-
personnel landmines.’

The Australian Government
has recently developed a mine
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action strategy for the aid program
which is underpinned by a five-
year $75 million commitment.

As landmines significantly
hamper development, rebuilding
the livelihoods of mine-affected
communities is a priority.

AUSTCARE’s $2.6 million
program in Cambodia combines
mine clearance with community
development. It’s restoring the
lives of thousands of poor farmers
in Banteay Meanchey Province by
making land safe for cultivation. This
is critical for the future prosperity
of the area but so too is accessing
a safe water supply, agricultural
training and literacy classes.

It is bad enough that there’s a
high risk of landmine explosions
laying waste to scarce agricultural
land, but living in constant fear
of stepping on a device also robs
people, especially children, of
their freedom to play and enjoy
games and sport. The ‘Playing
Fields not Minefields’ campaign
urges Australians young and old
to join their local sporting and
community networks in the fight
against landmines and poverty.

AUSTCARE’s chief executive
officer, Major General Michael
Smith (retd), says the campaign
is a fine example of Australian

cooperation. ‘This campaign is
an excellent illustration of how
the Australian Government

- including DFAT, AusAID and
the Australian Defence Force

— and the Australian corporate
and community sectors, can
come together with an Australian
non-government organisation,
like AUSTCARE, to help put an
end to the impact of landmines
and rebuild the lives of affected
people.’

ABOVE LEFT: At the ‘Playing Fields not
Minefields’ campaign launch (/eft

to right) AUSTCARE Director Trevor
Fearnley, Special Representative

for Mine Action Teresa Gambaro,
AUSTCARE Ambassador John Rodsted
and AUSTCARE President, the Right
Honourable lan Sinclair. ‘Land cultivation
is almost impossible due to landmine
contamination, and communities can
he faced with the long-term burden of
caring for survivors,” says Ms Gambaro.
ABOVE RIGHT: Michael Milton (third from
leff) with de-miners from the Australian
Army School of Military Engineering
and AUSTCARE’s Shelby Burns at the
‘Playing Fields not Minefields’ launch.
Michael Milton, Australia’s fastest skier
and AUSTCARE Ambassador for People
with Disabilities, was a guest speaker.
Photos: AUSTCARE

REACHING OUT

apitalising on the

momentum and interest

stirred by the release of the
Australian Government’s first
ever White Paper on aid, AusAID
has conducted a series of public
forums, entitled Reaching Out to
Our Region.

In five state capitals, Australians

were invited to a White Paper
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presentation and an opportunity
to pose questions to an expert
panel. Many of those who attended
were participants in the open
forums conducted by AusAID

in 2005, which helped inform

the White Paper core group
recommendations report.

The ‘reaching out’ forums were
an ideal platform for AusAID to
‘report back’ to Australians on
the final form of the aid program
policy. The series of forums also
provided the chance to discuss and
clarify key elements.

Panel members included the
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Teresa Gambaro, AusAID staff,
and spokespeople drawn from
aid agencies, universities, policy
institutes and the private sector.

“The White Paper is a very
ambitious agenda but it’s a sound
agenda, and one which we can
confidently pursue,” says Ms
Gambaro, who opened the first

and second forums in Brisbane
and Sydney. ‘It is a really exciting
time for AusAID and Australian
agencies who are delivering aid
overseas.’

Entitled Australian Aid:
Promoting Growth and Stability the
White Paper provides a framework
for direction and delivery of
overseas aid for the next 10 years.
Identified priorities are:

» accelerating economic growth

» fostering functioning states

» investing in people

» promoting regional stability
and cooperation.

For more information
<www.ausaid.gov.au/white paper>

LEFT: ‘The next steps will be in planning
and doing the design work so we

can deliver on the agenda,’ says Ms
Gambaro at the opening of the White
Paper public forum in Brishane.

Editor-in-chief of The Australian Women’s Weekly, Deborah Thomas, continues her
support for the Australian Government’s efforts to combat HIV/AIDS in the Asia
Pacific. While in Vietnam and China Deborah Thomas met with AIDS patients and
carers, HIV-awareness workers and others whose lives have been affected by this
terrible disease — see Containing the Virus on page 20.

t the launch of the White
Paper, the Minister for

Foreign Affairs, Alexander
Downer, said, ‘T am delighted to
announce a major new initiative
“Australian Scholarships”
doubling to 19,000 the number of
scholarships offered by Australia
to students from the Asia-Pacific
region over the next five years at a
cost of nearly $1.4 billion.’

The White Paper places great
value on scholarships. There is
universal agreement among aid
experts that providing the means
to study in Australia will help build
much needed skills in developing
countries and strengthen links
between institutions and people.

The new program, implemented
by AusAID and the Department of
Education, Science and Training, is:
» targeting future leaders from

a wide cross-section of society

and is focusing on areas

such as infectious diseases,

health, governance, education,

transnational crime, trade and
clean energy

» strengthening regional networks
on key issues with strong links
to Australia.

Contributing to the education of
the region’s future leaders is both

in the interest of countries in the
Asia Pacific and in the interest of
Australia.

Australian Scholarships recall
the success of the Colombo Plan
which, in the 1950s, saw a whole
generation of regional leaders
educated in Australia. Not only
will many more of the region’s
future leaders learn their skills in
Australia but there’s every reason
to expect they will also develop a
warm affection for the country.

For more information
<www.australianscholarships.gov.au>

aBove: Ready for departure. Post-graduate
scholarships were recently awarded

to a group of Pakistani professionals

to study in Australia in the areas of
health, governance, education and the
environment. The Australian Government,
under the Australia—Pakistan Scholarships
program, will provide 500 scholarships
over five years for Pakistani nationals.

At a pre-departure briefing the High
Commissioner for Australia, Zorica
McCarthy (centre), expressed her
confidence that the experience of
studying in Australia will provide the
students with the skills they need to
contribute to their country’s development.
Photo: Mohammad Mehdi/ The Nation
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WE HAVE A YOUNG AND FAST GROWING POPULATION. THIS
MEANS MANY MOUTHS TO FEED AND BODIES TO CLOTHE
AND TAKE TO THE CLINIC. WE HAVE ONLY SO MUCH LAND
FOR FOOD GARDENS AND OUR FORESTS ARE DECLINING
FROM OVER-LOGGING. WE CAN CHOOSE TO PREPARE FOR
THE FUTURE, OR WE CAN TRY TO GO BACK TO THE OLD
WAYS THAT LED TO FALLING PROSPERITY AND VIOLENCE
AND DESTRUCTION OF THE ETHNIC TENSIONS ... THE ONLY
WAY UP IS FOR THE ECONOMY TO GROW.

Peter Boyers, the former Minister of Finance in Solomon Islands

COMMUNITIES

IN THE PACIFIC AND EAST TIMOR

aBove: East Timor. Selling fruit. Photo: Bronwyn Coles/AusAID

LEFT: Tuvalu. Naseli Kaitu, chief and elder of the Funafuti people, goes fishing
almost every day since his retirement as a carpenter. In many parts of the Pacific,
the chiefly system is still very much part of community life. With their knowledge
of customary law, chiefs and elders are called upon to maintain social order and
uphold traditional values. Photo: Jocelyn Carlin/Panos Pictures
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he Pacific island countries

are culturally diverse and

scattered over an oceanic
area stretching across 10 per cent
of the Earth’s surface. Nauru has
a land mass of only 21 square
kilometres and a population
of 10,000. At the other end of
the scale, Papua New Guinea is
463,000 square kilometres and
has a population of approximately
5.9 million people.

While there is a growing trend
towards living in towns, the vast
majority of Pacific Islanders still
live in rural communities where
produce and possessions are
largely shared. With little in the
way of government-backed social
security, individuals look to their
families and communities for
growing and selling food, building
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shelters, caring for children

and so on.

No other sector affects the lives
of more people in the Pacific than
agriculture. It is the main source
of livelihood. As much as 8o per
cent of the workforce in Papua
New Guinea and Solomon Islands
is on the land. But despite fertile
soils in several Pacific nations and
good rainfall, farming is mainly at
a subsistence level and does not
significantly contribute to national
economies.

If only productivity could be
improved, the benefits would be
substantial. The question is — why
isn't it — or, why can't it be? There
is immense capacity to generate
surpluses that would help shift
farmers from subsistence to
the cash economy. This would

lead to increases in income and
savings which would fuel growth
in other sectors, such as housing,
trading and small to medium-
size business enterprises. Yet
agriculture is operating at well
below potential.

Total agricultural production
in the Pacific island countries, as
a group, stagnated between 1990
and 2003. The problem is not a
scarcity of opportunities. Chances
exist to supply both a domestic
market (towns and tourist centres)
and an export market. There’s also
overseas demand for traditional
tree crops and new horticultural
and spice products.

And it’s not as if the region
hasn’t shown it can compete
globally. Copra and cocoa is
exported from Melanesia,

coffee and vanilla from Papua
New Guinea, squash and fish,
particularly tuna, from Tonga,
horticultural products, including
root crops, from Fiji and other
Polynesian countries.

But more consistent, evenly-
spread and sustainable results
are required. Pacific island
policy-makers and external aid
donors, like AusAID, need to help
create the right conditions for
Islander people to improve their
productivity, particularly in high
value crops. In short, they need to
recognise small-scale farmers as
part of the private sector and help
them not only to identify market
opportunities but also to take
advantage of them.



ABOVE LEFT: Papua New Guinea. The local market is at the heart of rural community
life. Photo: Lloyd Jones/Panos Pictures

aBove: Fiji. The holiday brochure view of the Pacific. Tourism is a source for foreign
revenue and an obvious area for economic growth. Photo: Torsten Blackwood/AFP

LerT: Papua New Guinea. Dana Bariga,
a villager from Lake Murray, Western
Province, fashions an oar. Papua New
Guinea hoasts the largest continuous
tracts of ancient forest in the Asia-
Pacific region and is extraordinarily
rich in unique species of flora and
fauna. Photo: Natalie Behring/

Panos Pictures

acific 2020 is a project that is funded and facilitated by
Australia to develop ideas and actions to support accelerated
economic growth in the Pacific and East Timor.

Over the past year, the project has brought together more than 130
experts — mostly drawn from Pacific island governments, the private
sector and civil society — in a series of roundtable discussions on nine
critical growth areas: private sector investment, land, labour, political
governance, agriculture, fisheries, forestry, mining and petroleum,
and tourism.

The roundtable discussions have formed the basis of a report.
Pacific 2020: Challenges and Opportunities for Growth provides practical
policy options to manage the constraints and realise the opportunities
for growth in the nine areas. It is a resource for the governments
of the region, and for all those who want to promote a prosperous
future for the Pacific.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Alexander Downer, launched
the report at the Pacific 2020 conference in Sydney which brought
together over 140 regional decision-makers. The conference initiated
dialogue in the region on the reforms and initiatives which are
needed to increase economic growth.

AusAID is working in partnership with regional governments,
organisations and academic institutions to take the messages of
Pacific 2020 forward. Forums and meetings are taking place at both
a leadership and a community level to discuss key findings.

In a recent speech in Queensland, Papua New Guinea’s then
Foreign Minister, Sir Rabbie Namaliu, referred to the Pacific 2020
Project as setting ‘a precedent worthy of careful consideration’ as
the ‘the process was open, mutually receptive, and, obviously,
productive of good, shared ideas’. The Pacific 2020 report is also
gaining recognition as an important policy document. The Governor
of Solomon Islands Central Bank, Rick Hou, referred to it as ‘a
critically important reference point for planning purposes and other
policy decisions’.

For more information on Pacific 2020, including the consultation process,
background papers stemming from the roundtable discussions, conference,
and the report itself see <www.ausaid.gov.au>
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THE GROWTH
CHALLENGE

Since 1990, the average income
of many Pacific island countries
has not risen at all, and several
have actually seen declines. It is
this absence of growth that keeps
the Pacific poor and gives rise to
many of the problems which the
region faces today. Joblessness,
high rates of youth unemployment
and unsustainable population
increases are all factors that unless
halted will see the Pacific slide
further towards poverty, frustration
and social unrest.

Perhaps more so than other
regions, the Pacific has an array
of complex challenges. Several
countries face acute health
issues — most notable, the spread
of HIV/AIDS but also heart
disease and diabetes. There are
grave environmental concerns,
including the occurrence of
more intense and frequent
natural disasters, such as
cyclones. Some are also dealing
with increasing urbanisation
and overcrowding.

While economic growth will
not cause these problems to
disappear, one point is clear.
Without growth the Pacific
countries will not be able to cope.
As independent nations they will
be at a loss to provide adequate
administration, including law
and order, and basic services,
such as health and education.

No country has ever succeeded
in reducing poverty without first
achieving economic growth.

So, is faster growth in the
Pacific possible?

Several clear messages emerged
from the extensive Pacific 2020
investigations (see Vision for
Pacific Growth page 7). The
ways to accelerate growth in the
region include good governance,
strong infrastructure, regional

8 FOCUS SEPT-DEC 2006

cooperation and integration, and,
above all, better implementation.

Good governance is the foundation
of national prosperity. Yet in the
Pacific, most countries have poor
governance and consequently
weak public institutions — which
is a major constraint to economic
progress. Take, for example,
fisheries. Serious weaknesses
in national governance have
prevented the region from
improving revenue returns
from fish stocks. The list of
governance-related problems is
long but includes corruption,
poor communication between
government and industry, and
inhibiting protective policies.
Improving governance is a

long-term but not impossible task.

Samoa is a good example of a
Pacific country that’s succeeding.
It shows a decline in corruption
and comes out in international

comparisons as among the best

in terms of governance indicators.
The International Monetary Fund
reports, ‘Over the last decade,
Samoa has transformed itself
into one of the best managed
economies in the Pacific island
region.’ It’s telling that Samoa
enjoys political stability and
continuity (the same party

— largely female — has been in
power since 1982).

Strong infrastructure. One of the
major impediments to rural
growth is the fact that the
region is crying out for better
infrastructure. It needs reliable
telecommunications and market
facilities so businesses can become
competitive and farmers can
receive quick information about,
say, market values or guidance on
treating pests in crops.

It also needs better roads and
affordable means of transport.

In the 1990s in the Western
Highlands Province of Papua New
Guinea, a stretch of road — about
15 kilometres — leading off the
Highlands Highway was upgraded
by the provincial government. A
previous gravel road had become
virtually impassable. People
carrying large bags of coftfee
and other produce from their
communities in the valley to the
highway found it all too much and
eventually gave up. Denied
access to the highway they were
also denied access to buses and
larger markets.

But when the road was
sealed, the valley communities
were transformed. People were
suddenly motivated, they tended
their gardens, grew and harvested
quality produce and they looked
forward to market days.

With the better road, public
buses came down from the
highway into communities to



ABOVE LEFT: Fiji. Levi (/eff) and Malato
outside their house. Inadequate
infrastructure in the Pacific is a hig
problem. Not only is poor quality
housing a concern but if there are no
roads, agricultural produce doesn’t get
to market and if transport (including
planes and hoats) is infrequent,
difficult to arrange and expensive,
tourists won’t come. While there are
inherent complexities involved serving
a widely dispersed population, better
infrastructure policies — in particular

more competition — would go a

long way to improving the region’s
overall performance. Photo: Torsten
Blackwood/AFP

ABOVE RIGHT: Solomon Islands. Typical
village on the Weathercoast. Photo:
Michael Cavanagh

aBove: Papua New Guinea. Perfect
grazing country, Markham Valley, Morobe
Province. Agricultural scientists see
great potential for cattle farming hy
small landholders. Photo: Lloyd Jones/AAP

pick up and drop off passengers.
Tax collections almost doubled.
Local businesses flourished, and
everyone benefited.

But the road was not
maintained — which is what
happens all too often in the
Pacific. Reasons are not always
straightforward but sometimes
promising starts are too easily
eroded by a lack of administrative
capacity to follow through — that
is, to protect what works well and
to keep it going.

The road leading off the
Highlands Highway is a classic
example. Now full of potholes
buses can no longer travel along
it. The ripple effect is many rural
communities are cut off from
markets and there is a slump
in the local economy. Not much
money these days circulates
beyond Mount Hagen.

Regional cooperation and integration
are not so much options as
necessities. Because Pacific island
nations are small and remote,

MOST PEOPLE IN THE
PACIFIC STILL DEPEND ON
AGRICULTURE (INCLUDING
FISHING) FOR THEIR
LIVELIHOODS. IF THEY ARE
TO EXPERIENCE HIGHER
INCOMES, AGRICULTURE
MUST BE IMPROVED.

pooling resources may be the best
way to reduce the cost of providing
basic services. While not practical
for all, some services, such as the
implementation of quarantine
regulations and the provision

of air and shipping transport,
might be candidates. Another

is education. For example, by
providing tertiary education
through a regional university

— such as the University of the
South Pacific — governments

are free to focus on primary and
secondary education.

Removing unnecessary market
barriers between neighbouring
countries will also make doing
business in the Pacific much
easier. Barriers, such as restrictive
quarantine measures, burdensome
import taxes and passport
requirements, strangle potentially
good entrepreneurial ideas.
Furthermore, harmonious regional
integration can bring about
large economies of scale, reduce
prices and make a diverse range
of goods more freely available.
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LAND

Then there’s the question of
land. This is a particularly
sensitive issue but there is a
growing view that land ownership
systems in many countries

need to be strengthened.

Yet any changes to the land
system must protect customary
ownership. At the same time,
secure forms of leasehold need
to be developed so that both
individuals and organisations
can invest confidently in land for
social and economic reasons.

Such changes are likely to
happen only slowly, and will rely
on the voluntary participation of
Pacific communities. It is well
understood in the international
community that land forms the
basis of culture, identities and
livelihoods for Pacific peoples.
But equally it is recognised that
land laws have not kept pace
with growing populations and
pressures of modernisation.

Land ownership systems often
fail to marry the demands of social
and economic development with
the needs of customary forms of
group ownership. This means
that land often becomes a source
of conflict and a hindrance to
development aspirations.

THE FUTURE

There are enough success
stories in the Pacific to show
that even the smaller countries
can prosper, given effective
economic management and
sound policies. The economies
of Tuvalu, Samoa and the Cook
Islands, for example, have been
growing at a modest rate for
the past 10 years. Relatively low
population growths as well as
good governance and making the
most of opportunities through
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aid, tourism and migration — all
of which, incidentally, keep down
unemployment — seems to be
their secret.

Much work has been done
by AusAID and others to pave
the way forward. Pacific 2020:
Challenges and Opportunities for
Growth, which is the product of
extensive research and analysis
from leaders and experts across
the region, discusses viable policy
options for the future.

The recent White Paper on the
Australian Government’s overseas
aid program also places immense
importance on accelerating
economic growth in the Pacific.

It is committed to working with its

Pacific partners to:

» promote regional cooperation
and economic integration

» strengthen land ownership
systems

» help Islanders to improve their
work skills.

Australia stands firmly by the
Pacific as the region negotiates a
brighter, more prosperous future.
As it undergoes the challenging,
sometimes painful, process of
reform Australia will continue
to offer support, guidance and
friendship. No one denies the
beauty and untapped potential of
the Pacific — it has a great deal to
offer. But, ultimately, its success
in generating growth will depend
on the decisions of Pacific island
governments and the reforms they
implement.

EAST TIMOR: Activities such as AusAID’s agricultural program
Seeds of Life are helping to bring food security a step closer for
one of the world’s poorest nations.

or Rob Williams, team leader

of AusAID’s Seeds of Life

program, putting food in
bowls is what matters. ‘East Timor
has three seasons, a dry season, a
wet season and a hungry season,’
he explains. ‘The hungry season
can last up to five months. Seeds
of Life wants to eliminate it.’

On average, each farmer in
East Timor has about a hectare of
land, often on a steep slope. Maize,
sweet potatoes, peanuts, cassava
and rice are the main crops which
are usually harvested using the
customary katana, a large knife.
But such traditional farming is
inadequate. A hectare of land
currently doesn’t produce enough
cereal to last a family for a year.

And as the population
increases — following current
trends it will double to two million
in 25 years — the struggle for East
Timor to feed itself can only get
harder.

In 2000, ACIAR (the
Australian Centre for International
Agricultural Research) stepped
in to help the country’s ailing
rural sector. It put out the call
around the world for newer, high
yielding seed varieties to replace
those destroyed or lost during the
struggle for independence. Seed
centres responded and, in East
Timor over the past few years,
exhaustive tests have been run to
establish the most promising seed
varieties for local conditions.

It's time now for the next stage
— on-farm trials, which rely on the
cooperation and goodwill of rural
communities.

‘We have spent a lot of time
on farms, listening and talking to
farmers. We’re slowly introducing
the idea of growing new varieties
of familiar crops. This way the
change isn’t so great,” says Rob.
“The idea is to persuade farmers to
test new varieties not coerce them.’
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sell. The extra money is sending

Seeds of Life is employing 11
young local agricultural graduates
to help with the on-farm trials.
‘We give them each a motorbike
and send them off with packets of
seeds to invite farmers to test the
new varieties. So far the results are
encouraging,’ says Rob.

Domingo de Silva, who works
a farm on a steep slope near
Liquica, is one of the many
converts. He couldn’t be more
pleased with the new seeds. His
last corn harvest was nearly twice
as much as usual. ‘Soon I hope to
sell some of my higher yields and
use the money for other things,’
he says. He’s also found the new
varieties of sweet potato can be
grown in half the time as his old
varieties.

‘Some families using the
new seeds are already bringing
in a healthy surplus,” says Alex
Dalley, a former Australian Youth
Ambassador for Development
who now works on Seeds of Life.
‘They have enough to eat and
there’s some produce left over to

children to school.’

The Seeds of Life program,
which is active in four of the
country’s 13 districts, is a
quiet example of how rural
communities are able to make
real improvements in their lives.
It's also demonstrating how East
Timor can take fundamental
steps towards feeding its growing
population itself.

Lert: Farmers Luis Almeida (/eff) and
Domingo de Silva discuss with research
adviser Alex Dalley the new seed
varieties growing on Domingo’s farm,
near Liquica.

CENTRE: Seeds of Life team leader Rob
Williams and local farmer Luis Almeida
inspect a bountiful crop.

RIGHT: More corn, more pounding
—Joanna da Costa on her farm in Loes.
Photos: Elizabeth James/AusAID

The Australian Centre for
International Agricultural
Research — commonly referred
to as ACIAR - is an Australian
Government statutory authority
that operates as part of the
Australian Government’s overseas
aid program, within the Foreign
Affairs and Trade portfolio.

It shares the overseas aid
program’s objectives of advancing
Australia’s national interest
through poverty reduction and
sustainable development.

ACIAR’s broad-ranging
activities include:

» encouraging Australia’s
agricultural scientists to use
their skills for the benefit
of developing countries
and Australia

THE WORLD BANK ESTIMATES OVER 40 PER CENT OF THE
EAST TIMORESE POPULATION LIVES IN POVERTY.

» commissioning research
into improving sustainable
agricultural production in
developing countries
» funding project-related
training and communicating
the results of funded research
» administering the Australian

Government’s contribution

to international agricultural

research centres.

ACIAR’s work is in the Pacific
islands, South-East Asia, North
Asia, South Asia and Southern
Africa. Research is also allocated
across regions through funding
to the international agricultural
research centres.

See <www.aciar.gov.au>
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PHILIPPINES: In the far-flung municipality of Prosperidad in Agusan
del Sur in Mindanao, a group of women earn a living by producing
sweet kaong, a popular local delicacy. In Mainit, Surigao del Norte,
also in Mindanao, women are turning ‘white goby’ or pijanga into
first-class dried fish which is sold in the supermarkets of Manila. In
Guindulman, Bohol, in the Visayas, people from the village of Guio-
ang are producing organic bananas for export to Japan. AusAID has
a helping hand in each of these activities.

Redistributing land to the poor, and promoting the subsequent
economic development of that land, has been part of the
Government of the Philippines agrarian reforms.

AusAlID is supporting communities who’ve received land by
assisting local planning and funding economic opportunities.
Specialised farming operations and off-farm businesses are
springing up everywhere, providing choice for poor rural Filipinos
and better ways to earn a decent living.

SWEET DESSERTS

he women from an agrarian
Treform cooperative in

Prosperidad are working in
harmony in a large purpose-built
plant. All are experts at producing
sweet kaong, a type of dessert made

from sweetened fruit of a local
palm tree. Kaong processing has

become a key enterprise in the area.

The thriving business owes
its start to a particular program
— PATSARRD (the Philippines—
Australia Technical Support
for Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development). In 2003, it helped
conduct a food processing
workshop for all agrarian reform
communities in Agusan del Sur.

‘We gave the women a small
grant to buy ingredients for the
hands-on training,” explains

12 FOCUS SEPT-DEC 2006

PATSARRD’s national director
Edgar Guardian, ‘and the
cooperative shared the cost of the
ingredients.’

Now with the learning stage
well and truly behind them, the
women are making a handy living.
They're well organised and have
the production process down pat.
One group produces the kaong
while another sells. Members of
the retail team — five women — each
sell a quota each week by calling at
homes, schools and offices.

Nang Ising, general manager
of the cooperative says, ‘We're
gearing up to produce 1,500
bottles a month, more than
double the current rate, to meet
increasing orders from Manila,
Davao and other major cities.’

Each time kaong is promoted
at regional food and trade fairs the
demand for the product jumps.

The future for the Prosperidad
women’s cooperative looks sweet
indeed.

FISHY ENTERPRISE

n Mainit in Surigao del Norte,
I a group of women are
thankful for the abundant
supply of pijanga, a freshwater
fish perfectly suited to the
conditions in Lake Mainit.
This fish and a proven
business strategy are giving
18 women, recently trained
in fish drying technology and
project management, a chance
to secure a better future. With
some technical assistance from
the Surigao del Norte College
of Agriculture and Technology
they’ve been able to enter the
dried fish processing business.

Support has also come from

the Mainit agrarian reform
community of which the women
are all members, and PATSARRD.
Their winning selling strategy
owes a great deal to Upland
Marketing Foundation, a non-
government organisation that
specifically helps rural people.

The women sell their products
in seaports, bus terminals, public
markets and supermarkets — and
they already have over 100 retail
outlets in Metro Manila and
Central Luzon through the Upland
Marketing Foundation network.

Earnings are equivalent of
about $37 a month each, which, in
the Philippines, goes a long way to
augment a family income derived
from rice and coconut farming.

And as sales increase and
the business expands, so too
will incomes — perhaps to an
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extent where the women will

leave rice and coconut farming
altogether. When this happens
they’ll also be looking for more
workers. This in turn will
create more job opportunities
for the farming community
and contribute to the wider
economic growth of the region.

GOING BANANAS

n Bohol, the Guio-Ang Multi-
I purpose Cooperative in the

town of Guindulman is
competing with large commercial
farms exporting bananas. The
feeling among members of the
cooperative is they have the edge.
Their bananas are organically
grown.

Some of the cooperative’s
farmers till and tend the crop
while others pack and look after

off-farm activities, such as the
export side. A recent shipment to
Japan was just over 6oo kilograms
— small compared to the exports
of large companies but not bad for
a group of 20 farmers benefiting
from agrarian reform.

Again, this business was
started with the assistance of
PATSARRD. The People’s Fair
Trade Assistance Centre, a non-
government organisation, also
played an important part as did
the Philippines Department of
Agrarian Reform. It was through
the latter the farmers learnt about
project management.

‘We're feeling quite optimistic
about the future,” says Mang
Adong, one of the cooperative’s
farmers. ‘The Japanese probably
have the highest standards for
quality food in the world so if
we can continue to meet their

requirements I think we can

satisfy the demands of many other
countries as well.”

Every care is taken to ensure
the 100 per cent organic status.
The farmers use only organic
fertilisers. They mulch and
weed by hand, and use botanical
herbicides and pesticides. At the
farm, they wear gloves when
handling the bananas and take
meticulous care during packing.

With these standards and an
excellent product the Guio-Ang
farmers are headed for success.

Source: Rolly Inciong, AusAID Manila Post

LEFT: Boxing the highly-prized organic
fruit is a delicate art.

cenTRe: Team effort — packaging the
dried fish.

RiGHT: Demand for sweet kaong is
increasing.

Photos: PATSARRD.

The Philippines—Australia Technical
Support for Agrarian Reform and
Rural Development (PATSARRD) assists
farming communities to benefit
from agrarian reforms. Success

in each community is due in large
part to finding a marketing niche, a
local partner, a strong community
organisation — such as a workers
cooperative — and government and
private sector support.

As a result of the efforts of
PATSARRD and other supporting
organisations, poor rural Filipinos have
an opportunity to earn extra income
through off-farm business ventures.
More than this, the spirit of self-
reliance and sustainability, learnt and
achieved through partnerships with
government and the private sector,
is proving a prime motivating factor.
The PATSARRD business ventures show
clearly the contribution of Australian aid
— making it possible for the poor to help
themselves.
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Bangladesh. Village girls, Chittagong Province.
Photo: Karen Rohinson/Panos Pictures






It's recess and the students of South Australia’s Kidman Park Primary School are happily at play
— on the basketball courts, walking around, some are huddled in small groups chatting.
Further along, it’s an equally happy but quite different scene.
Visitors may be forgiven for thinking they’re somewhere in South Asia. There’s a bustling market.
The air is filled with the cries of chapatti sellers and the rhythmic cadence of children beating dirty
washing against large concrete blocks.

he South Asian Village, set
Tin the grounds of Adelaide’s

Kidman Park Primary School,
is a cluster of four mud-brick
and wooden structures built in a
style typical of Bangladesh, India,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Par