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If Dutch and US funding is cut as feared, the poorest countries, which have been beneficiaries of 
their aid, are likely to suffer the most. This is particularly serious, as funding from these two 
donors has comprised around one-fifth of aid to basic education since 2002.  

For the two regions furthest away from reaching the Education for All goals – South and West 
Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa – current and anticipated aid arrangements mean a lot could depend 
on the continued commitment of just one bilateral donor: the United Kingdom.   

Recent increases in aid support have helped reduced the number of children out of school, but 
experience shows that overdependence on a small number of donors can jeopardize such gains. 
Aid to basic education, in other words, is not only vastly insufficient but also dangerously 
fragile. 
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i Although the IMF does not directly fund education, its concessional lending was retroactively added to the OECD‐CRS aid 
database for the first time this year and included under General Budget Support. Because the GMR adds 10% of all General 
Budget Support to aid to basic education (and 20% to total education), all figures since 2002 have increased. The effects are 
felt most strongly in 2009 due to the IMF’s doubling of its lending that year. 
ii The 2009 GMR noted that, while early disbursements of World Bank loans in response to the financial crisis could be 
beneficial in helping to mitigate some of the more immediate effects of the financial crisis on poor countries, such 
frontloading of aid does not necessarily increase overall resources over the full cycle of programme support, and may also 
come with the risk of financing deficits in later years.  
iii IMF (2011) “IMF Financial Activities – Update October 20, 2011” 
iv Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Netherlands (2011) “Letter to the House of Representatives presenting the spearheads of 
development cooperation policy” 
v The New York Times, October 3, 2011, “Foreign Aid Set to Take a Hit in U.S. Budget Crisis.” 
vi Australia announced that it would spent AUS$842 on education in 2011‐12 with 57% going to basic education, or around 
US$500 million (Rudd, K. [2011] “Australia’s international development assistance program 2011‐12”) 
vii  42% of French aid to basic education in 2009 went to Mayotte. 


