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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

From:

To:

Cc:

Subject: RE: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comment _]

Date: Friday, 22 October 2021 9:59:13 AM

Attachments: DFAT Country Information Report Sri Lanka 2021 draft- COISS comments.docx
Dea r s 22(1)a)m

Please find attached our feedback on the draft DFAT country information report for Sri Lanka.
You have attempted to incorporate most of what we requested, but there are a few omissions to
which we draw your attention. Removal of unnecessary repetition of same information and parts
that were not especially relevant is good, however in some places this renders some areas not as
useful as the previous/current report. We identify those fairly comprehensively in the feedback,
and make a number of suggestions that we believe would assist meaning and clarity of some
statements.

Please let us know if you wish to discuss further or require clarification of any of the points we
raise.

Regards,
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

| Assistant Director — Researchs 22(1)(a)(ii)
n Information Services Section
Humanitarian Program Operations Branch
Refugee, Humanitarian and Settlement Division
Immigration and Settlement Services Group
Department of Home Affairs

Phones 22(1)(a)(ii) Email s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au.
From: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>

Sent: Wednesday, 13 October 2021 9:58 AM

To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Cc:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Subject: RE: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comment ]
Thanks very much ““"", look forward to seeing your comments next week.
Cheers

s22(1)a)l

From: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Wednesday, 13 October 2021 9:50 AM

To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>

Cc:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comment (| N
H| §22(1){@)m)

Thank you, yes | think**" has responded, s 22(1)(a)(ii)
We are still working through the draft Sri Lanka report but at this stage | would
probably want to indicate to you that we will not be in a position to return our comments until
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early next week.

Regards,
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

| Assistant Director — Researchs 22(1)(a)(ii)
Country of Origin Information Services Section
Humanitarian Program Operations Branch
Refugee, Humanitarian and Settlement Division
Immigration and Settlement Services Group
Department of Home Affairs

Phone s 22(1)(a)(ii) Email s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au.

From:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 7 October 2021 9:31 AM

To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comT]

Hi s22(1)a)

Just wanted to confirm that you received the draft CIR. Hope all is well with you.
Cheers

s 22{1)a)0

From: S 22(1)(a)(ii)
Sent: Friday, 1 October 2021 8:17 PM

To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Cc: s 22(1)(a)(ii) dfat.gov.au>

Subject: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for commen-]
OFFICIAL

Dearszznj-(aj-(l

Please find attached the draft Sri Lanka Country Information Report update.

Obviously this draft has been prepared without a country visit but with about 20 remote
interviews and the generous assistance of Colombo Post.

I've tried to respond to the issues raised in your framework document and also in those of
AAT/IAA but if you feel I've missed the mark somewhere, please let me know.

We’d appreciate COISS’ comments and feedback on the draft by Friday 15 October, if
possible. Please let me know if this is an issue but we still need to clear past HOM Colombo and
the incoming FAS MPD and very keen to do so before Christmas. Grateful if comments could be
in track changes. As per usual practice, please do not share the draft with DHA decision makers.

Thanks very much.
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
1) [
A/g Director | Country Information Report Section
Human Rights Policy & Social Inclusion Branch | Multilateral Policy Division
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Phones 22(1)(@)(i) | Fax +61 2 6112 3600 |5 22" Gdfat gov.au

Important Notice: The content of this email is intended only for use by the individual or entity to
whom it is addressed. If you have received this email by mistake, please advise the sender and
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delete the message and attachments immediately. This email, including attachments, may
contain confidential, sensitive, legally privileged and/or copyright information.

Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of this information by persons or entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. The Department of Home Affairs and ABF

respect your privacy and have obligations under the Privacy Act 1988.

Unsolicited commercial emails MUST NOT be sent to the originator of this email.
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From: S 22(1 )(a)(ii)
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Interview for Australian Country Information Report on Sri Lanka [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 24 June 2021 2:10:21 PM
Attachments: image001.png
OFFICIAL
HI 522(1)a))

s 22(1)a)ii)

Yes returns from Aus to Slk. will have used/still use the CIR when assessing applicants for

Humanitarian Visas.

FYI—I've only been at post a short time so will be limited in my knowledge on how things have
been done previously but can find out. | have however effected removals from Aus to Sri Lanka
in the past having been an escort on the flights.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Cheers

Regards

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

First Secretary / Inspector — Australian Border Force
Department of Home Affairs

Australian High Commission

21 Srimath R G Senanayake Mawatha (formerly Gregory’s Road)
Colombo 7, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Ph:s 22(1)(a)(ii)

www.homeaffairs.gov.au www.srilanka.embassy.gov.au

From:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 24 June 2021 9:34 AM

To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Cc: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Interview for Australian Country Information Report on Sri Lanka [SEC=OFFICIAL]
OFFICIAL
H. s22(1)§a))
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

By removals/returns, you mean from Australia to SL, and processing is visas for those going to
Australia? Returns is my principal interest.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Cheers

s2{1)a)l

From: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 24 June 2021 1:57 PM

To: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Cc:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Interview for Australian Country Information Report on Sri Lanka [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Hi s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
From my role, | can only provide you info on the removals and returns side. While I'm familiar
with the CIR, I've not processed PV or Humanitarian visas.

s 22(1)(a)(ii) may should be able to assist on the processing
side.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Regards

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

First Secretary / Inspector — Australian Border Force
Department of Home Affairs

Australian High Commission

21 Srimath R G Senanayake Mawatha (formerly Gregory’s Road)
Colombo 7, Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Ph:s 22(1)(a)(ii)

www.homeaffairs.gov.au www.srilanka.embassy.gov.au
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

From: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat gov.au>

Sent: Thursday, 17 June 2021 11:09 AM

To: s 22(1)(aXii) @dfat.gov.au>

Cc: s 22(1)(a)ii) @dfat.gov.au>; s 22(1)(aii)
@dfat.gov.au>

Subject: Interview for Australian Country Information Report on Sri Lanka [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Hi s 22(1)(a)®)

I’'m from DFAT’s Country Information Report Section and, as you may know, we're doing an
update of the Sri Lanka report. {The last report, released in November 2019, is here:
https;//www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files /country-in for mation-report-sri-lanka.pdf) " and
3t Post (and S 22(1)(a)(ii) ) are helping us out, especially given that we

obviously can’t visit Sri Lanka at the moment.

s 47E(d)

you please let me know if you're available for a chat over webex sometime?
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I’'m guessing you know about DFAT CIRs but here is a quick summary of their purpose:

DFAT Country information section undertakes research on the conditions in key asylum-
seeker source countries. These reports are used by immigration officials to inform
protection status decisions. The issues covered in the reports include information around
the categories of protection under the Refugee Convention and Australian law (i.e.
discrimination or violence on the basis of race/ethnicity/nationality, religion,
membership of a particular social group and political opinion), complementary
protection issues (i.e. arbitrary deprivation of life, death penalty, extent of torture and
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment) and other issues relevant to protection
decisions (extent of state protection, ability of people to relocate internally, treatment of
returned people as failed asylum-seekers, extent of identification document fraud). The
reports provide a general overview of conditions in a country, independent from
Australia’s foreign policy.

Thanks very much. Look forward to hearing from you.

cheers

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
1] [1m
Assistant Director | Country Information Report Section
Human Rights Policy & Social Inclusion Branch | Multilateral Policy Division
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
PhoneS 22(1)(@)(i1) | Fax +61 2 6112 3600 |* 22 @fat gov.au
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From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)
To:

Cc: Country Information Section; s 22(1)(a)(ii)
Subject: RE: Sri Lanka Framework Document [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Thursday, 8 April 2021 12:26:31 PM

Attachments: image001.png

OFFICIAL

s22(1)a)l

Thanks very much for this, , great to how focussed it is on specific questions. I'll send it to

Colombo Post also to begin a discussion with them on a way forward on information-gathering.

Cheers

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

o [mm
A/g Director | Country Information Report Section
Human Rights Policy & Social Inclusion Branch | Multilateral Policy Division
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Phones 22(1)(a)(ii) | Fax +612 6112 3600 |5 22"@X) Gdfat gov.au

From:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 8 April 2021 10:50 AM
To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>; s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Cc: Country Information Section <CIS@dfat.gov.au>; s 22(1)(a)(ii)
@homeaffairs.gov.au>; s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: Sri Lanka Framework Document [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

Dear s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Please find attached the Sri Lanka Framework Document.

s 22(1)(a)ii) X

* just recently to discuss issues likely to be of interest to
us in the updated country information report and | think these topics are documented adequately in

and | had a Webex meeting with ™"’
the document.
We are happy to have a further discussion if that is considered necessary.

Kind regards,

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

| Assistant Director — Researchg 22(1)
Country of Origin Information Services Section
Humanitarian Program Operations Branch
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Refugee, Humanitarian and Settlement Division
Immigration and Settlement Services Group
Department of Home Affairs

Phones 22(1)(a)(ii) Email s 22(1)(a)(i) @homeaffairs.gov.au.

s22(1)(a)(ii)
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$22(1)(a)(ii)
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From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: Request to Colombo preliminary inquiry [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Tuesday, 22 December 2020 11:54:02 AM
Attachments: image001.png
OFFICIAL: Sensitive
Thank you* 2"
s 22(1)(a)(ii) I similarly appreciate that

DFAT needs to be satisfied that any assessments including revisions have been thoroughly checked for reliability
given their potential to influence protection visa outcomes very directly.  22(1)(a)(ii)

Regards,

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

| Assistant Director — Researchg 22(1 )
Country of Origin Information Services Section
Humanitarian Program Capability Branch
Refugee, Humanitarian and Settlement Division
Immigration and Settlement Services Group
Department of Home Affairs

Phones 22(1)(a)(ii) Email s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au.

OFFICIAL: Sensitive

From:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 22 December 2020 11:31 AM
To: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: RE: Request to Colombo preliminary inquiry [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]

OFFICIAL:Sensitive

s22(1)ayl

Dear

Thanks for your email. It might be best to discuss before we approach Colombo Post. The request
below — seeking an update to assessments in the DFAT CIR — is quite different from standard cabled
information requests and, in my view, goes beyond the purpose of such requests. DFAT draft CIRs
and their assessments go through a robust consultation process with Posts, geographic divisions,
ONI and COISS, before clearance by both HOM and FAS MPD. I'd have concerns if we sought
updated assessments without a similar process.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
but it sounds like an update to the Sri
Lanka CIR would be welcome.

Please give me a call if you'd like to discuss.

Best regards
s 22(1)(a)(i)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) | Director | Country Information Report Section | Human Rights Policy and Social Inclusion Branch |
Multilateral Policy Division | Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

® s 22(1)(a)(ii) | 04 s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

From:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Sent: Tuesday, 22 December 2020 9:20 AM
To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>; Country Information Section <CIS@dfat.gov.au>

Subject: Request to Colombo preliminary inquiry [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
Dear ,

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Meanwhile, we have received a request from the decision making network for an update for some issues concerning
Sri Lanka which I have extracted without modification from the system. Could you please inquire of Colombo as to
whether they would be able to address questions of the sort below —we will likely modify these slightly. We would not
require a response within the standard 20 working days, but towards the end of February.

Regards,

522(1)(3)

s 47E(d)
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s 47E(d)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) | Assistant Director — Researchs 22(1)
Country of Origin Information Services Section
Humanitarian Program Capability Branch

Refugee, Humanitarian and Settlement Division
Immigration and Settlement Services Group

Department of Home Affairs

Phones 22(1)(a)(ii) Email s 22(1)(a)(i)) @homeaffairs.gov.au.

OFFICIAL

Important Notice: The content of this email is intended only for use by the individual or entity to
whom it is addressed. If you have received this email by mistake, please advise the sender and
delete the message and attachments immediately. This email, including attachments, may contain
confidential, sensitive, legally privileged and/or copyright information.

Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of this information by persons or entities
other than the intended recipient is prohibited. The Department of Home Affairs and ABF respect
your privacy and have obligations under the Privacy Act 1988.

Unsolicited commercial emails MUST NOT be sent to the originator of this email.
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From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)

To:

Cc:

Subject: RE: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comment _]
Date: Thursday, 7 October 2021 10:21:28 AM

HI s22(1)a)

Thanks for passing on. The team is looking at the draft.

Regards

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Director, Country of Origin Information Services Section
Humanitarian Operations Branch

Refugee, Humanitarian and Settlement Division
Immigration and Settlement Services Group
Department of Home Affairs

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)  @homeaffairs.gov.au

From:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 7 October 2021 9:56 AM
To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>

Subject: FW: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comment [N

H i s 22(1)a)ii)

Hope all is well with you. s 22(1)(a)(ii)
here is the draft Sri Lanka CIR for COISS comment

Thanks very much

s 22(1)a)l

From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Sent: Friday, 1 October 2021 8:17 PM

To:s 22(1)(a)(ii) @homeaffairs.gov.au>
Cc:s 22(1)(a)(ii) dfat.gov.au>

Subject: Draft Sri Lanka CIR for comment |G

28 of 135



DFAT DECLASSIFIED - COPY RELEASED UNDER FOI ACT 1982 LEX 8216

OFFICIAL

s22(1)a)

Dear
Please find attached the draft Sri Lanka Country Information Report update.

Obviously this draft has been prepared without a country visit but with about 20 remote
interviews and the generous assistance of Colombo Post.

I've tried to respond to the issues raised in your framework document and also in those of
AAT/IAA but if you feel I've missed the mark somewhere, please let me know.

We’d appreciate COISS’ comments and feedback on the draft by Friday 15 October, if

possible. Please let me know if this is an issue but we still need to clear past HOM Colombo and
the incoming FAS MPD and very keen to do so before Christmas. Grateful if comments could be
in track changes. As per usual practice, please do not share the draft with DHA decision makers.

Thanks very much.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
1l It
A/g Director | Country Information Report Section
Human Rights Policy & Social Inclusion Branch | Multilateral Policy Division

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade )
PhoneS 22(1)(@)(il) | Fax +61 2 6112 3600 |* 22 @dfat gov.au

Important Notice: The content of this email is intended only for use by the individual or
entity to whom it 1s addressed. If you have received this email by mistake, please advise
the sender and delete the message and attachments immediately. This email, including
attachments, may contain confidential, sensitive, legally privileged and/or copyright
information.

Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of this information by persons or
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. The Department of Home Affairs
and ABF respect your privacy and have obligations under the Privacy Act 1988.

Unsolicited commercial emails MUST NOT be sent to the originator of this email.
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