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Talking Points

• The Australian Government has reaffirmed Australia’s previous and longstanding position that Jerusalem

is a final status issue that should be resolved as part of any peace negotiations between Israel and the

Palestinian people.

• This reverses the former Government’s recognition of West Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.

• Australia’s embassy in Israel remains in Tel Aviv.

• Australia is committed to a two-state solution in which Israel and a future Palestinian state coexist, in

peace and security, within internationally recognised borders.

• Australia will always be a steadfast friend of Israel. We were among the first countries to formally

recognise Israel under Prime Minister Ben Chifley.
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Any use or disclosure of personal information about individuals and the incidents contained in this 

background should not be made public. To do so may constitute a breach of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth).

Background

Nil

Handling Notes

Media Interest

Approval
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• The Australian Government has reaffirmed Australia’s previous and 
longstanding position that Jerusalem is a final status issue that should be 
resolved as part of any peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian 
people.  

• This reverses the former Government’s recognition of West Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel.  

• Australia’s embassy in Israel remains in Tel Aviv. 
• Australia is committed to a two-state solution in which Israel and a future 

Palestinian state coexist, in peace and security, within internationally 
recognised borders   

• Australia will always be a steadfast friend of Israel. We were among the first 
countries to formally recognise Israel under Prime Minister Ben Chifley.   
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Hi ,
 
Yes, FMO has now cleared. Please see below.
 

The Australian Government continues to consider the final status of Jerusalem as a
matter to be resolved as part of any peace negotiations.
 
The former Government made the decision to recognise West Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel.
 
No decision to change that has been made by the current Government.
 
Australia remains a longstanding friend and strong supporter of Israel.

 
Happy to discuss further.
 
Cheers,
 

_______________________________
A/g Director | Levant Section 
Middle East Branch
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

www.dfat.gov.au
Web | Twitter | YouTube | Flickr
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