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1 Dr. Haruhisa Handa Chairman, International Foundation for Arts and Culture
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The Chargé d'Affaires ad interim of the Embassy of Australia 
Mr Peter Roberts OAM 

requests the pleasure of the company of 
 

 
 

 at an investiture ceremony for Dr Haruhisa Handa AO 
   

on Thursday, 28 July, 2022 
 at 11:00am 

 

at the Ambassador’s Residence 
 

To remind Attire: Business 
 

*All guests are kindly requested to wear face masks. 
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In your honour,  
 

The Chargé d'Affaires ad interim of the Embassy of Australia 
Mr Peter Roberts OAM 

requests the pleasure of the company of 
 

Dr Haruhisa Handa AO 
 

at the investiture ceremony for your appointment as an  
Honorary Officer of the Order of Australia 

   
on Thursday, 28 July, 2022 

 at 11:00am 
 

at the Ambassador’s Residence 
 

To remind Attire: Business 
*All guests are kindly requested to wear face masks. 
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  Updated on 15 July 2022/AA 

Investiture for Dr Handa  

 

Date : Thursday, 28 July 2022 Presenter : Mr Peter Roberts 

Time : 1100-1200 MC : xxxxx 

Place : Ambassador’s Residence 

 

Running order  

 

1030  doors open for guests  

 Guest book @ the entrance 

 Welcome drinks @ the Lounge 

1055 Dr Handa stand-by near the podium  

1100 Investiture ceremony starts 

 MC announcement (1 min) 

1102 Chargé d'affaires to proceed to front and 

 Welcomes Dr Handa and guests (2 mins) 

1104 Dr Handa to step forward and stand next to the Chargé d'affaires 

1105 MC to read out Dr Handa’s citation and then speaking notes (3 mins) 

1108 Award medal handed to Chargé d'affaires by 

 The winner to approach Chargé d'affaires and receive award medal 

 Chargé d'affaires congratulates Dr Handa and gives a toast 

1110 take a commemorative photo 

1114 MC to close the ceremony  

1115 Morning Tea to be served at the Terrace/Garden or Lounge/Dining room (if rains) 

1155 MC to make a closing address 

1200 event concludes 
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Investiture for Dr Haruhisa HANDA 

28 July - Event Order 

 

1030  Doors to open for guests, who will arrive in vans.  to arrive.   

 and  to greet guests on arrival and guide them to the guest book 

for signature. Mr Roberts, Ms Elias and  to be waiting inside to receive 

guests. 

Welcome drinks to be served in the lounge area until the commencement of the 

ceremony.   

1058 Mr Roberts and Ms Dobson move to the lectern at the front of the room. Dr Handa 

to be escorted to stand-by position near the podium. 

1100 Investiture ceremony starts with Ms Dobson announcing the proceedings. 

1102 Mr Roberts to welcome Dr Handa and guests. 

1105 Dr Handa to step forward and stand next to Mr Roberts. 

1105 Ms Dobson to read out Dr Handa’s citation and then speaking notes (3 mins) 

1109 Insignia handed to Mr Roberts by  

 Dr Handa to approach Mr Roberts and receive award medal 

1111 Formal ceremony ends. Ms Dobson asks  forward to make a toast, 

followed by possible toasts by  

 

1125 Dr Handa responds to toasts (3 mins) 

1128 MC to close the ceremony 

1128 Photo opportunity 

1128 Morning tea to be served on the terrace/garden or in the lounge in the event of rain.  

1200 Event concludes 

 Guests to leave through the front entrance in vans. 
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Investiture for Dr Haruhisa HANDA 

Event Order 

EVENT: Investiture for Dr Haruhisa HANDA upon his appointment as an 
Honorary Officer in the General Division of the Order of Australia  

DATE: Thursday 28 July 2022 

TIME: 1100-1200  

VENUE: Australian Embassy Ambassador’s Residence 

DRESS CODE: Business attire 

MEDIA: Official photographer 

KEY ATTENDEES: 

 

Australian Embassy 

Mr Peter Roberts, Chargé d’affaires Tokyo  

Lieutenant Commander Alana Dobson, Assistant Defence Attache 

Ms Claire Elias, Minister-Counsellor 

 

Japan 

Dr Haruhisa HANDA, Chair of Worldwide Support for Development 

List of other invitees attached 

OVERVIEW: There will be a formal ceremony for Dr Handa’s investiture and a 
short reception afterwards.  

INTERPRETATION Yes 

  

Run Sheet 

 

1030  Doors to open for guests, who will arrive in vans arranged by Dr Handa’s office.   

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - COPY RELEASED UNDER FOI ACT 1982 LEX 6151

8

s47E(d)

s22(1)(a)(iii)

s47F(1)



 and  to greet guests on arrival and guide them to the guest book 

for signature. Mr Roberts, Ms Elias and  to be waiting inside to receive 

guests. 

 Welcome drinks in the lounge area until the commencement of the ceremony.   

1058 Mr Roberts and MC move to the lectern at the front of the room. Dr Handa to be 

escorted to stand-by position near the podium. 

1100 Investiture ceremony starts with MC announcing the proceedings. 

1102 Mr Roberts to welcome Dr Handa and guests. 

1104 Dr Handa to step forward and stand next to Mr Roberts. 

1105 MC to read out Dr Handa’s citation and then speaking notes (3 mins) 

1108 Insignia handed to Mr Roberts by  

 Dr Handa to approach Mr Roberts and receive award medal 

1110 Formal ceremony ends. MC asks  forward to make a toast, followed by 

possible toasts by  (TBC). 

1117 Dr Handa responds to toasts (3 mins) 

1120 MC to close the ceremony 

1120 Photo opportunity 

1120 Morning tea to be served on the terrace/garden or in the lounge in the event of rain.  

1200 Event concludes 

 Guests to leave through the front entrance in vans. 
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Guest List Photo Board 

  

Dr. Haruhisa Handa 

Chairman, International Foundation 

for Arts and Culture 

 

Organized the G-20 Interfaith Forum 

Japan 2019 to discuss the vital roles 

religious institutions/beliefs play in 

world affairs. 
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Dr Haruhisa HANDA 

Businessman and 

philanthropist 

 
Form of Address: Dr Handa  

Year of Birth:  1952 

Education:  Economics, Doshisha University 

 
 

Handa comes from a sake-barrel manufacturing company in Hyogo and studied 

economics at Doshisha University. After graduation he joined a Japanese company but 

then resigned to establish a school called Misuzu Gakuen.  

Handa has operated under a range of aliases in the past, including Toshu Fukami and 

Leonardo Fukami. His connections to Australia date back to the 1980s when he started 

doing business in Perth. He reportedly discovered the sport of blind golf while he was in 

Perth, and this has become a large pillar of his philanthropic activities over the years.  

Over the years, Handa has also been interested in various artistic endeavours. He 

reportedly graduated from the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts in 2002. 

Handa has also studied tea ceremony, Noh, musical composition and singing. With a 

deep interest in opera, he has been a key patron of Opera Australia for many years, and 

since 2012 he has sponsored ‘Opera on the Harbour’ in Sydney.  

Handa founded a religious movement called World Mate (previously Cosmo Mate) in 

1984. He published a number of books, which sold well and the number of followers 

gradually grew.  

Handa has deep linkages to Cambodia, having founded the University of Cambodia in 

2003 and later serving as its Chancellor. He sponsors many scholarships for Cambodian 

students and serves as the Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Fukuoka.  
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Guest List Photo Board 

  

Dr. Haruhisa Handa 

Chairman, International Foundation 

for Arts and Culture 
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Dr Haruhisa HANDA 

Businessman and 

philanthropist 

 
Form of Address: Dr Handa  

Year of Birth:  1952 

Education:  Economics, Doshisha University 

 
 

Handa comes from a sake-barrel manufacturing company in Hyogo and studied 

economics at Doshisha University. After graduation he joined a Japanese company but 

then resigned to establish a school called Misuzu Gakuen.  

Handa has operated under a range of aliases in the past, including Toshu Fukami and 

Leonardo Fukami. His connections to Australia date back to the 1980s when he started 

doing business in Perth. He reportedly discovered the sport of blind golf while he was in 

Perth, and this has become a large pillar of his philanthropic activities over the years.  

Over the years, Handa has also been interested in various artistic endeavours. He 

reportedly graduated from the Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts in 2002. 

Handa has also studied tea ceremony, Noh, musical composition and singing. With a 

deep interest in opera, he has been a key patron of Opera Australia for many years, and 

since 2012 he has sponsored ‘Opera on the Harbour’ in Sydney.  

Handa founded a religious movement called World Mate (previously Cosmo Mate) in 

1984. He published a number of books, which sold well and the number of followers 

gradually grew.  

Handa has deep linkages to Cambodia, having founded the University of Cambodia in 

2003 and later serving as its Chancellor. He sponsors many scholarships for Cambodian 

students and serves as the Honorary Consul of Cambodia in Fukuoka.  
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Guest List Photo Board 

  

Dr. Haruhisa Handa 

Chairman, International Foundation 

for Arts and Culture 

 

Organized the G-20 Interfaith Forum 

Japan 2019 to discuss the vital roles 

religious institutions/beliefs play in 

world affairs. 
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OFFICIAL 
 

   
 

OFFICIAL 
  Page 1 of 3 

 

Title: Japan: Investiture of Dr Haruhisa HANDA 

MRN:    28/07/2022 04:19:30 PM ZE9 

To:  Canberra 

Cc: RR : London, Ottawa, Washington 

From: Tokyo 

From File: 
 

EDRMS 

Files: 

 

References:  

Response:  Routine, Information Only 

  

Comments:   

    To: TKYO/  

     --- Forwarded by TKYO/  --- 

Summary 

  

Post hosted an investiture ceremony for Dr Haruhisa Handa on 28 July at the Embassy's 

HOM residence. Dr Handa's invited guests included  

. After the completion of the investiture ceremony a number of Dr 

Handa's invited guests, including  gave congratulatory remarks for Dr Handa. 

 
  
 

Further to , on 28 July, Chargé Roberts hosted an investiture ceremony for Dr 

Haruhisa Handa at the Embassy's HOM residence. Dr Handa was appointed an Honorary 

Member in the General Division of the Order of Australia. The ceremony was conducted in 

accordance with instructions from Government House and under a warrant issued by the 

Governor-General.  

  

2. The guests at the ceremony, based on a list provided by Dr Handa's office, included  

 

 

  

3. Following the completion of the investiture ceremony a number of Dr Handa's invited 

guests, including , gave congratulatory remarks for Dr Handa.  
  
text ends 

 
Sent by:  
Prepared 
by:  

 

Approved 
by: 

Peter Roberts 

Topics: POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political, PROTOCOL/General 

▼New Distribution 
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Title: Japan: Investiture Ceremony for Dr Handa Haruhisa 

MRN:    20/07/2022 05:33:51 PM ZE9 

To:  Canberra 

Cc: RR : Kyiv, London, Ottawa 

From: Tokyo 

From File: 
 

EDRMS 

Files: 

 

References: The cable has the following attachment/s -  

Haruhisa Handa Honorary appointment in the Order of Australia - May 2022 

(4).pdf 

Dr Handa investiture - invite list.pdf 

Response:  Routine, Information Only 

  

Comments:   

    To:  

     --- Forwarded by  --- 

Summary 

  

Post will hold an investiture ceremony for high-profile Japanese businessman and 

philanthropist Dr Haruhisa HANDA on 28 July. We are limiting participants due to COVID. 

His invitees for the event include  

  

 

 

 
  
 

On 28 July, Chargé Roberts will host an investiture ceremony for Dr Haruhisa HANDA at the 

HOM residence. In May, Handa was appointed an honorary member in the General Division 

of the Order of Australia for his service to the arts, education and sport through philanthropic 

contributions (see attached). Handa is a businessman and philanthropist with a significant 

profile in Japan.  

  

2. Handa was originally planning to receive his award in Australia but his travel plans 

changed and instead he requested for the investiture ceremony to be held at Post in Tokyo. In 

light of the recent increase in COVID cases, we have limited the invite list for the event to 30 

external guests. The ceremony will coincide with a meeting of prominent international 

political figures held under the auspices of Handa's organisation, Worldwide Support for 

Development, which will be held in Tokyo across a number of days.   

  

3. The invitees for the investiture, based on a list provided by Handa's office,  
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Sent by: Claire Elias 
Prepared 
by:  

 

Approved 
by: 

Peter Roberts 

Topics: POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political, PROTOCOL/General 

▼New Distribution 
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