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Talking Points 

• Australia is a long-standing supporter of sexual and reproductive health and rights for 

everyone, everywhere 

o Around the world, millions of women and girls are not able to enjoy these 

rights, undermining their autonomy, health, safety, education and economic 

wellbeing. 

• Restricting safe and legal abortion does not reduce incidence of abortion  

o instead it often means those facing unwanted pregnancies are forced to seek 

unsafe abortion, with increased risk of death, serious injury and poverty 

o and it is the poorest and most marginalised who are likely to face these risks. 

• Australia’s health system provides for safe and legal abortion in all states and 

territories. 

• We will continue to fight for the rights of women and girls to make decisions about 

their own bodies and to access sexual and reproductive health services 

o this includes access to safe and legal abortion. 

If asked about the US Supreme Court’s decision (Dobbs v Jackson) to overturn Roe v Wade? 

• It wouldn’t be helpful to comment on US constitutional law 

o Australia’s support for universal sexual and reproductive health and rights is 

clear. 

o Access to sexual and reproductive health services saves lives, supports better 

health, enhances quality of life, and improves educational, social, 

psychological and economic outcomes for all. 

o Equitable access to sexual and reproductive health services is particularly 

critical for people in vulnerable situations 

If asked: will you discuss this decision with the Biden Administration? 
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• President Biden has stated his Administration’s support for reproductive rights very 

clearly, and we will continue to work with the United States to promote these rights 

globally. 

If asked: does the aid program fund abortion? 

• The Australian aid program supports the same range of sexual and reproductive 

health services in developing countries that are available in Australia, subject to the 

laws of those countries 

o investments in sexual and reproductive health are guided by DFAT’s Family 

Planning and the Aid Program: Guiding Principles (2009) and include 

information, education, family planning and maternal health services, 

abortion (where legal) and prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted 

infections and HIV. 

Any use or disclosure of personal information about individuals and the incidents 

contained in this background should not be made public. To do so may constitute a 

breach of the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth). 

Background 

On 24 June the United States Supreme Court overturned Roe v Wade in a 6-3 decision 

(Dobbs v Jackson Women’s Health Organization). The 1973 Roe v Wade decision had 

established a constitutional right to abortion in the United States. Abortion will now be 

regulated at the state level. A number of states have moved swiftly to enforce abortion bans 

already passed through their legislatures. More are expected to follow. President Biden noted 

that most states still recognise a women’s right to choose whether to continue, or not, with a 

pregnancy. On Twitter, he described the Dobbs v Jackson decision as “the realization of an 

extreme ideology and a tragic error”. He committed to safeguard the rights of women to 

cross state borders to seek an abortion, and to expand access to contraception and the 

medical abortion drug Mifepristone (RU 486). 

Australia's domestic and international position on access to safe abortion 

Australia has long advocated for universal sexual and reproductive health and rights, 

including the right to access safe abortion. We consistently work with like-minded states to 

advance this agenda in multilateral forums, including in the UN. DFAT 'Family Planing and 

the Aid Program: Guiding Principles' enable advocacy and the provision of safe abortion 

information and services. Direct support for this work includes funding for the International 

Planned Parenthood Federation and MSI Reproductive Choice (formerly Marie Stopes 

International). 

Responses in Australia and internationally 

Prime Minister Albanese said (doorstop interview 25 June) "...globally, is that this is a 

setback for women's health, and for the issue of women's safety as well. And this is a 

decision which goes to the heart of a woman's right to control her own body. And these are 

issues which aren't the subject of partisan political debate in Australia. And that's a good 
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thing. It's good here that we don't deal with it in the same way that has seen the division in 

the United States." 

Minister for Women, Sen. Katy Gallagher tweeted (25 June): “The decision by the US 

Supreme Court is a really disappointing one & one that women will feel right around the 

world. Today is a really difficult day for all who have fought long & hard to ensure that 

women have the right to make decisions about their own bodies. #RoeOverturned”. 

Minister for the Environment, Tanya Plibersek, tweeted 'Women’s reproductive choice is a 

fundamental human right' (25 June). 

On 27 June, Prime Minister Albanese said to media “people are entitled to their own views, 

but not to impose their views on women for whom this is a deeply personal decision. That is, 

in my view, one for an individual woman to make based upon their own circumstances, 

including the health implications. This decision has caused enormous distress. And it is a 

setback for women and their right to control their own bodies and their lives in the United 

States. It is a good thing that in Australia, this is not a matter for partisan political debate”. 

On 27 June, Minister for Women, Senator Katy Gallagher told media the decision was a 

“major setback on women’s rights to access healthcare”. “I would also say this hasn’t been 

front and centre of Australian politics and that’s a good thing. This matter has been dealt 

with at states and territories and there’s laws in place to protect women going through this 

very difficult process”. 

A number of world leaders have commented: 

• UK Prime Minister Johnson: “I think it’s a big step backwards… I’ve always 

believed in a woman’s right to choose and I stick to that view and that is why the UK 

has the laws that it does.” 

• French President Macron: “Abortion is a fundamental right for all women. It must be 

protected. I wish to express my solidarity with the women whose liberties are being 

undermined by the Supreme Court of the United States.” 

• Canadian PM Trudeau: “The news coming out of the United States is horrific… No 

government, politician or man should tell a woman what she can or cannot do with 

her body. I want women in Canada to know that we will always stand up for your 

right to choose.” 

• NZ PM Ardern: “Watching the removal of a woman’s fundamental right to make 

decisions over their own body is incredibly upsetting… To see that principle now lost 

in the United States feels like a loss for women everywhere.” FM Mahuta: “The US 

Supreme Court’s overturning Roe v Wade is draconian and does not support the right 

of women to choose. How can this happen?” 

• Dutch FM Hoekstra: “Today is a reminder that the struggle for the rights of women is 

never over. The Netherlands stands firmly for the health and rights of all women and 

girls around the world, to be able to decide about their own bodies and lives.” 

• US Secretary of State Blinken: ‘As Secretary of State, I usually avoid commenting on 

Supreme Court rulings, but today’s decision overturning Roe v. Wade has raised 

understandable questions and concerns across the world and within our workforce. 

So let me be clear: under this Administration, the State Department will remain fully 

committed to helping provide access to reproductive health services and advancing 

reproductive rights around the world. And this Department will do everything 
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possible to ensure that all our employees have access to reproductive health services, 

wherever they live. 

Handling Notes 

Nil 

Media Interest 

There has been widespread coverage in mainstream, online and print media. We anticipate 

long standing interest as ramifications emerge in the US and beyond. Articles include: 

What overturning Roe v Wade means for Australia: Sydney Morning Herald, 25 June 

Abortion decision deepens cultural divide between US and Australia: Sydney Morning 

Herald, 26 June 

‘Cataclysmic and chaotic’: Abortion battle lines drawn as legal floodgates open: Sydney 

Morning Herald, 28 June 

Roe v Wade has been overturned. Here’s what this will mean: The Guardian Australia, 25 

June 

Abortion rights were hard-won in Australia- the Roe v Wade ruling shows how easily they 

could be taken away 27 June 

‘Devastating’: Australian politicians respond to US supreme court’s decision on abortion 

rights: The Guardian Australia 27 June 

Monday briefing: How the end of Roe v Wade has already transformed America: The 

Guardian Australia, 27 June 

Roe v Wade movement is ‘strong’ and ‘genuinely felt’: The Australian, 28 June 

Statement from President Biden on his Administration's position: FACT SHEET: President 

Biden Announces Actions In Light of Today’s Supreme Court Decision on Dobbs v. Jackson 

Women’s Health Organization | The White House 
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