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s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

convey the comment below on the ties between Mr Black and Mr Epstein:

ss. 47E(d); 47G

Chairman/CEO/Co-
Founder is Leon Black. Mr Black has been in the US media recently in relation to his ties with Jeffrey Epstein, the
wealthy investor accused of sex trafficking. A recent story in the New Yorker from 6 September, 2019 (attached)
reported that Mr Epstein coordinated donations from Leon Black (55.5 million) and Bill Gates to the MIT Media Lab.
Also attached is a New York Times article from 1 August 2019 which discusses Mr Black’s efforts to distance himself
from Mr Epstein”.

ss. 47C; 47TE(d); 47G

note Black’s denials of the closeness of his ties to Epstein ss. 47C, 47E(d) and 47G

Black’s past ties to Epstein nevertheless continue to attract media attention Ss- 47C; 47E(d); 47G

kind regards

s. 22(1)(a) i)

Executive Officer | Investment Branch (IVB)
Investment and Economic Division (IVD)
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
B+61 2 6261 s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Follow DFAT on Twitter

australia.
2Z018-2020

Member of the
United Nations Human Rights Council
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Sent: Wednesday, 9 October 2019 2:04 PM
To: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Cc: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Subject: ss. 47C; 47E(d); 47G

[DLM=For-Official-Use-Only] [SEC=PROTECTED, DLM=Sensitive]
Attachments: s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

PROTECTED
Sensitive

Good morningS- 22(1)(a)(ii)
s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

ss. 47C and 47E(d)
Leon Black’s ties to Jeffrey Epsteinss. 47C; 47E(d); 47G

Epstein had committed serious crimes over a long period

of time contemporaneously with his pursuit of ties to Black. We note Black’s denials of the closeness of his ties to
Epsteinss. 47C and 47E(d)

Black’s past ties to Epstein nevertheless
continue to attract media attentionss. 47C; 47E(d) and 47G e

kind regards

s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

Executive Officer | Investment Branch (IVB)
Investment and Economic Division (IVD)
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
@+61s. 22(1)(a)(ii) Mob:s. 22(1)(a)(ii)

»  Follow DFAT on Twitter
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United Nations Human Rights Council
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ss. 47C; 47E(d) and 47G

Mr Black has been in the US media recently in relation to his ties with Jeffrey Epstein, the wealthy investor accused
of sex trafficking. A recent story in the New Yorker from 6 September, 2019 (attached) reported that Mr Epstein
coordinated donations from Leon Black {$5.5 million) and Bill Gates to the MIT Media Lab. Also attached is a New
York Times article from 1 August 2019 which discusses Mr Black’s efforts to distance himself from Mr Epstein.

ss. 47C; 47E(d) and 47G

Kind Regards,

s. 22(1)(a)(i)

Trade Branch
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Embassy of Australia
1601 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington DC 20036-2273

E | s-22(1)(a)(i) @dfat.gov.au
T | |
M|
e
‘E”ﬁ‘«t_
MATESHIP

s. 22(1)(a)(i)
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Attachments: New Yorker - Epstein MIT article.pdf; NY Times Article 1 August Black and Epstein.pdf
UNCLASSIFIED

Hi 8. 22(1)(a)(i)

ss. 47C; 47E(d) and 47G

Mr Black has been in the US media recently in relation to his ties with Jeffrey Epstein, the wealthy investor accused
of sex trafficking. A recent story in the New Yorker from 6 September, 2019 (attached) reported that Mr Epstein
coordinated donations from Leon Black {$5.5 million) and Bill Gates to the MIT Media Lab. Also attached is a New
York Times article from 1 August 2019 which discusses Mr Black’s efforts to distance himself from Mr Epstein.
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THE

NEW.YQRKER

HOW AN ELITE UNIVERSITY RESEARCH
CENTER CONCEALED ITS
RELATIONSHIP WITH JEFFREY EPSTEIN

New documents show that the M.1.T. Media Lab was aware of Epstein’s status
as a convicted sex offender, and that Epstein directed contributions to the lab far
exceeding the amounts M.LT. has publicly admitted.

By Ronan Farrow September 6, 2019

Update: On Saturday, less than a day after the publication of this story, Joi Ito,
the director of the M.I.'T. Media Lab, resigned from his position. “After giving
the matter a great deal of thought over the past several days and weeks, I think
that it is best that I resign as director of the media lab and as a professor and
employee of the Institute, effective immediately,” Ito wrote in an internal e-mail.
In a message to the M.1.T. community, L. Rafael Reif, the president of M.I.T.,
wrote, “Because the accusations in the story are extremely serious, they demand an
immediate, thorough and independent investigation,” and announced that
M.LT.’s general counsel would engage an outside law firm to oversee that

investi gaz‘ion.

he ML.I.T. Media Lab, which has been embroiled in a scandal over

accepting donations from the financier and convicted sex offender
Jeftrey Epstein, had a deeper fund-raising relationship with Epstein than it
has previously acknowledged, and it attempted to conceal the extent of its
contacts with him. Dozens of pages of e-mails and other documents
obtained by The New Yorker reveal that, although Epstein was listed as
“disqualified” in M.I.T"s official donor database, the Media Lab continued
to accept gifts from him, consulted him about the use of the funds, and, by
marking his contributions as anonymous, avoided disclosing their full
extent, both publicly and within the university. Perhaps most notably,
Epstein appeared to serve as an intermediary between the lab and other
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wealthy donors, soliciting millions of dollars in donations from individuals
and organizations, including the technologist and philanthropist Bill Gates
and the investor Leon Black. According to the records obtained by 7e
New Yorker and accounts from current and former faculty and staff of the
media lab, Epstein was credited with securing at least $7.5 million in
donations for the lab, including two million dollars from Gates and $5.5
million from Black, gifts the e-mails describe as “directed” by Epstein or
made at his behest. The effort to conceal the lab’s contact with Epstein was
so widely known that some staff in the office of the lab’s director, Joi Ito,
referred to Epstein as Voldemort or “he who must not be named.”

The financial entanglement revealed in the documents goes well beyond
what has been described in public statements by ML.I.T. and by Ito. The
University has said that it received eight hundred thousand dollars from
Epstein’s foundations, in the course of twenty years, and has apologized for
accepting that amount. In a statement last month, M.I.'T'’s president, L.
Rafael Reif, wrote, “with hindsight, we recognize with shame and distress
that we allowed MIT to contribute to the elevation of his reputation, which
in turn served to distract from his horrifying acts. No apology can undo
that.” Reif pledged to donate the funds to a charity to help victims of sexual
abuse. On Wednesday, Ito disclosed that he had separately received $1.2
million from Epstein for investment funds under his control, in addition to
five hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars that he acknowledged
Epstein had donated to the lab. A spokesperson for M.I.T. said that the
university “is looking at the facts surrounding Jeffrey Epstein’s gifts to the
institute.”

The documents and sources suggest that there was more to the story. They
show that the lab was aware of Epstein’s history—in 2008, Epstein pleaded
guilty to state charges of solicitation of prostitution and procurement of
minors for prostitution—and of his disqualified status as a donor. They also
show that Ito and other lab employees took numerous steps to keep
Epstein’s name from being associated with the donations he made or
solicited. On Ito’s calendar, which typically listed the full names of

participants in meetings, Epstein was identified only by his initials.
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Epstein’s direct contributions to the lab were recorded as anonymous. In
September, 2014, Ito wrote to Epstein soliciting a cash infusion to fund a
certain researcher, asking, “Could you re-up/top-off with another $100K so
we can extend his contract another year?” Epstein replied, “yes.”
Forwarding the response to a member of his staff, Ito wrote, “Make sure
this gets accounted for as anonymous.” Peter Cohen, the M.I.T. Media
Lab’s Director of Development and Strategy at the time, reiterated, “Jeffrey
money, needs to be anonymous. Thanks.”

> On Sep 9, 2014, at 12:11 , jefirey E. || KNG -:
>

> > yes

>

> > On Tue, Sep 9, 2014 at 1:02 PM, Joi Ito | N rotc:

> > Hi Jeffrey. We still have some money left in the account for I, but re need to renew his contract/appointment at

MIT.ﬁI'l will be a year in November. Could you re-up/top-off with another $100K so | can extend his contract for another
ary

.

== Jol

-

Jeff Epstein money

To:

Tue, Sep 9, 2014 at 8:50 PM

Jeffrey money, needs to be anonymous. Thanks.

Peter F. Cohen
Director of Development and Strategy
MIT Media Lab

s=eeeeeee FOTWATJEH MESSAQE =mememeee
From: Joi lte
Date: Tue, Sep 9, 2014 at 1:54 PM
Subject: Re: INEGN

To:

Make sure this gets accounted for as anonymous.

Epstein’s apparent role in directing outside contributions was also elided. In
October, 2014, the Media Lab received a two-million-dollar donation from
Bill Gates; Ito wrote in an internal e-mail, “This is a $2M gift from Bill
Gates directed by Jeffrey Epstein.” Cohen replied, “For gift recording
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purposes, we will not be mentioning Jeffrey’s name as the impetus for this
gift.” A mandatory record of the gift filed within the university stated only
that “Gates is making this gift at the recommendation of a friend of his
who wishes to remain anonymous.” Knowledge of Epstein’s alleged role
was usually kept within a tight circle. In response to the university filing,
Cohen wrote to colleagues, “I did not realize that this would be sent to
dozens of people,” adding that Epstein “is not named but questions could
be asked” and that “I feel uncomfortable that this was distributed so
widely.” He wrote that future filings related to Epstein should be submitted
only “if there is a way to do it quietly.” An agent for Gates wrote to the
leadership of the Media Lab, stating that Gates also wished to keep his
name out of any public discussion of the donation.

On Oct 18, 2014, at 14:05 , Peter Cohen | NEREGEGTRERGEGE oto:

> Great!

-

> For gift recording purposes, we will not be mentioning Jeffrey's name as the impetus for this gifi. I've let 2 folks in
central development who need to know know.
>

> Thanks.

-]

>pe

>

>

>

> Peter F. Cohen

> Director of Development and Strategy

> MIT Media Lab

=

> On Thu, Oct 16, 2014 at 2:00 PM, Joichi Ito |GGG ot
> Hi all.

>

> This is a $2M gift from Bill Gates directed by Jeffrey Epstein.

=

> - Joi

-

A spokesperson for Gates said that “any claim that Epstein directed any
programmatic or personal grantmaking for Bill Gates is completely false.”
A source close to Gates said that the entrepreneur has a long-standing
relationship with the lab, and that anonymous donations from him or his
foundation are not atypical. Gates has previously denied receiving financial
advisory services from Epstein; in August, CNBC reported that he met
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with Epstein in New York in 2013, to discuss “ways to increase
philanthropic spending.”

Joi Ito and Peter Cohen did not respond to repeated requests for comment.
Ito, in his public statements, has downplayed his closeness with Epstein,
stating that “Regrettably, over the years, the Lab has received money
through some of the foundations that he controlled,” and acknowledging
only that he “knew about” gifts and personally gave permission. But the
e-mails show that Ito consulted closely with Epstein and actively sought the
various donations. At one point, Cohen reached out to Ito for advice about
a donor, writing, “you or Jeffrey would know best.”

Epstein, who socialized with a range of high-profile and influential people,
had for years been followed by claims that he sexually abused underage
girls. Police investigated the reports several times. In 2008, after a Florida
grand jury charged Epstein with soliciting prostitution, he received a
controversial plea deal, which shielded him from federal prosecution and
allowed him to serve less than thirteen months, and much of it on a “work
release,” permitting him to spend much of his time out of jail. Alexander
Acosta, the prosecutor responsible for that plea deal, went on to become
President Trump’s Secretary of Labor, but resigned from that post in July,
amid widespread criticism related to the Epstein case. That same month,
Epstein was arrested in New York, on federal sex-trafficking charges. He
died from suicide, in a jail cell in Manhattan, last month.

Current and former faculty and staff of the media lab described a pattern of
concealing Epstein’s involvement with the institution. Signe Swenson, a
former development associate and alumni coordinator at the lab, told me
that she resigned in 2016 in part because of her discomfort about the lab’s
work with Epstein. She said that the lab’s leadership made it explicit, even
in her earliest conversations with them, that Epstein’s donations had to be
kept secret. In early 2014, while Swenson was working in M.I.T’s central
fund-raising office, as a development associate, she had breakfast with
Cohen, the Director of Development and Strategy. They discussed her
application for a fund-raising role at the Media Lab. According to
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Swenson, Cohen explained to her that the lab was currently working with
Epstein and that it was seeking to do more with the financier. “He said Joi
has been working with Jeffrey Epstein and Epstein’s connecting us to other
people,” Swenson recalled. She assumed that Cohen raised the matter “to
test whether I would be confidential and sort of feel out whether I would be
O.K. with the situation.”

Swenson had seen that Epstein was listed in the university’s central donor
database as disqualified. “I knew he was a pedophile and pointed that out,”
she said. She recalled telling Cohen that working with Epstein “doesn’t
seem like a great idea.” But she respected the lab’s work and ultimately
accepted a job with them.

That spring, during her first week in her new role, the issue arose again.
Swenson recalled having a conversation with Cohen and Ito about how to
take money from Epstein without reporting it within the university. Cohen
asked, “How do we do this?” Swenson replied that, due to the university’s
internal-reporting requirements, there was no way to keep the donations
under the radar. Ito, as Swenson recalled, replied, “we can take small gifts

anonymously.”

In the course of 2014 and 2015, according to the e-mails and sources, Ito
and Epstein also developed an ambitious plan to secure a large new influx
of contributions from Epstein’s contacts, including Gates, without
disclosing the full extent of the financier’s involvement to ML.I.T.’s central
fund-raising office. The e-mails show that Epstein was the point person for
communication with the donors, including Gates and Black, the founder of
Apollo Global Management, one of the world’s largest private-equity firms.
In one message to Ito, Epstein wrote, “Gates would like a write up on our
one science program for tues next week.” In an e-mail from Cohen to Ito,
asking whether Black wished his contributions to remain anonymous,
Cohen wrote, “Can you ask Jeffrey to ask Leon that?” He added, “We can
make it anonymous easily, unless Leon would like the credit. If Jeffrey tells
you that Leon would like a little love from MIT, we can arrange that

»

too. ...
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Subject: Re:
Date: September 26, 2014 at 22:23:27 +0900
To: Joi lto

more specofic so that he can help fund

On Fri, Sep 26, 2014 at 9:20 AM, Joi Ito | | GGt

The one with Barnaby or a more general paper?
Are you sick?

Sent from my iPhone

On Sep 26, 2014, at 21:42, jefirey E. || NEGTGTNGNGNGEEEEEEGE ot

GAtes would like a write up on our one science program for tues next weeek

Black declined to comment. A source close to him said that he did not
intend for the donation to be anonymous. Black has downplayed his
relationship with Epstein in recent months, describing it as limited and
focussed on tax strategy, estate planning, and philanthropic advice. He has
declined to answer questions about business dealings with Epstein that
suggest a closer relationship. Several years after Epstein’s conviction, Black
and his children and Epstein jointly invested in a company that makes

emission-control products.

Although the lab ultimately secured the $7.5 million from Gates and Black,
Epstein and Ito’s fund-raising plan failed to reach the still larger scale that
they had initially hoped. Epstein had suggested that he could insure that
any donations he solicited, including those from Gates and Black, would be
matched by the John Templeton Foundation, which funds projects at the
intersection of faith and science. Ultimately, the Foundation did not
provide funding and a spokesperson said that the organization has no

records related to any such plan.
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In the summer of 2015, as the Media Lab determined how to spend the
funds it had received with Epstein’s help, Cohen informed lab staff that
Epstein would be coming for a visit. The financier would meet with faculty
members, apparently to allow him to give input on projects and to entice
him to contribute further. Swenson, the former development associate and
alumni coordinator, recalled saying, referring to Epstein, “I don’t think he
should be on campus.” She told me, “At that point it hit me: this pedophile
is going to be in our office.” According to Swenson, Cohen agreed that
Epstein was “unsavory” but said “we’re planning to do it anyway—this was
Joi’s project.” Staffers entered the meeting into Ito’s calendar without
including Epstein’s name. They also tried to keep his name out of e-mail
communication. “There was definitely an explicit conversation about
keeping it off the books, because Joi’s calendar is visible to everyone,”
Swenson said. “It was just marked as a V.I.P. visit.”

By then, several faculty and staff members had objected to the university’s
relationship with Epstein. Ethan Zuckerman, an associate professor, had
voiced concerns about the relationship with Epstein for years. In 2013,
Zuckerman said, he pulled Ito aside after a faculty meeting to express
concern about meetings on Ito’s calendar marked “J.E.” Zuckerman recalled
saying, “I heard you're meeting with Epstein. I don’t think that’s a good
idea,” and Ito responding, “You know, he’s really fascinating. Would you
like to meet him?” Zuckerman declined and said that he believed the
relationship could have negative consequences for the lab.

In 2015, as Epstein’s visit drew near, Cohen instructed his staff to insure
that Zuckerman, if he unexpectedly arrived while Epstein was present, be
kept away from the glass-walled office in which Epstein would be
conducting meetings. According to Swenson, Ito had informed Cohen that
Epstein “never goes into any room without his two female ‘assistants,””
whom he wanted to bring to the meeting at the Media Lab. Swenson
objected to this, too, and it was decided that the assistants would be

allowed to accompany Epstein but would wait outside the meeting room.
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On the day of the visit, Swenson’s distress deepened at the sight of the
young women. “I'hey were models. Eastern European, definitely,” she told
me. Among the lab’s staff, she said, “all of us women made it a point to be
super nice to them. We literally had a conversation about how, on the off
chance that they’re not there by choice, we could maybe help them.”

Swenson and several other former and current M.I.T. Media Lab
employees expressed discomfort over the lab’s recent statements about its
relationship with Epstein. In August, two researchers, including
Zuckerman, resigned in protest over the matter. In a Medium post
announcing the decision, Zuckerman wrote that M.I.T. had “violated its
own values so clearly in working with Epstein and in disguising that
relationship.” Zuckerman began providing counsel to other colleagues who
also objected. He directed Swenson to seek representation from the legal
nonprofit Whistleblower Aid, and she began the process of going public.
“Jeffrey Epstein shows that—with enough money—a convicted sex offender
can open doors at the highest level of philanthropy,” John Tye, Swenson’s
attorney at Whistleblower Aid, told me. “Joi Ito and his development chief
went out of their way to keep Epstein’s role under wraps. When institutions
try to hide the truth, it often takes a brave whistle-blower to step forward.

But it can be dangerous, and whistle-blowers need support.”

Questions about when to accept money from wealthy figures accused of
misconduct have always been fraught. Before his conviction, Epstein
donated to numerous philanthropic, academic, and political institutions,
which responded in a variety of ways to the claims of abuse. When news of
the allegations first broke, in 2006, a Harvard spokesperson said that the
university, which had received a 6.5-million-dollar donation from him
three years earlier, would not be returning the money. Following Epstein’s
second arrest, in 2019, the university reiterated its stance. Many institutions
attempted to distance themselves from Epstein after 2006, but others,
including the M.I.'T. Media Lab, continued to accept his money. When
such donations come to light, institutions face difficult decisions about how
to respond. The funds have often already been spent, and the tax
deductions already taken by donors. But the revelations about Epstein’s
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widespread sexual misconduct, most notably reported by Julie K. Brown in
the Miami Herald, have made clear that Epstein used the status and
prestige afforded him by his relationships with élite institutions to shield
himself from accountability and continue his alleged predation.

Swenson said that, even though she resigned over the lab’s relationship with
Epstein, her participation in what she took to be a coverup of his
contributions has weighed heavily on her since. Her feelings of guilt were
revived when she learned of recent statements from Ito and M.LT.
leadership that she believed to be lies. “I was a participant in covering up for
Epstein in 2014,” she told me. “Listening to what comments are coming
out of the lab or ML.I.T. about the relationship—I just see exactly the same
thing happening again.”

d b

Ronan Farrow is a contributing writer to The New Yorker and the author of the
Sforthcoming book “Catch and Kill: Lies, Spies, and a Conspiracy to Protect
Predators.” His reporting for The New Yorker won the 2018 Pulitzer Prize for

public service. Read more »

Read something that means something. Try The New Yorker and get a free tote.
Cancel anytime. Subscribe now. »
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BUSINESS Elhe New York Eimes

Leon Black Plays Down Ties to Jeffrey
Epstein but Is Silent on 2011 Deal

By Matthew Goldstein and Jessica Silver-Greenber;

Aug. 1,2019

Leon D. Black, whose Apollo Global Management is among the world’s largest private equity firms, has gone to great
lengths to distance himself from Jeffrey Epstein, the wealthy financier accused of sex trafficking.

In an email to employees last week and a quarterly earnings conference call and a letter to investors in the firm’s funds
on Wednesday, Mr. Black described his relationship with Mr. Epstein as one largely limited to tax strategy, estate
planning and philanthropic advice.

“I want to emphasize that Apollo has never done any business with Mr. Epstein at any point in time,” Mr. Black said in
his letter, a copy of which was reviewed by The New York Times.

Most important, he wrote, “I was completely unaware of, and am deeply troubled by, the conduct that is now the subject
of the federal criminal charges brought against Mr. Epstein.”

But so far, Mr. Black has not discussed a company that he and his four children — as well as Mr. Epstein — invested in
three years after Mr. Epstein pleaded guilty to a charge of soliciting prostitution from a minor in Florida. Mr. Epstein’s
financial advisory firm took a roughly 6 percent equity stake in Environmental Solutions Worldwide in 2011. Two of Mr.
Black’s sons serve on the board of the company, which makes emission control products, according to the company
website.

A spokeswoman for Mr. Black did not have a comment.

In the weeks since Mr. Epstein’s arrest in July, Mr. Black has found himself in the thorny situation of having to explain
his personal business dealings with Mr. Epstein.

“Neither Mr. Epstein nor any company controlled by him has ever invested in any funds managed by Apollo,” Mr. Black
said in the letter.

He also denied a report, published by Bloomberg, that he had given Mr. Epstein access to Apollo’s senior executives. “No
other Apollo employee ever engaged Mr. Epstein or used his professional services,” he wrote.

Even so, investors have taken note. One of the nation’s largest public pension funds, the California Public Employees’
Retirement System, or Calpers, planned a call with Apollo on Thursday to discuss Mr. Black’s letter and some issues it
still wants clarity on, said Wayne Davis, a Calpers spokesman.

“Clearly, we need an understanding about what the letter said and what has been in the news,” Mr. Davis said.
“Reputational risk is very important to us because it will impact the bottom line and that will impact us.” He declined to
comment further Thursday night.

Mr. Black is one of the few Wall Street and corporate titans to have issued formal statements on their connections to Mr.
Epstein, who pitched himself as an investment wizard who catered 10 a who’s who of corporate America.

But Mr. Epstein’s longtime image lacks substance. In reality, he had only a few relationships on Wall Street. The most
important was Leslie H. Wexner, the billionaire founder of the L Brands retail empire, which included Victoria’s Secret
and The Limited. For nearly two decades, Mr. Wexner gave Mr. Epstein broad and unfettered powers to invest his
personal fortune — which in turn helped Mr. Epstein become fabulously wealthy.

Mr. Black, a widely respected figure on Wall Street, was also an important connection for Mr. Epstein. The two met in the
late 1990s, and Mr. Epstein soon began working for Mr. Black. Over the next 15 or so years, including after Mr. Epstein’s
guilty plea in 2008, the two men met at Mr. Epstein’s palatial townhouse in Manhattan, according to people who were
there.
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Mr. Black alggsmsdIr. Epstein on the board of hlsmmlﬂﬂ:ﬁwordmg to public charitable filings. Those

uux.umciub bllUW Lllal. 1vu E‘pbl.ﬁul deyCU 011 I.llc IJUd.lu Ul LllC ucma auu LGUll Dld.bl& ruuuuauuu ullLll LULL, WCll d.ll.tl uc
pleaded guilty in Florida. Mr. Black has described that as a paperwork error; he said Mr. Epstein stepped down in 2007,
the year before his plea.

“On a few occasions,” Mr. Black wrote, “I donated money to certain charitable organizations with which Mr. Epstein was
affiliated, and he made contributions to certain charitable organizations that are meaningful to me.”

Kate Kelly contributed reporting.

A version of this article appears in print on Aug. 2, 2019, Section B, Page 3 of the New York edition with the headline: Apollo Chief Says Link To Epstein Was Limited
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