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SYRIA - AUSTRALIANS IN IDP CAMPS; 

ISSUES
 Australians in Internally Displaced 

Person (IDP) Camps;  

KEY MESSAGES
• Aware that two Australian families have now returned to Australia 

from an IDP camp in Syria
­ the Government did not repatriate this group, nor will we assist 

any ISIS-linked Australians seeking to return from Syria.

If asked: Was the Australian Government involved in the recent 
departure of two Australian families from the Al Roj IDP camp?
• No. The Australian Government is not repatriating Australians 

seeking to return from Syria. 

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)

s 22(1)(a)

DFAT- RELEASED UNDER THE FOI ACT - LEX 13672



12 May 2026  QB26-000043

Prepared By: Cleared By:
Name: 
Branch: CPB / MEB
Phone: 

Name: 
Position: A/g Assistant Secretary
Branch/Division: CPB / CCD 
Phone: 

Page 2 of 7OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

If asked: Was the US involved in this recent departure? 
• Aware of media reports on US involvement in facilitating the 

departure of this group from the camp.
• We cannot speak for the US on this matter, nor comment on 

unverified reports
­ the Australian Government has been very clear on its position – 

we are not repatriating ISIS-linked individuals from Syria.

If asked: Why did the Government say it would not provide 
assistance to individuals to return, yet granted them passports? 
Why didn’t the Government ‘manage’ their return, instead putting 
Australia’s security at risk?
• Under legislation, any Australian can apply for and, if they meet the 

eligibility requirements, be issued an Australian passport.
• Our Consular Services Charter includes issuing replacement 

passports and travel documents as a standard service.
• The Australian Government has long been aware of individuals in 

IDP camps in Syria with an intention to return to Australia.
• Australia’s security agencies are prepared to respond to any self-

managed returns from IDP camps
­ the Government has confidence in its security agencies.

If pressed: Will other women be arrested if they try to return to 
Australia?

• Where Australians returning to Australia have allegedly breached 
Australian law, they will be, where appropriate, and on a case-by-
case basis, subject to law enforcement action.

• Unable to comment on individual cases dur to privacy 
considerations.

Status of Australian women and children in IDP camps in Syria
• In 2019, the Australian Government repatriated eight Australian

unaccompanied minors.
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• On 29 October 2022, the Australian Government repatriated four 
Australian women and their 13 Australian children to New South 
Wales from an IDP camp in Syria.

• On 26 September 2025, one further family [two women and four 
children] found their own way to Australia from an IDP camp in 
northeastern Syria.

• On 7 May 2026, two further families [four women and their nine 
children] travelled to Australia from a Syrian IDP camp.

If asked: Are more Australian women and children going to depart 
the IDP camps and attempt to return to Australia? 
• DFAT has no role in monitoring the movement of Australians 

overseas.

If pressed: Why were the women and children able to depart the 
camp this time, and not in February?
• This is a matter for camp authorities and the Syrian Government. 
• The Australian Government was not involved in either attempted 

departure.
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Background 
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Australian-linked individuals in IDP camps and detention centres in northeast Syria
On 7 May 2026, two families (four women and their nine children) arrived in Australia after 
leaving Al-Roj camp. Three women were arrested on arrival in Australia. The media had first 
reported on their travel to Damascus on 24 April 2026, due to an agreement between camp 
and Syrian government authorities. On 28 April, media reported that the US had assisted in 
securing the agreement for their departure. 
On 16 February 2026, media reported that the remaining cohort of 34 Australian women and 
children in Al-Roj had left the camp under SDF escort, however were turned away by STG 
officials as they did not have the appropriate permissions to enter STG-controlled territory. 
Extensive media coverage reported that Dr Jamal Rifi paid for the passport and citizenship 
applications for the cohort and travelled to Syria with the passports in his possession to 
assist the cohort’s travel to Damascus. On 18 February, the Minister for Home Affairs 
announced he has raised a Temporary Exclusion Order (TEO) against one of the women.

The Commonwealth defeated a legal action brought by Save the Children Australia (STCA) 
in June 2023 (on behalf of 10 women and 21 children in northeast Syria) to compel the 
Government to repatriate the women and children to Australia. The Federal Court dismissed 
STCA’s application, finding there was insufficient evidence of Commonwealth control over 
this cohort. STCA’s appeal was dismissed by the Full Federal Court on 18 June 2024 and 
the High Court refused special leave for a further appeal on 23 September 2024. 
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