DFAT - RELEASED UNDER THE FOI ACT 1982 - LEX13503

02 March 2026

ISSUES

For current regional conflict see:
Conflict 2026 - Consular

IRAN

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)ii)

— Middle East Regional

Middle East Regional Conflict 2026, ° 22(1)()(i)

KEY MESSAGES
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Prepared By:

Names 22(1)(a)(ii)
Branch: ISG | MAD | MEB
Phones 22(1)(a)(ii)

Cleared By:

Name: Matt Wise

Position: Assistant Secretary
Branch/Division: ISG | MAD | MEB
Phone:S 22(1)(2)(ii)

Page 1 of 14 °'*8



DFAT - RELEASED UNDER THE FOI ACT 1982 - LEX13503 .
02 March 2026 s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes against Iran consistent with international law?
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e ltis for Israel and the US to explain the legal basis of their actions.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes againstlran consistent with international law?
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From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)
To: s 22(1)(a) Brett Mason3; s 22(1)(a)(ii) Alan Copeland; s 22(1)(a)(ii)
Simon Johnstone; Sarah deZoeten; s 22(1)(a)(ii)  Flona Webster; Peter
Sawczak; Kate Mitchell; Dougal McInnes; Elizabeth McGregor; Mathew tox; s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Cc: Paul Griffiths; s 22(1)(a)(ii) ; Matthew Wise
Subject: Strikes on Iran - updated TPs for urgent review _, ACCESS=Legal-Privilege]
Date: Saturday, 28 February 2026 7:40:04 PM

Attachments: US strikes on Iran - contingency TPs (20 February 2026).docx

Legal privilege
All,

Grateful for your urgent review (needed by NLT 2000 tonight) of updated TPs following
Israel and US strikes on Iran tonight — attached and below.

/1

Kev messages
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes against Iran consistent with international law?
® Australia has a longstanding position of support and respect for international

law and is firmly committed to its obligations.

® |tisforlsrael and the US to explain the legal basis of its actions.
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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From: s 22(1)(a)(ii)
To: s 22(1)(a)(ii)
Subject: DFAT Talking Points - Middle East Regional Conflict 2026 - v2 [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
Date: Sunday, 1 March 2026 6:57:37 AM
OFFICIAL:Sensitive
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DISTRIBUTION:
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Topic: CONSULAR Originating Division:

CCD
Subject: Middle East Regional Conflict 2026
Version Date: 1/3/2026 Reason for Update:
Version: 2 Expiry: 1/04/2026

Talking Points
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes against Iran consistent with international law?

o Australia has a longstanding position of support and respect for international law and
is firmly committed to its obligations.
o It is for Israel and the US to explain the legal basis of their actions.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Australian Government Response

Prime Minister Albanese issued a statement saying "we support the US acting to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to prevent Iran continuing to threaten
international peace and security".

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes against Iran consistent with international law?
o It is for Israel and the US to explain the legal basis of their actions.

o [ran has been a destabilising force in the region for decades
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o including orchestrated attacks on Australia.
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Australian Government Response

On 28 February 2026, Prime Minister Albanese issued a statement with Deputy Prime
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Minister Marles and Foreign Minister Wong saying "we support the US acting to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to prevent Iran continuing to threaten
international peace and security".

s 22(1)(a)(ii) Foreign Minister Wong said in a press conference, ®

Urging ‘the protecz‘ion2
civilian life’ and ‘the resumption of dialogue and diplomacy’. Further calling on all
parties to ‘adhere to international humanitarian law’. s 22(1)(@)(i)

)

Prime Minister Albanese said in a press conference at 1130 on 1 March Australia ‘stands
with the brave people of Iran in their struggle against what is an oppressive regime’. We
‘support the United States acting to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to
prevent Iran from continuing to threaten international peace and security’.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

e We join our partners in calling on all parties to adhere to international humanitarian
law.
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes against Iran consistent with international law?

o [tis for Israel and the US to explain the legal basis of their actions.
s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Australian Government Response

On 28 February 2026, Prime Minister Albanese issued a statement with Deputy Prime
Minister Marles and Foreign Minister Wong saying "we support the US acting to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to prevent Iran continuing to threaten
international peace and security".
s 22(1)(a)(ii) Foreign Minister Wong said in a press conference, °
Urging ‘the protectio 28&
civilian life’ and ‘the resumption of dialogue and diplomacy’. Further calling on all (5' ies

to ‘adhere to international humanitarian law’. s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Prime Minister Albanese said in a press conference at 1130 on 1 March Australia ‘stands
with the brave people of Iran in their struggle against what is an oppressive regime’. We
‘support the United States acting to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to
prevent Iran from continuing to threaten international peace and security’.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

e We join our partners in calling on all parties to adhere to international humanitarian
law.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Are Israeli/US strikes against Iran consistent with international law?

e It is for Israel and the US to explain the legal basis of their actions.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Australian Government Response

On 28 February 2026, Prime Minister Albanese issued a statement with Deputy Prime
Minister Marles and Foreign Minister Wong saying "we support the US acting to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to prevent Iran continuing to threaten
international peace and security".
s 22(1)(a) i) Foreign Minister Wong said in a press conference, o
Urging ‘the protection of
civilian life’ and ‘the resumption of dialogue and diplomacy’. Further calling on all parties
to ‘adhere to international humanitarian law’. s 22(1)()(i)

Prime Minister Albanese said in a press conference at 1130 on 1 March Australia ‘stands
with the brave people of Iran in their struggle against what is an oppressive regime’. We
‘support the United States acting to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon and to
prevent Iran from continuing to threaten international peace and security’.

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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