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Title:  Qatar: Iranian retaliatory response – Sitrep 1
MRN:      28/02/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Africa Posts , Middle East Posts , ASEAN Posts 
From:  Doha 

   Sent by: 
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:
At 09:26 on 28 February, Israel and the United States launched pre-emptive strikes on Iran, 
prompting an immediate Iranian response that included missile fire targeting the US-operated 
Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar. By 13:30, three rounds of missiles had been reported towards 
Doha, all of which were intercepted according to local reporting.  

 We used social media channels to amplify shelter in place alerts and 
share updated travel advice. Qatar has temporarily closed its airspace.

 Travel Advice
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 8.   Post has recommended Travel Advice be 
updated to “Do Not Travel.”

Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM (Flanagan)
Topics:  CONSULAR/Consular Contingency Planning , POLITICAL-ECONOMIC

/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis Management , POLITICAL-
ECONOMIC/Civil Aviation 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (9-12) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Qatar: Sitrep 2
MRN:      01/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Africa Posts , Middle East Posts , ASEAN Posts 
From:  Doha 

   Sent by: 
References:   
Attachments:   
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:
Iranian missiles continue to be intercepted over Doha, with more than 100 audible blasts in the 
skies through the day. Missile debris has fallen in populated areas but to date there are no 
reports of direct strikes.  

 
 

 

 

Travel Advice
6.  Post has amplified the travel advice - which is now at the level of Do Not Travel - across 
official social media channels and the Facebook group used by the Australian community.
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Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM (Flanagan)
Topics:  CONSULAR/Consular Contingency Planning , POLITICAL-ECONOMIC

/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis Management , POLITICAL-
ECONOMIC/Civil Aviation 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 14 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (15-18) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Lebanon: Middle East Regional Conflict 2026 - Sitrep 1 
MRN:      01/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Beirut 

   Sent by: 
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

 
 

 Post has 
broadcast the raised travel advice on social media. Lebanese airspace is open and MEA flights 
are continuing apace, but most other airlines have cancelled their flights.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Travel advice level

8. The overall travel advice for Lebanon was raised to Do Not Travel on 28 February to reflect
the deteriorating regional security situation. The updates have been shared to post's social
media channels.

Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM 
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , SECURITY/Threats & 

Risks , CONSULAR/Crisis Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (21-25) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Lebanon: Middle East Regional Conflict – SITREP 3
MRN:      02/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Beirut 

   Sent by: 
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:
In the early hours of 2 March, Hizballah launched a volley of rockets into northern Israel. Israel 
has responded with heavy strikes in Beirut’s southern suburbs, southern Lebanon and the 
Bekaa Valley.  Airspace remains open and Middle East Airlines 
continues to fly. Post is closed to the public 2 and 3 March, with most staff working from 
home. Consular demand is low so far and focused on departures.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Travel advice

8. Post assesses the current travel advice level for Lebanon remains appropriate. UK 
government travel advice was raised to ‘all but essential’ and ‘against all travel’ (orange and 
red equivalent) for Lebanon on 1 March.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 28 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (29-32) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Lebanon: Middle East Regional Conflict – SITREP 5
MRN:      03/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Beirut 

   Sent by: 
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

 
 

Post is encouraging 
Australians to take commercial flights out of Lebanon.  

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Travel advice 

8 Post assesses the current travel advice level for Lebanon remains appropriate..

Sent By:
Prepared By:  Beirut Post
Approved By:  DHOM
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management , POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/Domestic Political 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 34 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) - this section, together with the following pages (35-39) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Kuwait: 
MRN:     28/02/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Kuwait City 

   Sent by: 
Response:  Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

ost has instructed to Australians in Kuwait to shelter in place via a social media alert, 
and HOM has recommended Kuwait’s travel advisory be raised to Level 4 (DNT).
Sent By:
Prepared By:
Topics:  CONSULAR/Consular Contingency Planning , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 40 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (41-43) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Kuwait:  – Sitrep 1 - 28 February 2026
MRN:      01/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Kuwait City 

   Sent by: 
Attachments:   
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:
On 28 February, following Israel and US strikes on Iran, Iran retaliated with missile and drone 
attacks on Kuwait.  

 Kuwait has closed its airspace. 
 

e have amplified smartraveller messaging and advised Australians to 
shelter in place. Kuwait’s MFA has requested an Australian statement or minister level call in 
solidarity.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)



  PROTECTED 
   

    

   
  PROTECTED 

 
 

Page 2 of 8

 

10. Post has re-shared subsequent Smartraveller updates across Instagram and Facebook, 
including the “Do Not Travel” advisory update.

 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Travel Advice

13.  Kuwait’s 
travel advisory has been elevated to “Do Not Travel”, which remains appropriate.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM 
Topics:  CONSULAR/Consular Contingency Planning , POLITICAL-ECONOMIC

/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis Management , POLITICAL-
ECONOMIC/Civil Aviation 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 47 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (48-51) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Kuwait: Middle East Regional Conflict 2026 – Sitrep 2 - 01 March 2026
MRN:      02/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Kuwait City 

   Sent by: 
References:   
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:
Kuwait is currently calm. Kuwait Armed Forces announced interception of 97 ballistic missiles 
and 283 drones overnight.  

 

 Land borders with Saudi Arabia 
are open, airspace remained closed, and repairs to Kuwait airport have begun.  

and post received four consular assistance 
enquiries.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)



s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Travel Advice

17.  “Do Not Travel” advice remains appropriate.

Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM 
Topics:  CONSULAR/Consular Contingency Planning , POLITICAL-ECONOMIC

/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis Management , POLITICAL-
ECONOMIC/Civil Aviation 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

- this section, together with the following pages (55-59) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Riyadh Accreditations: Middle East Conflict 2026 - Sitrep 1 - 28 
February 2026 1845hrs

MRN:      01/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Riyadh 

   Sent by: 
References:   
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

 
 

 
Saudi and Omani airspace and airports remain open. Bahrain’s airspace is closed. 

The Houthis announced they were resuming attacks on Israeli and US linked ships in the Red 
Sea. 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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10. Travel advice has been raised to Do Not Travel. Australians were advised to shelter in place 
through post’s social media accounts prior to the first strike. We have encouraged Australians 
in Bahrain to follow the advice of local authorities. Bahrain’s Ministry of Interior is issuing 
clear and practical advice in both English and Arabic. Bahrain activated its sirens prior to the 
strikes.
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 62 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) - this section, together with the following pages (63-66) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Riyadh Accreditations: Middle East Conflict 2026 - Sitrep 2 - 1 March 
2026 1400hrs

MRN:      01/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Riyadh 

   Sent by: 
References:   

Attachments:   
Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

 Prince Sultan Air Base outside 
Riyadh was hit overnight and injuries were reported. Eyewitnesses continue to report missile 
interceptions over Riyadh, with more than 20 ballistic missile attacks estimated on or over 
Saudi Arabia since Saturday. In Bahrain, Iranian drones hit several civilian high-rise towers, 
including the ENA Tower in downtown Manama. Authorities reported four people had been 
injured. Duqm Port (in south-east Oman) was targeted by two drones, injuring one person. Air 
travel is disrupted but Saudi and Omani airspace and airports remain open for international 
flights, except for brief closures during incoming strikes.

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)



  OFFICIAL:Sensitive 
   

    

   
  OFFICIAL:Sensitive 

 
 

Page 2 of 7

Bahrain update

 

10. Travel advice remains Do Not Travel. Australians have been advised to shelter in place 
through post’s social media accounts.

 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Sent By:  
Prepared By:
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 69 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) - this section, together with the following pages (70-73) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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Title:  Riyadh Accreditations: Middle East Conflict 2026 - Sitrep 3 - 1 March 
2026 2000hrs

MRN:      02/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Riyadh 

   Sent by: 
References:

Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

 
 

 
 Iranian attacks targeted two oil tankers off Oman’s north-

eastern coast. Bahrain’s airspace remains closed, but Saudi and Omani airspace and airports are 
remained open for international flights, except for brief closures during incoming strikes.

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Bahrain update
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15.  Travel advice remains Do Not Travel. 

 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Sent By:  
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 77 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) - this section, together with the following pages (78-81) are irrelevant and have been removed. 



  OFFICIAL:Sensitive 
   

    

   
  OFFICIAL:Sensitive 

 
 

Page 1 of 9

Title:  Riyadh Accreditations: Middle East Conflict 2026 - Sitrep 4 - 2 March 
2026 1900hrs

MRN:      03/03/2026 
To:  Canberra 
Cc:  Middle East Posts 
From:  Riyadh 

   Sent by: 
References:

Response:   Routine, Information Only 
Summary:

 
 

 
 

 
 

Bahrain’s airspace remains closed. Saudi and Omani airports remain open 
for international flights, except for brief closures during incoming strikes.

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 82 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Bahrain update

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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16.  Travel advice remains appropriate at Do Not Travel. 

 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)



s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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Sent By:
Prepared By:
Approved By:  HOM
Topics:  POLITICAL-ECONOMIC/International Political , CONSULAR/Crisis 

Management 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499

Page 86 of 102

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii) - this section, together with the following pages (87-90) are irrelevant and have been removed. 
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From: Claire Rochecouste
Sent: Tuesday, 3 March 2026 10:29 PM
To:
Cc: Travel Advice
Subject: RE: For approval: Updates to the Conflict (red banner) page based on ROP message 

[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

Cleared. Thanks for improving the tone and language. 

OFFICIAL 

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, March 3, 2026 8:06 PM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; Claire Rochecouste <Claire.Rochecouste@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: Travel Advice <travel.advice@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: For approval: Updates to the Conflict (red banner) page based on ROP message [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Approved by me, thanks

Claire – over you for approval by 10am tomorrow. 

_______________________________ 
Director | Smartraveller Communications Section (CIN) 
Consular Communications and Policy Branch (CIB) | Consular and Crisis Management Division (CCD) 
Department of Foreign AƯairs and Trade  

 | E Smartraveller.comms@dfat.gov.au 
smartraveller.gov.au | Facebook | X | Instagram | YouTube  

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Tuesday, 3 March 2026 4:51 PM 
To: @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: For approval: Updates to the Conflict (red banner) page based on ROP message [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 - LEX 13499
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)
(a)(ii)







OFFICIAL 

OFFICIAL 

Terrorist attacks can happen at any time or place. Maintain a high level of security awareness. Avoid places that 
attract foreigners, tourists or crowds. If there's a security incident, follow the advice of local authorities. Read 
our advice about terrorism.  

The safety of Australians overseas is our priority, including our diplomatic staff. Australian embassies and 
consulates in the UAE,  Israel and Qatar are closed. Do not go to closed mission. Non-essential Australian 
officials have also been directed to leave: 

• Israel 
• Lebanon 
• Qatar 
• the UAE  

A small number of Australian officials remain in these places to provide essential consular services. All 
dependants of Australian officials have left the Middle East. Read our travel advisories for more details.  

If you're in the affected areas 
• Make plans to leave if safe to do so. Stay informed about the status of land, sea and air border 

crossings. 
• Stay indoors in a safe place and limit your movements. If you must go out, take heightened personal 

security measures. Be aware of your surroundings.  
• Attacks have targeted airports, hotels, roads, bridges and other civilian infrastructure.   
• There is growing concern about the increased risk of attacks on Israeli, Jewish and US interests. 
• Avoid: 

o Israeli and US diplomatic missions and locations associated with Israeli, Jewish and US 
interests 

o government buildings 
o military sites 
o energy infrastructure, including oil production facilities 
o other foreign diplomatic missions and foreign interests. 

• Follow the instructions of local authorities and monitor local warning systems. If warned of an 
imminent attack, move to a shelter, ideally underground or close to ground level. If that isn't possible, 
seek an inner room without windows. 

• Keep in contact with your family and friends. Let them know you're safe. 
• Stay updated. Follow local and international media. Subscribe to Smartraveller and follow us on social 

media @smartraveller. Also follow the social media of the nearest Australian embassy or consulate.  

Be aware that local infrastructure, including airports, phone and internet access, may be disrupted.  

Read our advice about  what to do when there is armed conflict.  

Government services for Australians in the Middle East 
Online passport applications 
Online passport applications are temporarily open for Australians in: 

• Israel 
• Iraq 
• Kuwait 
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• Lebanon
• Qatar
• UAE

You can apply online if: 
• you’ve held a 10-year Australian passport issued after 1 January 2006, or
• you’re applying for a child passport.

Go to passports.gov.au to apply. 

DFAT will contact you to arrange delivery or pick-up of your passport. 

Returning pets to Australia 
Australia’s import rules for cats and dogs from Middle Eastern countries have not changed. 

Cats and dogs must: 
• arrive in Australia with a valid biosecurity import permit
• meet all import requirements.

If you need advice about bringing your pet to Australia, contact the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry (DAFF): 

• +61 3 8318 6700 from overseas
• 1800 900 090 in Australia
• imports@aff.gov.au.

For more information: 
• read our advice about travelling with pets
• learn more from DAFF.

Centrelink payments 
If you get a Centrelink payment and can’t return to Australia as planned, you may be eligible for an extension to 
your payment.  

To discuss your circumstances and request an extension, contact Services Australia. 

Visit Service Australia for more information about getting payments overseas. 

Visas 
For information about Australian visas, visit the Department of Home Affairs. 

Transiting the Middle East 
Advice to ‘do not travel’ also includes applies to transit and layovers in affected locations. Even if you don’t plan to 

leave the airport, do not transit through these countries.

Airports, hotels, roads, bridges and other infrastructure in the region have been struck with missiles.  

Airspace may close at short notice. Flights can change or stop at short suddenly. Borders can close.  

If you transit through a ‘Do not travel’ location you may be unable to leave. Your safety will be at risk. 

Read our advice about the global travel impacts of conflict in the Middle East.  
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_______________________________ 
Digital Communications Lead | Smartraveller Communications Section (CIN) 
Consular Communications and Policy Branch (CIB) | Consular and Crisis Management Division (CCD) 
Department of Foreign AƯairs and Trade  

 | E Smartraveller.comms@dfat.gov.au 
smartraveller.gov.au | Facebook | X | Instagram | YouTube 
 

 
 
We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to land, waters and 
community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, past, present and emerging. 
 

From: Claire Rochecouste <Claire.Rochecouste@dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, 1 March 2026 2:45 PM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: YELLOW crisis banner - 1 March 2026 [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
 

OFFICIAL 

 
As agreed, let’s: 
Expand Red banner to also refer to ROP and add ROP links to Middle East conflicts page 
 
Add yellow! banner beneath it linking to new Global travel disruptions article/page  

 
 
Lebanon on homepage swaps to Israel for today.  
 
 
Socials 
Agree we should stick to yellow ! for this. Edit on version: 
 
// 
 
Military conflict in the Middle East has caused widespread airspace closures, flight cancellations and other travel 
disruptions both in the region and globally.  
 
Your travel plans may be impacted, even if your destination is not in the Middle East. Flights can change at short 
notice. Contact your travel agent or airline to confirm your plans. Review your travel insurance to understand what 
is covered in the event of cancellations. 
 
There are heightened security risks in the Middle East. Prioritise your safety, monitor events and follow local 
advice, including instructions to shelter in place. 
 
// 
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Cleared as above. 
 
 
Claire Rochecouste (she/her) 
Assistant Secretary 
Consular Communications and Policy Branch | Consular and Crisis Management Division  
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• stadiums and sporting venues. 

There is growing concern about increased risk of attacks on Israeli, Jewish and US interests globally. 
Avoid Israeli and U.S diplomatic missions and locations associated with Israeli, Jewish and US interests 

While you're travelling 
• Prioritise your safety, take official warnings seriously and follow the advice of local authorities. 
• Monitor local and international news and be aware of current affairs where you're going. 
• Be alert to possible threats, especially in public places or mass gatherings. 
• Avoid locations that could be at higher risk of terrorist attacks. 

• Report anything suspicious to the police. 

• Keep in touch with your travel agent, airline and travel insurance policy provider in the event of flight 
delays, cancellations, or increased travel advice levels. 

Do Not Travel locations: 

In the Middle East region, the Australian Government advises Do Not Travel to: 
• Bahrain 
• Iran 
• Iraq 
• Israel 
• Kuwait 
• Lebanon 
• Palestine 
• Qatar 
• Syria 
• United Arab Emirates 
• Yemen 

Australian embassies and consulates in Israel and the UAE remain closed.  Non-essential Australian officials 
have been directed to leave: 

• Israel 
• Lebanon 
• the UAE 

A small number of Australian officials remain in these locations to provide essential consular services. All 
dependants of Australian officials have left the Middle East.  

Read more 
Read our advice about: 

• conflict 
• terrorism 
• kidnapping 
• protests and civil unrest. 
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