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KEY ISSUE BRIEF – PAX SILICA SUMMIT – 12 DECEMBER, WASHINGTON  

 Australian senior officials will attend the ‘Pax Silica’ Summit on technology 

supply chains convened by Under Secretary of State for Economic Affairs 
Helberg, with NSC participation. 

o UK, ROK, Japan, Singapore, the Netherlands, Israel, and UAE were 
also invited and are attending. 
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Pacific narrative: 

 As well as me, I have a Minister for Pacific Island affairs and three 
others assisting in the portfolio, with the Prime Minister also closely 
engaged 

Detailed actions: 
In the Pacific, Australia: 

 is leading with unprecedented investments  
o is the largest foreign assistance provider [USD 1.4 billion, 

larger than China, Japan, NZ, France and EU combined], 
o is the largest infrastructure financer [USD2.6 billion AIFFP, 

plus MDBs] 
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 AUD4 billion portfolio through the Australian 
Infrastructure Financing Facility in the Pacific – 57 
projects in 11 countries: 

 eg. PNG Ports Infrastructure Investment Program 
– Kimbe Port, Kavieng Port, Lae Tidal Basin, Oro 
Bay and Daru Port [AUD$521m (loan) 
AUD$100m], 

 eg. Palau ECHO Submarine Cable – (co-
financed with USAID, JBIC and DoI) [AU 
contribution AUD$12.6m (loan) AUD$2.1m 
(grant)], 

 eg. Fiji Airports – Maintenance and Upgrades 
[AUD$68.4m], 

 eg. PNG Energy Program – Ramu 1, Gerehu 
Substation and Smart Meters [Total 
AUD$171.4m (loan) AUD$42.9m (grant)], 

 eg. Connect Papua New Guinea – Roads Repair 
(in parallel with ADB) [AU contribution 
AUD$61.6m (loan) AUD$20.8m (grant)], 

o the largest security assistance provider [22 patrol boats, over 
AUD 700 million in law enforcement investments over 4 
years], including: 

 Pacific Maritime Security Program  
 

 Pacific Policing Initiative  
 

 Pacific Cyber Resilience  
 Australian Border Force Pacific presence  

 
 Pacific Fusion Centre  

$3.7m ongoing from FY22/23], 
 Pacific Security College [$36m FY19/20-FY26/27], 
 Pacific Response Group (Defence funded), 
 Pacific Humanitarian Warehousing Program – All 

Pacific Island Countries, with Kiribati warehousing 
open  

 
 Pacific Policing Partnerships Program – Nauru, PNG, 

Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Vanuatu  
 

 Australia Pacific Defence School – Kiribati, Papua New 
Guinea, Vanuatu, Tuvalu, Tonga, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Fiji, Palau, Federated States of Micronesia, 
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Cook Islands, Republic of the Marshall Islands  
 

 Defence Cooperation Program  

 PNG Bilateral Security Agreement 
 

o Falepili Union treaty with Tuvalu  
 

o treaty with Nauru  

o and we have struck other deals: PNG on a rugby league 
franchise [over $600m out to 2034, including $250m for the 
Pacific Rugby League Partnership],  

 

 is bolstering people-to-people links  
 

o 31,000 Pacific workers employed in Australia through Pacific 
Australia Labour Mobility (PALM) scheme [over AUD440 
million invested], 

o up to 3,000 Pacific Engagement Visa (PEV) recipients per 
year  

o Churches Partnership Program [AUD3.3m], 
o PacificAus Sports [AUD15.6m per annum], 
o Team Up program [AUD6m per annum]. 
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Southeast Asia narrative: 

Detailed actions 
Australia taking the following actions In Southeast Asia: 

 is deepening productive ties with key regional countries and 
leaders  

o including by signing a bilateral Treaty on Common Security 
with Indonesia [12 Nov], that commits us to consult each 
other on a regular basis on common security and should 
there be any challenges to common security,  

o has elevated our Comprehensive Strategic Partnership with 
Singapore [8 Oct], 

 is growing our bilateral defence relationships and presence  
o has invested in  and 

conducted Maritime Cooperation Activities with the 
Philippines (and the US and Japan),  
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o has bolstered defence ties with Indonesia by signing a 
bilateral Treaty on Common Security [12 Nov] and Defence 
Cooperation Agreement [29 Aug 2024], 

o has expanded maritime cooperation into new areas, 
including investing USD41 million in maritime domain 
awareness and broader civil maritime cooperation  

 is building cyber capabilities 
o Australia is investing A$83.5 million over four years (2024-

28) in the Southeast Asia and Pacific Cyber Program (SEA-
PAC Cyber) to build cyber capacity and resilience in the 
Indo-Pacific. 

o has established our AUS2 billion investment financing facility 
o is implementing our Southeast Asia economic strategy, 

Invested, and deployed Deal Teams to the region; 
o including for the Southeast Asia Infrastructure Financing 

Facility (AUD250 million) and the Asia-Pacific Debt Fund 
(AUD175 million), 

o have supported Monash University’s $1 billion investment to 
build a new campus in Kuala Lumpur, 

 is increasing our development assistance to AUD1.3 billion 

 the Southeast Asia Government-to-Government 
Partnership ($50m), 

 new phases of the Mekong-Australia Partnership 
($222.5m) and Investing in Women ($80m), 

 finalising a second phase of the Partnerships for 
Infrastructure ($195m), 

 providing approximately 2,600 long and short term 
scholarships,  

 providing health services to almost 5 million 
Cambodians, and  

 provided almost one million people in Myanmar with 
humanitarian assistance 
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Indo-Pacific 

We need a balance of power where no country dominates, to avoid one adversary dominating 

the region. 
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