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Mechanisms to implement a greater role for the SBS 

A number of submissions discussed mechanisms by which SBS content could be made more accessible to 
Indo-Pacific audiences. A key theme that arose from submissions was that the relevance of content will likely 
be informed by the amount of additional investment that is available – while existing content may be 
beneficial and of interest, the most relevant content would be content created by the SBS for the express 
purpose of Indo-Pacific broadcasting. 

The inclusion of SBS and NITV programming into the PacificAus TV content slate was suggested by some 
Partner broadcasters in Solomon Islands and Vanuatu through diplomatic post responses, and also through 
submissions.  

The Griffith Asia Institute submitted that ‘SBS and NITV have much to offer by way of programming that can 
be broadcast to the Pacific (subject to adjustments to the charter if required) as well as making audience-
appropriate content available for rebroadcast in the region via the relevant national broadcasters’. 

 

 

 

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b)

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b)
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It was announced in the 2022-23 Budget that the initiative had been extended for one year. This included an 
increase in the programming hours to over 2,100 (for the 2023 calendar year). 

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b)
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Indo-Pacific Broadcasting Review (the Review) Report 
– October 2023 Addendum 
Since the completion of the Review report, the Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional 
Development, Communications and the Arts, and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade have 
undertaken further research and analysis on shortwave. This addendum to the Report provides further 
clarification and context on various points made in the Report.  

Use of shortwave as redundancy for other technology 
Page 18: Technical advantages and disadvantages of shortwave 

Shortwave radio could address difficulties in reaching Pacific countries in the case of natural disasters, political 
changes, or other events that would disrupt local broadcast, however it would rely on local listeners having 
access to appropriate shortwave receivers and being aware of which frequencies to tune in to. 

If the primary motivation for reinstating shortwave is for communication with Pacific countries in the case of 
disasters, this could also be achieved through partnership with existing broadcasters, such as RNZ. 

Other options could also be investigated, as future technologies may provide similar advantages, such as 
satellite internet. 

Consideration would also need to be given to what content would be broadcast in this manner. While 
shortwave radio could be a useful medium for broadcasting international news, for example, it would be less 
suitable for locally relevant emergency information, as each transmission tower would only broadcast one 
signal across several countries or areas. 

Solomon Islands and Vanuatu use of shortwave 
Page 19: Solomon Islands, Vanuatu 

The wider existing availability of shortwave receivers in the Solomon Islands would alleviate some of the 
requirement to increase awareness of the existence of shortwave that exists in other Pacific countries, but it 
does not indicate that the appetite for Australian shortwave broadcast exists in the country. 

 

ABC currently broadcasts locally in the Solomon Islands capital city of Honiara on 107 FM. In Vanuatu, ABC 
broadcasts from Port Vila on 103 FM. Additionally, ABC content is available on SIBC and VBTC domestic 
shortwave services.  

 

The ABC was allocated $32 million in the October 2022 Federal Budget, and a further $8.5 million in the May 
2023 Federal Budget to boost the ABC’s Asia and Pacific services. The ABC has stated it will use this funding to 

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b), s 47C(1)

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b), s 47C(1)
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install more FM transmitters in the region, and expand bespoke radio and TV content. The ABC has told the 
departments it intends to establish a second Solomon Islands FM transmission site in Gizo, the capital of the 
Western Province of the Solomon Islands. Further expansion of ABC’s FM transition coverage reduces the 
number of listeners who could be reached by shortwave, who would not already have access to ABC content 
via FM. 

While SIBC and VBTC broadcast over shortwave locally, they also broadcast over AM, and online. Due to the 
broadcast nature of radio, it is more difficult to assess listenership, however affordable access to the internet 
is increasing in the Pacific. 

 
 

 

s 33(a)(iii)

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b)
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DFAT – DECLASSIFIED – RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 LEX 13311

44 of 45



 

 

Comparisons to alternative technology 
Page 23: Assessment of current net benefits of restoration 

Shortwave broadcast would only be available in one language at a time across the Pacific, where FM can be 
tailored to the languages of local audiences. 

 
  

Access to international news (including from Australia and New Zealand) is appealing to Pacific audiences, 
however they prefer platforms other than shortwave.  

 
  

 
 The audio quality of shortwave is very low 

compared to other broadcast technologies, including AM, FM, digital. As shortwave signals are bounced off 
the ionosphere to reach receivers, suitable frequencies are different depending on time of day. This means 
that most 24-hour shortwave transmissions will change frequency twice a day, requiring listeners to tune to 
the new frequency in order to follow a broadcast.  

s 45(1), s 47G(1)(a), s 47G(1)(b), s 47C(1)
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