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From: Media
Sent: Saturday, 3 January 2026 8:22 PM
To:
Cc:  Julie Shams;   Media
Subject: Venezuela - media points [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: SITREP 2 : Venezuela : Strikes in Caracas [SEC=OFFICIAL]; Re: [EXTERNAL] ABC non-

urgent query re Venezuela [SEC=OFFICIAL]; [EXTERNAL] US operation in Caracas

Importance: High

OFFICIAL 

Good morning

As requested, sharing the below media TPs prepared by line area in consultation with Bogota, Washington, 
UNNY and CCD.  

POC is Acting FAS TID, Paul Schofield, . 

For your awareness, we received two enquiries overnight/this morning (attached) from /AFP 
and ABC. I have asked for a response by 8am this morning.  

Kind regards, 

Note to media: Unless otherwise specified, the information contained in this email is for background only. 
_________________________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
P +61 2 6261 1555  
dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 

© Brooke Rigney-Lively (2024) 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to 
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, 
past, present and emerging. 

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 7:08 AM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: Sarah deZoeten <Sarah.Dezoeten@dfat.gov.au>; Harinder Sidhu <Harinder.Sidhu@dfat.gov.au>; Paul Schofield 
<Paul.Schofield@dfat.gov.au>; George Mina <George.Mina@dfat.gov.au>; Anna Oldmeadow 
<Anna.Oldmeadow@dfat.gov.au>; Adam Mccarthy <Adam.McCarthy@dfat.gov.au>;  
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@dfat.gov.au>; Dougal McInnes <Dougal.McInnes@dfat.gov.au>; Kate Mitchell 
<Kate.Mitchell@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; 

@dfat.gov.au>; Shilpa Pullela <Shilpa.Pullela@dfat.gov.au>; John Larkin 
<John.Larkin@dfat.gov.au>; Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; Julie Shams <Julie.Shams@dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Beth Delaney 
<Beth.Delaney@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Rachel Moseley 
<Rachel.Moseley@dfat.gov.au>; @pmc.gov.au; Elizabeth Ward <Elizabeth.Ward@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Venezuela - media points [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
Importance: High 
 

OFFICIAL 
Dear  
 
Please find attached points cleared by Acting FAS TID, Paul Schofield. 
 
With thanks to all who contributed. 
 

 
Developments in Venezuela 

 We are monitoring developments closely and call for calm. 
 What is important now is a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the 

Venezuelan people. 
 We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important. 

  
Legality of US military action in Venezuela 

 Call for de-escalation of tensions. 
 We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important. 
 Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary. 
 It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 
 What is most important now is a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the 

Venezuelan people. 
  
Legality of arrest of President Maduro and his wife and their transfer to US 

 Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary. 
 We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important. 
 It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions. 

  
President Trump’s stated intention for US to run Venezuela until a safe and judicious transition 
can take place 

 Support a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people. 
 We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important. 

  
President Trump’s statement that it would be ‘very tough’ for (de-facto opposition leader and 
Nobel Peace Prize recipient) Maria Corina Machado to lead Venezuela 

 Support a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people. 
  
Does Australia recognize President Maduro? 

 Australia has a longstanding policy of recognizing states, not governments 
  
Has the US requested assistance or support for its actions? 
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 United States military action is a matter for the US Government.
 The US has not requested Australian support.

Will Australia condemn US actions? 
 It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions.
 Call for de-escalation of tensions.

If pressed: 
 We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important.
 Australia’s approach on issues of transnational crime is to cooperate with regional parties to

disrupt and prosecute, where possible.

Has the US committed war crimes with respect to strikes on alleged drug boats in the 
Pacific/Caribbean 

 Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary.
 We are consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important.

Background 
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  The US military also conducted air strikes (on 
military targets) in the Venezuelan states of Miranda, Aragua and La Guair. 

In a press conference on 4 January 2026 President Trump said the US was going to run Venezuela 
"until such a time that we can do a safe, proper and judicious transition".  

  Priorities were rebuilding 
Venezuela’s oil industry, recovering money lost during the nationalisation of Venezuela’s oil sector, 
and ensuring that the benefits flowed to the Venezuelan people and US investors (who would 
recuperate losses from past nationalisations). Trump was unclear the extent to which this would 
involve US boots on the ground.   

The Venezuelan opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Maria Corina Machado, welcomed 
the US intervention, saying the country’s “hour of freedom” had arrived and the opposition’s 
candidate for the 2024 elections Edmundo Gonzalez (widely considered to have won with 
approximately 70% of the vote), should assume the presidency. President Trump said he had not 
spoken to Machado but that it would be tough for her to take over as leader as she doesn't have 
support or command respect within the country. He said Secretary of State Rubio had spoken to 
Venezuela’s Vice President, Delcy Rodriguez, who he understood had been sworn in as 
President.  She had expressed her willingness to do whatever is necessary. 

The UNSC Presidency has scheduled a meeting on Venezuela for Monday 10am New York time. 

As of 31 December, there have been at least 32 reported US strikes against vessels in the Southern 
Caribbean and Eastern Pacific which have resulted in 116 deaths of people who were allegedly 
smuggling illicit drugs. On 17 December (AEDT) President Trump ordered, via a Truth Social post, a 
blockade of all sanctioned oil tankers entering and leaving Venezuela. 

Bogotá Post confirmed all staff and dependents were safe and accounted for.  There have been five 
calls to the Consular Emergency Centre in relation to this event and no consular calls to post.  

 

 
 

International Responses 
 UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer said he would speak with Trump to ‘establish facts first’ and consult allies,

denying UK involvement and reaffirming his commitment to upholding international law.
 Canada’s Foreign Minister Anita Anand said Canada ‘refused to recognise any legitimacy of the Maduro’

calling on ‘all parties to respect international law and we stand by the people of Venezuela and their desire
to live in a peaceful and democratic society’.

 UN Secretary-General António Guterres said he was deeply alarmed by the escalation, which he described
as ‘a dangerous precedent’, urging ‘full respect, by all, of international law, including the UN Charter’.

 EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the EU was closely monitoring the situation and
reaffirmed support for ‘a peaceful and democratic transition’.

 EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Kaja Kallas reiterated the EU ‘has repeatedly stated that Mr
Maduro lacks legitimacy and has defended a peaceful transition’.

 China’s foreign ministry strongly condemned US actions and called on the US to ‘stop violating other
countries’ sovereignty and security’.
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 Indonesia’s foreign ministry said (in Bahasa) it was monitoring the developments to ensure the safety of its
nationals and called for de-escalation and respect for international law and the UN Charter.

 France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Noël Barrot said the US operation breached international law, with grave
consequences to global security, but noted that Maduro had deprived Venezuelans of their freedoms.

 Spain’s foreign ministry called for de-escalation and respect for international law and the UN Charter,
offering to mediate a ‘peaceful and negotiated solution to the current crisis’, recalling it had never
recognised Venezuela’s 2024 elections.

o Spain’s Foreign Minister José Manuel Albares said (in Spanish) he was monitoring the situation and
maintaining close contact with counterparts from Portugal and Italy which, along with Spain, have
the largest contingent of EU nationals in Venezuela.

 Italy’s Foreign Minister Antonio Tajani said (in Italian) he was monitoring events, particularly concerning the
Italian community.

 Russia’s foreign ministry said Moscow was extremely concerned and urged for ‘immediate clarification’,
condemning US actions as ‘an unacceptable encroachment on the sovereignty of an independent state’.

 Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Andrii Sybiha said Ukraine ‘defended the right of nations to live freely, free of
dictatorship, oppression, and human rights violations’ questioning Maduro’s legitimacy.

 Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar said Israel commended the ‘US operation led by President Trump’ who
‘acted as the leader of the free world’.

 Switzerland called (in German) for ‘de-escalation, restraint, and compliance with international law, including
the prohibition on the use of force’.

 Iran’s foreign ministry strongly condemned ‘the US military attack on Venezuela and the blatant violation of
the country’s national sovereignty and territorial integrity’.

 A number of other statements were released including by Qatar, Albania, Kosovo, Qatar and Türkiye.
 Protests have been called outside US embassies against US actions in Venezuela, including in Australia, UK,

Germany, Spain, France and Türkiye.
 Multiple countries issued consular alerts or updated travel advisories to warn against all travel to Venezuela

including Canada, UK, Ireland, India, South Korea, Japan and China.

Regional Responses 
 Brazil President Inácio Lula da Silva said the ‘bombings on Venezuelan territory and the capture of its

president cross an unacceptable line’.
 Mexico’s President Claudia Sheinbaum condemned ‘the military intervention in Venezuela’ with the foreign

ministry affirming (in Spanish) Mexico’s ‘willingness to support any efforts to facilitate dialogue, mediation,
or accompaniment that contribute to preserving regional peace and avoiding confrontation’.

 Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-Canel denounced (in Spanish) the strikes as ‘state terrorism’.
 Colombia mobilised its armed forced to the border with Venezuela amid concerns over a refugee ‘influx’

following condemnation by its president Gustavo Petro.
 Chile’s President Gabriel Boric Font expressed (in Spanish) ‘concern and condemnation’ and reaffirmed

Chile’s commitment to international law.
 Argentina’s President Javier Milei posted (in Spanish) an earlier statement in which he described Maduro as

a regional threat and backing US pressure on Caracas.
 Panama’s foreign ministry reaffirmed (in Spanish) its commitment to democracy and human rights,

expressed concern over developments in Venezuela while condemning Maduro’s authoritarianism and
repression.

 Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar denied any participation in US military
operations and reaffirmed ‘peaceful relations with the people of Venezuela’.

 Uruguay’s foreign ministry said (in Spanish) Uruguay ‘rejects, as it always has, military intervention by one
country in the territory of another and reaffirms the importance of respecting international law and the UN
Charter’.

 Ecuador’s President Gabriel Noboa Azin said (in Spanish) ‘the time is coming for all the narco-Chavista
criminals’, reaffirming his support for the ‘Venezuelan people’.

 DFAT – DECLASSIFIED – RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982  LEX 13228

Page 7 of 81

s 22(1)(a)(ii)



6

Director  | Latin America and Caribbean Section  
ALM | TID 
Department of Foreign AƯairs and Trade  
M  
dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 
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From: Media
Sent: Saturday, 3 January 2026 9:53 PM
To:
Cc:   Media
Subject: RE: **For FMO clearance** Media enquiries (various) re Venezuela developments 

[SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

Good morning 

Further to my previous email,  

 
 

 
 
 

 
// 

Kind regards, 

Note to media: Unless otherwise specified, the information contained in this email is for background only. 
_________________________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
P +61 2 6261 1555  
dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 

© Brooke Rigney-Lively (2024) 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to 
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, 
past, present and emerging. 

From: Media <media@dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 8:51 AM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

 < dfat.gov.au>; Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: **For FMO clearance** Media enquiries (various) re Venezuela developments [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 
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MEDIA ENQUIRY FOR CLEARANCE  
JOURNALIST: Various 
DEADLINE: ASAP 
DFAT POC: Paul Schofield, a/g FAS TID,  

Dear

Grateful for your clearance on media enquiries for various journalists (attached and below) on the 
Venezuela developments. 

In the event you do not have it, I attach the GWO sitrep noting five calls to Consular Operations. 

MO background to follow.  

// 
Attributable to a Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spokesperson: 
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is monitoring developments closely. 

What is most important now is a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the Venezuelan 
people.  

Australia has been consistent in stating our position that adherence to international law is important. 

Australia has a longstanding position of recognizing states, not governments. 

We are making urgent enquiries with consular partners with diplomatic representation in Caracas to 
determine whether any Australians were impacted. We stand ready to provide consular assistance.  

The Smartraveller advice for Venezuela was last updated on 3 January 2026. We continue to advise ‘Do 
not travel’ to Venezuela due to the dangerous security situation, the threat of violent crime, political and 
economic instability and risk of arbitrary detention (level 4 of 4).  

// 

Kind regards, 

_________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
P +61 2 6261 1555  
dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 

© Brooke Rigney-Lively (2024) 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to 
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, 
past, present and emerging. 
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From: Media
Sent: Saturday, 3 January 2026 9:59 PM
To:
Cc: ;  Media
Subject: RE: **For FMO clearance** Media enquiries (various) re Venezuela developments 

[SEC=OFFICIAL]

Categories:

OFFICIAL 

Noted with thanks

Very much appreciated. 

Kind regards,  

Note to media: Unless otherwise specified, the information contained in this email is for background only. 
_________________________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
P +61 2 6261 1555  
dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 

© Brooke Rigney-Lively (2024) 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to 
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, 
past, present and emerging. 

From: @dfat.gov.au> 
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 8:58 AM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; 

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; 

 < dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: **For FMO clearance** Media enquiries (various) re Venezuela developments [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Thank you

For now, can we please refer all requests for Aus Gov statement to the PM's statement until we have 
anything further:  
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https://x.com/AlboMP/status/2007566917935276386?s=20 

Thank you 

From: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Sent: Sunday, January 4, 2026 8:51 AM 
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OFFICIAL:Sensitive

MEDIA TALKING POINTS

DISTRIBUTION: STANDARD

Topic: POLITICAL-ECONOMIC Originating Division: GPD

Subject: United States - Trump Administration

Version Date: 4/1/2026 Reason for Update: US military action in Venezuela

Version: 51 Expiry: 31/01/2026

Talking Points

US military action in Venezuela

What is the Government's reaction to US strikes in Venezuela/capture of Maduro?

• The Australian Government is monitoring developments in Venezuela.

• The situation is moving quickly and officials will continue to engage with international partners as

circumstances evolve.

• As the Prime Minister has said, Australia has long held concerns about the situation in Venezuela,

including the need to respect democratic principles, human rights and fundamental freedoms.

• We continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic transition in Venezuela that reflects

the will of the Venezuelan people.

Were the US military actions in Venezuela legal?

• We continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic transition in Venezuela that reflects

the will of the Venezuelan people.

• Not in a position to provide a running legal commentary.

• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions.

What is the Government's response to President Trump’s stated intention for US to run Venezuela until a 

'safe and judicious transition' can take place?

Page 1 of 20Talking Points - United States - Trump Administration

12/01/2026
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• We continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic transition in Venezuela that reflects

the will of the Venezuelan people.

What is the Government's response to President Trump’s statement that it would be ‘very tough’ for (de-

facto opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize recipient) Maria Corina Machado to lead Venezuela?

• Support a peaceful, democratic transition that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people.

Does Australia recognise President Maduro?

• Australia has a longstanding policy of recognising states, not governments.

• Australia has long held concerns about the situation in Venezuela, including the need to respect

democratic principles, human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Was Australia involved in the US actions/has the US requested assistance for its actions?

• The US has not requested Australian support and Australia was not involved in these actions.

• No ADF personnel were involved in any stage of the operation.

Will Australia condemn US actions?

• It is for the US to explain the legal basis of its actions.

• We continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic transition in Venezuela that reflects

the will of the Venezuelan people.

If pressed:

• Australia’s approach on issues of transnational crime is to cooperate with regional parties to disrupt and

prosecute, where possible.

Page 2 of 20Talking Points - United States - Trump Administration

12/01/2026
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Background

US military actions in Venezuela

The 

US military also conducted air strikes (on military targets) in several Venezuelan states.

In a press conference on 4 January 2026 (AEDT) President Trump said the US was going to ‘run’ Venezuela 

‘until such a time that we can do a safe, proper and judicious transition.’  

 the US could not take the chance that ‘bad people’ 

could take over. Priorities were rebuilding Venezuela’s oil industry, recovering money lost during the 

nationalisation of the oil sector, and ensuring that the benefits flowed to the Venezuelan people and US 

investors.  

Page 14 of 20Talking Points - United States - Trump Administration

12/01/2026
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The Venezuelan Government issued a communique which ‘rejects, repudiates, and denounces…the extremely 

serious military aggression’ of the United States. It condemns the ‘imperial aggression’ as a violation of 

articles 1 and 2 of the United Nations Charter, saying that it aims at seizing Venezuela’s strategic resources 

and forcing regime change. The communique also calls the Venezuelan people ‘to the streets’ and directs ‘all 

social and political forces in the country to activate mobilization plans and repudiate this imperialist attack’.

The Venezuelan opposition leader and Nobel Peace Prize winner, Maria Corina Machado, welcomed the US 

intervention, saying the country’s ‘hour of freedom’ had arrived and the opposition’s candidate for the 2024 

elections Edmundo Gonzalez  

should assume the presidency. President Trump said it would be tough for her to take over  

 He said Secretary of State Rubio had spoken to 

Venezuela’s Vice President, Delcy Rodriguez,  

 Late on 3 January, the Venezuelan Supreme Court reportedly directed Rodriguez to assume the 

powers and duties of acting president.

.  

 

 

 

Australian response

On 4 January, the Prime Minister posted on X:

‘The Australian Government is monitoring developments in Venezuela. We urge all parties to support dialogue 

and diplomacy in order to secure regional stability and prevent escalation. Australia has long held concerns 

about the situation in Venezuela, including the need to respect democratic principles, human rights and 

fundamental freedoms. We continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic transition in 

Venezuela that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people.’

International responses

Page 15 of 20Talking Points - United States - Trump Administration

12/01/2026
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At the request of Colombia, the United Nations Security Council President (Somalia) has scheduled an open 

briefing on Venezuela for Monday 5 January 10am (EST) (early morning 6 January AEDT). Colombia's 

request was supported by China and Russia.  UN Secretary-General Guterres’ spokesperson said he was 

‘deeply alarmed’ and highlighted the ‘dangerous precedent’ of recent developments, saying he was ‘deeply 

concerned that the rules of international law [had] not been respected.’ 

UK PM Starmer stressed that the UK was not involved in the US action, reiterated support for international 

law, and said he wanted to speak to President Trump and allies to establish the facts. Canadian PM Carney 

‘welcome[d] the opportunity for freedom, democracy, peace, and prosperity for the Venezuelan people’ and 

called on all parties to respect international law. New Zealand FM Peters said he was ‘concerned’ and 

expected all parties to act in accordance with international law. All supported a democratic transition.

In the region, Mexico condemned US military actions in Venezuela and urged respect for international law. 

Central American responses varied, with El Salvador and Honduras supporting the strikes and Guatemala 

voicing concerns similar to Mexico. Costa Rica, Dominican Republic and Panama backed Venezuela’s 

democratic transition. Colombia mobilised its armed forced to the border with Venezuela amid concerns over 

a refugee ‘influx’ following condemnation by its president Gustavo Petro. Cuba demanded Maduro’s release 

and an international response. . Caricom 

issued a short statement describing the situation as ‘of grave concern to the Region with possible implications 

for neighbouring countries.’

Selected further international reactions as at 1700 4 January (AEDT):

• EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the EU was closely monitoring the situation and 

reaffirmed support for ‘a peaceful and democratic transition’

◦ EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs Kaja Kallas reiterated the EU ‘has repeatedly stated that 

Mr Maduro lacks legitimacy and has defended a peaceful transition’.

• France’s President Emmanuel Macron (in Spanish) called for a quick and peaceful transition of power to 

Edmundo González Urrutia

◦ France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Noël Barrot said the US operation breached international law, with 

grave consequences to global security, but noted that Maduro had deprived Venezuelans of their 

freedoms.

• Germany’s Chancellor Friedrich Merz said Maduro had led his country to ruin and the most recent 

election was rigged. Germany did not recognise his presidency.

• Spain’s foreign ministry called for de-escalation and respect for international law and the UN Charter, 

offering to mediate a ‘peaceful and negotiated solution to the current crisis’, recalling it had never 

recognised Venezuela’s 2024 elections.

• Greece’s Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said Maduro presided over a brutal and repressive 

dictatorship and end of his regime offers hope. It is not the time to comment on the legality.

• China’s foreign ministry strongly condemned US actions and called on the US to ‘stop violating other 

countries’ sovereignty and security’

◦ according to media reports, China's foreign ministry has called for Maduro's immediate release.

Page 16 of 20Talking Points - United States - Trump Administration

12/01/2026
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• Russia’s foreign ministry said Moscow was extremely concerned and urged for ‘immediate clarification’, 

condemning US actions as ‘an unacceptable encroachment on the sovereignty of an independent state’.

• Brazil President Inácio Lula da Silva said the ‘bombings on Venezuelan territory and the capture of its 

president cross an unacceptable line’. 

• Chile’s President Gabriel Boric Font expressed (in Spanish) ‘concern and condemnation’ and reaffirmed 

Chile’s commitment to international law.

• Argentina’s President Javier Milei posted (in Spanish) an earlier statement in which he described Maduro 

as a regional threat and backing US pressure on Caracas.

• Trinidad and Tobago’s Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar denied any participation in US military 

operations and reaffirmed ‘peaceful relations with the people of Venezuela’.

• Uruguay’s foreign ministry said (in Spanish) Uruguay ‘rejects, as it always has, military intervention by 

one country in the territory of another and reaffirms the importance of respecting international law and 

the UN Charter’. 

• Ecuador’s President Gabriel Noboa Azin said (in Spanish) ‘the time is coming for all the narco-Chavista 

criminals’, reaffirming his support for the ‘Venezuelan people’.

• Indonesia’s foreign ministry  said (in Bahasa) it was monitoring the developments to ensure the safety of its 

nationals and called for de-escalation and respect for international law and the UN Charter.

• Israel’s Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar said Israel commended the ‘US operation led by President Trump’ 

who ‘acted as the leader of the free world’.

Page 17 of 20Talking Points - United States - Trump Administration

12/01/2026
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From: Media
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 3:47 AM
To:
Cc:   

 Media
Subject: RE: Venezuela consular response [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Categories:

OFFICIAL 

Many thanks

We responded to the below who enquired on the consular angle: 

/10 News 
/ABC 

/ABC 
/7 News 

/SMH 

Kind regards, 

Note to media: Unless otherwise specified, the information contained in this email is for background only. 
_________________________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
P +61 2 6261 1555  
dfat.gov.au | X | Facebook | Instagram  | LinkedIn 

© Brooke Rigney-Lively (2024) 

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia, and their continuing connection to 
land, waters and community. We pay our respects to all First Nations peoples, their cultures and to their Elders, 
past, present and emerging. 

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 2:24 PM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  
< dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Venezuela consular response [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Thank you for clarifying. Please can you send to those who have enquired on the consular angle?  
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I believe there was channel 10 and channel 7 (and you may have received others). 

From: "Media" <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Date: Sunday, 4 January 2026 at 1:01:02 pm 
To: @dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>, @dfat.gov.au>,  

@dfat.gov.au>, @dfat.gov.au>, "  
 < dfat.gov.au>, @dfat.gov.au>, 

"Media" <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Venezuela consular response [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

MEDIA ENQUIRY FOR CLEARANCE 
JOURNALIST: Various 
DEADLINE: ASAP 
DFAT POCs:  

 Paul Schofield, A/g First Assistant Secretary, Trade Resilience Indo-Pacific Economic and Latin
America Division – 

 Dougal McInnes, A/g First Assistant Secretary, Geostrategy and Partnerships Division (AS US
Branch) – 

 , SES DO CCD - 

Hi

CCD confirmed Venezuela was designated ‘Do Not Travel’ on 12 February 2019. I have included a line below 
indicating that date. 

Grateful for your clearance of the response below to all journalist consular enquiries regarding Venezuela. 

We will use this response for the remainder of today/the weekend, pending updates. Let us know if you would 
like the PM’s statement included.  

// 

Please see the Prime Minister’s statement: 

https://x.com/AlboMP/status/2007566917935276386?s=20 

Attributable to a Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spokesperson: 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is making urgent enquiries with consular partners with diplomatic 
representation in Caracas to determine whether any Australians were impacted. We stand ready to provide 
consular assistance. 

The travel advice for Venezuela remains “Do Not Travel” due to the dangerous security situation. Smartraveller 
advises Australians, if they’re in Venezuela, to leave as soon as it’s safe to do so. 

If Australians are in Venezuela despite our advice, be prepared to shelter in place. Monitor media and 
subscribe to Smartraveller for updates.  

Background (for reporting, not for attribution):  
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The Smartraveller advice for Venezuela was last updated on 3 January 2026. advice for Venezuela was updated 
to “Do Not Travel” on 12 February 2019. It continues to advise ‘Do not travel’ to Venezuela due to the 
dangerous security situation, the threat of violent crime, political and economic instability and risk of arbitrary 
detention (level 4 of 4). 

Australia does not have an Embassy in Venezuela; our ability to provide consular assistance in Venezuela is 
severely limited. We remain in close contact with like-minded partners in Caracas.    

Australians in Venezuela who need assistance can contact the 24/7 emergency consular assistance team at 
+61 2 6261 3305 from anywhere in the world or 1300 555 135 from within Australia.
//

Kind regards, 

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 11:28 AM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Venezuela consular response [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Hi team,  

I know we have received a few questions regarding Australians affected. Have pulled the below from 
things you have sent, but can we please clarify when Venezuela was made "Do Not Travel"? I want to 
be clear that it is not in reaction to this. Happy for a different formulation of that language also to 
clarify.  

Attributable to a Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spokesperson: 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is making urgent enquiries with consular partners with 
diplomatic representation in Caracas to determine whether any Australians were impacted. We 
stand ready to provide consular assistance. 

The travel advice for Venezuela remains “Do Not Travel” due to the dangerous security situation. 
Smartraveller advises Australians, if they’re in Venezuela, to leave as soon as it’s safe to do so. 

If Australians are in Venezuela despite our advice, be prepared to shelter in place. Monitor media and 
subscribe to Smartraveller for updates.  

Background (for reporting, not for attribution):  

The Smartraveller advice for Venezuela was last updated on 3 January 2026. It continues to advise 
‘Do not travel’ to Venezuela due to the dangerous security situation, the threat of violent crime, 
political and economic instability and risk of arbitrary detention (level 4 of 4).  

Australia does not have an Embassy in Venezuela; our ability to provide consular assistance in 
Venezuela is severely limited. We remain in close contact with like-minded partners in Caracas. 

Australians in Venezuela who need assistance can contact the 24/7 emergency consular assistance 
team at +61 2 6261 3305 from anywhere in the world or 1300 555 135 from within Australia.  
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Thank you,  
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OFFICIAL 

From: Paul Schofield <Paul.Schofield@dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Sunday, January 4, 2026 7:51 AM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: Sarah deZoeten <Sarah.Dezoeten@dfat.gov.au>; Harinder Sidhu <Harinder.Sidhu@dfat.gov.au>; George Mina 
<George.Mina@dfat.gov.au>; Anna Oldmeadow <Anna.Oldmeadow@dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Dougal McInnes 
<Dougal.McInnes@dfat.gov.au>; Kate Mitchell <Kate.Mitchell@dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  
@dfat.gov.au>; Shilpa Pullela <Shilpa.Pullela@dfat.gov.au>; John Larkin <John.Larkin@dfat.gov.au>; 

Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; Julie Shams <Julie.Shams@dfat.gov.au>;  
@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Beth Delaney 

<Beth.Delaney@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Rachel Moseley 
<Rachel.Moseley@dfat.gov.au>; Elizabeth Ward <Elizabeth.Ward@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: Venezuela - media points [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

No worries .AS 

Views from Washington Post are set out in  which was sent a few hours 
ago.  I will also forward it to you. Also worth noting  from Bogotá post.  And 
yes UNSC point was from UNNY.  
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Kind regards 
Paul 

From: @dfat.gov.au> 
Date: Sunday, 4 January 2026 at 06:24:57 
To: @dfat.gov.au>,  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: "Sarah deZoeten" <Sarah.Dezoeten@dfat.gov.au>, "Harinder Sidhu" 
<Harinder.Sidhu@dfat.gov.au>, "Paul Schofield" <Paul.Schofield@dfat.gov.au>, 
"George Mina" <George.Mina@dfat.gov.au>, "Anna Oldmeadow" 
<Anna.Oldmeadow@dfat.gov.au>, "Adam Mccarthy" <Adam.McCarthy@dfat.gov.au>, 

@dfat.gov.au>, "Dougal McInnes" 
<Dougal.McInnes@dfat.gov.au>, "Kate Mitchell" <Kate.Mitchell@dfat.gov.au>,  

@dfat.gov.au>, @dfat.gov.au>, 
@dfat.gov.au>, "Shilpa Pullela" 

<Shilpa.Pullela@dfat.gov.au>, "John Larkin" <John.Larkin@dfat.gov.au>, "Media" 
<media@dfat.gov.au>, "Julie Shams" <Julie.Shams@dfat.gov.au>,  

@dfat.gov.au>, @dfat.gov.au>, "Beth 
Delaney" <Beth.Delaney@dfat.gov.au>, @dfat.gov.au>, 
"Rachel Moseley" <Rachel.Moseley@dfat.gov.au>, "Elizabeth Ward" 
<Elizabeth.Ward@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: Venezuela - media points [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Hi  

Huge thanks for the updates and proposed TPs below, particularly in the timeframe 
you’ve had over a shutdown weekend.  

Pending any views you’ve gotten back from posts overnight; we wanted to check two 
things: 

 Are there any initial views from UNNY or DC? (noting we presume point about
UNSC meeting is from UNNY)

 Is DFAT comfortable with us saying that we are engaging with international
partners on this issue (we’d plan to keep it general enough to encompass
engagement in coming days).

 
  

Best regards 
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From: Paul Schofield
Sent: Sunday, 4 January 2026 2:45 PM
To:  Sarah deZoeten; Dougal McInnes
Cc: ; John Larkin
Subject: Re: Venezuela media response - your review [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

Thanks   Liaising with relevant posts and will come back to you ASAP. 

Kind regards 
Paul 

From: @dfat.gov.au> 
Date: Sunday, 4 January 2026 at 14:10:54 
To: "Sarah deZoeten" <Sarah.Dezoeten@dfat.gov.au>, "Paul Schofield" 
<Paul.Schofield@dfat.gov.au>, "Dougal McInnes" <Dougal.McInnes@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>,  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Venezuela media response - your review [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Hi Sarah, Paul and Dougal 

Further to our chat earlier Sarah, we are finalising a line for media this afternoon on 
engagement with international partners. We’d welcome your review and clearance, or 
comments, as soon as you’re able on the sentences below.  

“The Australian Government is monitoring developments in Venezuela. The situation is 
moving quickly and officials will continue to engage with international partners as 
circumstances evolve.” 

Thanks very much 
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Happy new year. 

Please find attached a brief for NSC tomorrow concerning the US actions in Venezuela, cleared by 
A/g DepSec deZoeten. We'll provide any required updates in the morning before 8.00, including 
updating international reactions. We'll also add in a legal paragraph in the background. 

Separately we'll update the whole-of-government US TPs with lines on the Venezuela situation this 
evening. 

Please let us know if you need anything further. 

Thank you, 

_______________________________ 
Director | United States Global Issues SecƟon 
US Branch | Geostrategy and Partnerships Division 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
T | M 
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From: Media
Sent: Monday, 5 January 2026 2:05 AM
To:
Cc: ; Media; Media
Subject: **MO Only Background** /Capital Brief - Venezuela [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

Good afternoon

Please see MO only background. 

// 

// 

Kind regards, 

 
_______________________________ 
Media Liaison SecƟon 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
P  | M  

From: Media  
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 1:04 PM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Media 
<media@dfat.gov.au>; Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: **For FMO Clearance** /Capital Brief - Venezuela [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

MEDIA ENQUIRY FOR CLEARANCE 
JOURNALIST: /Capital Brief 
DEADLINE: 2pm today 
POC: , A/g AS US Branch,  

Good afternoon

As requested, please see below response for /Capital Brief regarding Venezuela. 

Legal Division and Trade Resilience Indo-Pacific/Latin America Division were consulted on this response. 
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MO only background to follow. 

// 

On background (for use in reporting, not for attribution): 
Further to the Prime Minister’s statement, we continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic 
transition in Venezuela that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people. 

It is for the United States to set out the facts and explain the legal basis for its actions. We are not in a position to 
provide a running legal commentary. 

// 

Kind regards, 

 
_______________________________ 
Media Liaison SecƟon 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
P  | M  

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 10:10 AM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Media enquiry: Venezuela [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

Hi team,  

Can you please draft a response to the below? 

Thanks, 
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From: Media
Sent: Monday, 5 January 2026 3:43 AM
To:
Cc: ; Media; Media
Subject: **For FMO Clearance** /Seven News - Venezuela UN [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL 

MEDIA ENQUIRY FOR CLEARANCE 
JOURNALIST: /Seven News 
DEADLINE: 4pm today 
POC: , A/g AS US Branch,  

Dear , 

Grateful clearance for the below response to go to /Seven News regarding Venezuela and the UNSC. 

Alternatively, would suggest the same statement as being provided to /Capital Brief. 

// 

On background (for use in reporting, not for attribution): 

Further to the Prime Minister’s statement, we continue to support international law and a peaceful, democratic 
transition in Venezuela that reflects the will of the Venezuelan people. 

Officials are engaging with international partners and will continue to do so as circumstances evolve. 

// 

Kind regards, 

 
_______________________________ 
Media Liaison SecƟon 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
P  | M  

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 10:55 AM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Media enquiry: Australia's role in further global dialogue over US action in Venezuela (The West/The 
Nightly) [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 
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Hello,  

We have received the below. Could you please assist with a draft response? 

If useful, this is what we had from TPs on engagement:  

 Officials are engaging with international partners and will continue to do so
as circumstances evolve.
 Australia does not have an Embassy in Venezuela, so officials are engaging with partner
missions both in Venezuela and the region.

Thank you 
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From: Media
Sent: Monday, 5 January 2026 6:41 AM
To:
Cc: ; Media
Subject: RE: **For FMO Clearance** Multiple Enquiries - Venezuela Consular [SEC=OFFICIAL]

Categories:

OFFICIAL 

Many thanks

From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 5 January 2026 5:12 PM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: **For FMO Clearance** Multiple Enquiries - Venezuela Consular [SEC=OFFICIAL] 

OFFICIAL 

No problem. Cleared as is then. 

From: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 5:03 PM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>; Media 
<media@dfat.gov.au>; Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: RE: **For FMO Clearance** Multiple Enquiries - Venezuela Consular [SEC=OFFICIAL]  

OFFICIAL 

Good afternoon

CCD have come back advising the estimated number of Australians in Venezuela is a very rough estimate and they 
advise against including the figure in the media response. 

Please let us know if you need further assistance. 

Kind regards, 

 
_______________________________ 
Media Liaison Section 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
P  | M  
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From: @dfat.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 4:04 PM 
To: Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: Re: **For FMO Clearance** Multiple Enquiries - Venezuela Consular [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
  

OFFICIAL 

Thanks,   
  
Can you please run the addition below by desk? We would like to add it if they are comfortable doing 
so.  
  

From: Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, January 5, 2026 3:30 PM 
To: @dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au> 
Cc: Media <media@dfat.gov.au>; @dfat.gov.au>;  

@dfat.gov.au>; Media <media@dfat.gov.au> 
Subject: **For FMO Clearance** Multiple Enquiries - Venezuela Consular [SEC=OFFICIAL] 
  

OFFICIAL 

  

MEDIA ENQUIRY FOR CLEARANCE 

JOURNALIST: Below 

DEADLINE: Not specified 

POC: Claire Rochecouste, AS Consular Communications and Policy Branch,  

  

Dear , 

  

Grateful clearance for the below response to go to the below journalists regarding the Department’s consular 
statement on Venezuela: 

 /News Corp 
 /ABC – follow up 
 /SBS News – follow up 

  

For outlets that already have the statement, propose responding that the Department has nothing further to add at 
this stage. 
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CCD has confirmed there are very minor updates to the statement (highlighted line). We will provide this response 
to other enquiries on this matter. 

Updated MO only background to follow. 

// 

Attributable to a Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade spokesperson: 

The travel advice for Venezuela remains “Do Not Travel” due to the dangerous security situation. 

Smartraveller advises Australians, if they’re in Venezuela, to leave as soon as it’s safe to do so. 

If Australians are in Venezuela despite our advice, be prepared to shelter in place. Monitor media and subscribe to 
Smartraveller for updates.  

Australians in need of emergency consular assistance should contact the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade's 
24-hour Consular Emergency Centre on 1300 555 135, or +61 2 6261 3305 (if calling from overseas).

Background (for reporting, not for attribution):  

The Smartraveller advice for Venezuela was updated to “Do Not Travel” on 12 February 2019. It continues to advise 
‘Do not travel’ to Venezuela due to the dangerous security situation, the threat of violent crime, political and 
economic instability and risk of arbitrary detention (level 4 of 4).  

Australia does not have an Embassy in Venezuela; our ability to provide consular assistance in Venezuela is severely 
limited. We remain in close contact with like-minded partners in Caracas.    

DFAT does not track the movements of Australians overseas. It is estimated that around 50 Australians live in 
Venezuela and around 50 Australians visit Venezuela each year. We have not received any requests for consular 
assistance. 
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Kind regards, 

 

_______________________________ 

Media Liaison Section 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
P  | M  
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