
Meeting with Belarusian Opposition Leader – Adviser Note 

• Paul Erickson met Tsikhanouskaya on 5 November. 
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SENATOR THE HON PENNY WONG 
LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT IN THE SENATE 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
 

MEDIA RELEASE  
  

VISIT TO AUSTRALIA BY SVIATLANA TSIKHANOUSKAYA  
 
 
Today I will meet with Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, head of the United Transitional Cabinet 
of Belarus. 
 
Ms Tsikhanouskaya is an advocate for a free and democratic Belarus. Her decision to run 
in the 2020 presidential election in Belarus after the politically motivated imprisonment of 
her husband Serhei reflects her determination to support the Belarusian people’s 
aspirations for a free and democratic future. 
 
The 2020 elections, and those held in Belarus since, have been marked by a concerning 
lack of transparency.  
 
Ms Tsikhanouskaya’s visit is an important reminder to Australians of the situation in 
Belarus under the Lukashenko regime. Reports that thousands of individuals in Belarus 
have been unjustly detained, subjected to torture, or forced into exile are alarming. 
 
The Lukashenko regime’s support for Russia’s illegal and immoral invasion of Ukraine 
undermines security in Europe. The Australian Government has taken strong action in 
response, including sanctions on Lukashenko and others supporting Russia’s war.   
 
The Government reiterates its call on the Lukashenko regime to fully adhere to its 
obligations under international law and to cease support for Russia’s destabilising actions.  
 
I commend Ms Tsikhanouskaya’s bravery and her fight for universal values of democracy 
and human rights. 
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Sensitivities

Background 

Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya is the leader of the United Transitional Cabinet (UTC), a Lithuania-
based opposition movement advocating for democracy in Belarus. In 2020, Tsikhanouskaya ran 
in the presidential elections after her husband and presidential candidate Siarhei Tsikhanouski 
was imprisoned.  

 

On 22 June 2025, Mr Tsikhanouski was released from prison alongside 13 other political 
prisoners following a meeting in Minsk between Lukashenko and US Special Envoy General Keith 
Kellogg.  

 

In December 2023, Tsikhanouskaya established the Alliance of Parliamentary Groups “For a 
Democratic Belarus”. The Alliance is intended to ‘facilitate tangible aid for Belarusians and exert 
pressure on the regime’ across parliaments. There are 23 parliaments participating, including 
several EU member states, the US, the UK, Canada and Ukraine. 

Media

A media statement will be shared with FMO media advisors.      
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Event Biographies 

Sviatlana TSIKHANOUSKAYA [Svyat-LAH-nuh TSEE-khah-noh-sky-uh]
Head of the United Transitional Cabinet of Belarus

Form of Address: Ms Tsikhanouskaya 

Year of Birth: 1982
Education: Teaching degree, Mozyr State Pedagogical University 
Twitter handle: @Tsihanouskaya

Career:
2020
2022
2020-2025

Ran in the Belarus presidential elections
Established the United Transitional Cabinet
Advocates for democracy in Belarus from exile in Vilnius, Lithuania 

Comment:
First official visit to Australia.

Contact:
You met Ms Tsikhanouskaya in the sidelines of the 2024 UN High Level Week. Your post on 
X to mark that meeting said Australia continued to call on Belarus to hold genuinely free 
and fair elections and to fulfil its international human rights obligations.
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Delegation members 

Franak VIAČORKA
FRAH-nahk VEE-ah-chor-kah
Chief of Staff 
Belarus (Opposition)

Form of Address: Mr Viačorka

Year of Birth: 1988
Twitter handle: @franakviacorka

Dzianis KUCHYNSKI 
Dee-AN-iss Koo-CHIN-skee
Diplomatic Advisor
Belarus (Opposition)

Form of Address: Mr Kuchynski

Year of Birth: 1994
Twitter handle: @Dz_Kuchynski

Mr Anatol LIABEDZKA 
AH-nuh-tol LEE-ah-bed-ska 
Diplomatic Advisor
Belarus (Opposition)

Form of Address: Mr Liabedzka
Year of Birth: 1961
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ATTACHMENT A: Belarus sanctions

Australia has imposed sanctions on approximately 30 individuals and entities in Belarus for their 
support of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Australia also maintains an additional 35% tariff on imports from Belarus. 

Individuals (14)
• President Alexander LUKASHENKO
• Viktor LUKASHENKO, wife of President Lukashenko
• Galina LUKASHENKO, son of President Lukashenko
• Dmitry PANTUS, Chairman of the State Military-Industrial Committee of Belarus
• Dzmitryy SHAUTSOU, Secretary General of the Belarus Red Cross
• Vladimir MOROZOV, Head of Belarusian Railway
• Aleh MISHCHANKA, First Deputy Chairman of the State Military-Industrial Committee of the

Republic of Belarus
• Vyacheslav ROSSOLAY, Deputy Chairman of the State Military Industrial Committee of the

Republic of Belarus.
• Pavel MURAVEYKA, Chief of the General Staff, First Deputy Defense Minister of the Republic

of Belarus
• Andrey FEDZIN, Deputy Defence Minister for Armament, Chief of Armament of Belarus’

Armed Forces
• Alyaksandr MAROZ, Director General of the Belarusian Optical-Mechanical Association
• Alyaksandr LUKYANAU, First Secretary of the Central Committee of the Belarusian

Republican Youth Union
• Dmitry MEZENTSEV, State Secretary of the Union State of Russia and Belarus
• Aliaksei RYMASHEUSKI, Director General of Minsk Wheel Tractor Plant OJSC

Entities (16)
• State Authority for Military Industry of the Republic of Belarus (SAMI)
• OKB TSP Scientific Production Limited Liability Company (OKB TSP)
• Belspetsvneshtechnika (BSVT)
• Minsk Wheel Tractor Plant (MZKT)
• LLC Synesis
• Industrial-Commercial Private Unitary Enterprise Minotor-Service
• OJSC KB Radar-Managing Company of Radar Systems Holding
• VOLATAVTO Open Joint Stock Company
• Planar Open Joint Stock Company
• Horizont Holding Management Company Open Joint Stock Company
• MNIPI Open Joint Stock Company
• Display Design Bureau Open Joint Stock Company
• Research Institute of Electronic Computers Open Joint Stock Company
• Orsha Aircraft Overhaul Plant Open Joint Stock Company
• 2566 Radioelectronic Armament Repair Plant Open Joint Stock Company
• Peleng Joint Stock Company
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SVIATLANA TSIKHANOUSKAYA 
(Svyat-LAH-nuh TSEE-khah-noh-
sky-uh)

Address: Ms
Sensitivities:

• Welcome the release of your 
husband Siarhei [SAR-hay] from 
prison in Belarus [22 June 2025].

• Condemn Lukashenko’s violent 
crackdown on peaceful protests 
after 2020 presidential elections. 

• Highlight Australian actions to 
pressure the Lukashenko regime on 
human rights violations and support 
for Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.
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SVIATLANA TSIKHANOUSKAYA 
(Svyat-LAH-nuh TSEE-khah-noh-
sky-uh)

Note 
• Previous meetings: UN HLW 2024
• Future engagements: nil
• Gifts: nil

Belarus
• Ms Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, Head 

of the United Transitional Cabinet
• Mr Franak Viačorka [FRAH-nahk VEE-

ah-chor-kah], Chief of Staff
• Mr Dzianis Kuchynski [Dee-AN-iss 

Koo-CHIN-skee], Advisor
• Mr Anatol Liabedzka [LEE-ah-bed-

ska], Advisor

Australia
• Senator the Hon Penny Wong, 

Minister for Foreign Affairs
• Ms Anna Oldmeadow, Chief of Staff to 

Senator the Hon Penny Wong
• Ms Kristina Hickey, Deputy Chief of 

Staff to Senator the Hon Penny Wong
• , Adviser to Senator 

the Hon Penny Wong 
• , Director Russia 

Section, DFAT (note-taker)
s47F(1)

s47F(1)




