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Hi Damian
Thanks for the chat just now.

As discussed, could you please have DFAT, including our nuclear experts, do a red line review of the lines below as
soon as possible this evening.

Note line two is from Grossi’s comments.

/1
s 33(a)(iii)

"

Many thanks

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Adviser

Senator the Hon Penny Wong

Leader of the Government in the Senate

Minister for Foreign Affairs
T1s22(1)(@)(ii) M | s 22(1)(a)(ii)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)
From: DFAT Talking Points
Sent: Monday, 23 June 2025 5:33 AM
To: s 22(1)(a)(ii) ;@lists.dfat.gov.au
Subject: DFAT Talking Points - Israel-Iran Conflict - v12 [SEC=OFFICIAL:Sensitive]
OFFICIAL:Sensitive
*

iy 5‘ Australian Government MEDIA TALKING POINTS
AL DISTRIBUTION: CRISIS

St Department of F oreign Affairs and Trade

Topic: CRISIS MANAGEMENT Originating Division: MAD
Subject: Israel-Iran Conflict

Version Date: 23/6/2025 Reason for Update: Updated talking points
Version: 12 Expiry: 15/09/2025
Talking Points

Reactions to US strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites

¢ We have been clear that Iran’s nuclear program is a threat to global peace and security, and the
security of the region.

» We note the US President’s statement that now is the time for peace.
o The security situation in the region is highly volatile.

« We continue to call for de-escalation, dialogue and diplomacy.

Risk of regional escalation and safety of Australians

o Australia is deeply concerned about the deteriorating security situation in the Middle East which
risks further destabilising an already volatile region.

o The safety of Australians is our priority.

o Australians in conflict-affected areas should monitor Smartraveller and follow the advice of local
media and authorities.

o We continue to communicate directly with Australians who have registered with DFAT about
specific travel information and important updates.

« Australians in need of emergency consular assistance should contact the Consular Emergency Centre
on+61 2 6261 3305.
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What does this mean for Australians wanting to depart the region?
¢ The situation on the ground is rapidly changing.
o As we have said, assisted departures are subject to conditions on the ground.
e On 22 June, Israel provided clearance for an ADF aircraft to land in Tel Aviv on 23 June to
evacuate Australians.
o We have contacted registered Australians to seek their interest in an assisted departure flight
to Dubai as early as the morning of 23 June.
o The volatility of the situation means the flight could change or be cancelled at short notice.
o We are planning further flights depending both on demand and the latest security situation.
e Due fo the deteriorating security situation, we did not proceed with overland assisted departures
scheduled for Sunday 22 June.
o We intend to resume overland assisted departures to Jordan with a charter flight to Dubai as
soon as it is safe to do so.
o We urge Australians who want to leave Iran to do so now, if it is safe.

o Those who are unable to or do not wish to leave, are advised to shelter in place.
o Ifyou can get to Azerbaijan, DFAT has consular staff at the border ready to support you.

Ifraised:
Has the US declared war against Iran?
e President Trump has called for peace and for Iran to return to negotiations.

o Vice President Vance said the US is not at war with Iran, it is at war with Iran’s nuclear program.

o T understand the last time the US Congress formally declared war was in World War 1.

Were the US strikes a breach of international or US law?
e I'm not going to comment on US domestic matters.
e We have been clear that Iran’s nuclear program is a threat to global peace and security, and the
security of the region.
Would Australia join the US if the situation escalated into a broader regional conflict?
e We continue to call for de-escalation, dialogue and diplomacy.

o Iagree with President Trump’s statement that now is the time for peace.

How can Australia continue to partner with the US?

o Australia and the United States have a longstanding alliance, bound by a history of bipartisan
cooperation.

o Our partnership has delivered mutual benefit for over 70 years and will continue to do so.
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Was Australia aware of the US’ plans to strike the nuclear sites?

e Questions about US operational plans should be directed to the US Government.
If pressed:
o President Trump made no secret of US contingency planning.

o We would not expect to be consulted as Australia did not contribute to the US’ actions.

Will Australia contribute to a US military intervention?

o We will not engage in hypotheticals.

Have the US strikes on the nuclear sites created a nuclear contamination risk?

o Australian Government agencies are closely monitoring the situation. Early indications are that off-
site radiological consequences from these strikes would not be significant.

o The IAEA will play a critical role in assessing radiological and nuclear contamination risks and
implications.

If pressed:

» Radiological risk within the region is assessed to be low.

Do the US strikes on Iran’s nuclear sites breach international law?

o Australia has been clear that Iran’s nuclear weapons program is a threat to global peace and
security, and the security of the region.

o Australia continues to urge all parties to prioritise de-escalation, dialogue and diplomacy.
If pressed:
o Not here to provide legal analysis.

o Australia’s focus and priority is the safety of Australians.

Any use or disclosure of personal information about individuals and the incidents contained in this
background should not be made public. To do so may constitute a breach of the Privacy Act 1988
(Cth).

s 47E(d)
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s 22(1)(a)(ii)

From: Media

Sent: Monday, 23 June 2025 12:39 PM

To: s 22(1)(a)(ii)

Subject: **Media Alert** PRIME MINISTER ANTHONY ALBANESE AND MINISTER PENNY

WONG - TRANSCRIPT - PRESS CONFERENCE - PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA -
MONDAY, 23 JUNE 2025 [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL

*Note: This is an ad-hoc media alert distributed by MLS for your information and for further distribution as you see
relevant, including to your colleagues at Posts, particularly when the issue is attracting high media interest*

ANTHONY ALBANESE
PRIME MINISTER OF AUSTRALIA

TRANSCRIPT

E&OE TRANSCRIPT

PRESS CONFERENCE
PARLIAMENT HOUSE, CANBERRA
MONDAY, 23 JUNE 2025

SUBJECT: Middle East Conflict.

ANTHONY ALBANESE, PRIME MINISTER: Good morning. The world has long agreed
that Iran cannot be allowed to get a nuclear weapon. And we support action to prevent
that. That is what this is. The US action was directed at specific sites central to Iran's
nuclear program. We don't want escalation and a full-scale war. We continue to call for
dialogue and for diplomacy. As I've said for many days now, we are deeply concerned
about any escalation in the region and we want to see diplomacy, dialogue and de-
escalation. We've been upfront about the challenge facing the international community —

that is, dealing with the threat posed by any Iranian nuclear weapons program and dealing
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with the risk of regional escalation. And that's why Australia called upon Iran to come to the
table and abandon any nuclear weapons program. Iran didn't come to the table, just as it
has repeatedly failed to comply with its international obligations. We urge Iran not to take

any further action that could destabilise the region. Happy to take questions.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, could you just explain why you've waited until now to
explicitly express your support for this action? And is it because you want Australia to

remain a non-central player in this conflict?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, we aren't a central player in this conflict, that's just a fact. And
what we do is we run an orderly, stable government. But | made comments about this in
three countries, over recent days, and my comments today are perfectly consistent with
that.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, if | could just ask about — there's a concern from the US
around retaliatory action when it comes to sleeper cells in the US. That's something that's
been well reported over the last few hours. There's a sense that Iran has the capability to
attack European-American nationals beyond the US and the Middle East, is also what's
being reported. Was this discussed today and what would be your message to Australians
. who are seeing this sort of thing coming out in terms of any concern about a threat here in

Australia?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, precisely why we're calling for a de-escalation. And obviously we
are opposed to any action against Australians or, indeed, against anyone else. What we
want to see, as President Trump has said, is peace going forward. There's an opportunity

for that to occur.

PENNY WONG, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS: Thank you, Prime Minister. I'll just
add to that. Obviously there are always risks, not only from escalation in the region, but
also potential for risk more broadly. | indicated publicly this morning that | have asked my
Department to consider whether there are any — if there's any alteration to travel advice

more generally, which we will obviously make sure is up to —

JOURNALIST: Was that discussed at the National Security Committee?

PRIME MINISTER: We don't talk about what we discuss at NSC.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, can you confirm or provide any details to whether Australia

has provided any military support via our bases in the region or indeed any signals support

via our joint facilities here in Australia?
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PRIME MINISTER: Well, we don't talk about intelligence matters, but we confirm, of

course, that this was a unilateral action by the United States.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, what intelligence has been shared with your Government
about whether Iran was imminently at the point of having a nuclear weapon? And following

on from Jane's question —

PRIME MINISTER: Refer to previous answers.

JOURNALIST: You're a Government that talks about transparency and talks about being
upfront with the Australian people. So, was a facility like Pine Gap used in this attack? Was

information that's been garnered there used as part of this attack on Iran?

PRIME MINISTER: We are upfront, but we don't talk about intelligence, obviously. But

we've made very clear this was unilateral action taken by the United States.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, Foreign Minister, just to return to the first question — why
did it take 24 hours for Australia to express unequivocal support for this action by its
closest ally? And what does this say about our relationship with the US under your

Government?

PRIME MINISTER: We issued a statement yesterday.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, is Australia reviewing its terror threat level in the wake of
what's been happening? And again, was there any discussions or is there any concerns

surrounding potential sleeper cells within this country?

PRIME MINISTER: Look, we are constantly under a position where the ASIO Director-
General and our security intelligence agencies are constantly engaged in monitoring.
There's been no change in any of the advice that has been issued.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, PM Starmer noted that his Government was given prior
warning of the US action in Iran, | think quite shortly before it took place, but he was given

warning. Was ours?

PRIME MINISTER: The UK has been one of the countries that's been at the negotiating

table with Iran for many years on its nuclear weapons program.

JOURNALIST: Just to follow up. So, was your Government briefed prior to the attack?
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PRIME MINISTER: This was unilateral action taken by the United States.

JOURNALIST: PM, you weren't briefed, is that the —7?

PRIME MINISTER: This was unilateral action taken by the United States.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, have you spoken to President Donald Trump since the G7

summit?

PRIME MINISTER: No.

JOURNALIST: Prime Minister, you talk about Tehran coming back to the negotiating table.
They were in discussions with the US 10 days ago, Israel attacked it. It actually bombed its
chief negotiator. Regardless of what you think about the regime, what incentive — hasn't
this blown Tehran's trust in the negotiation process? And Minister Wong, you were asked
this morning whether you think these — whether Australia believes these attacks are legal
under international law. Can we clarify, do you believe they were legal under international

law?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, Iran has an interest, an interest very clearly as well, | believe, in
ensuring that there is not an escalation in the region and that is the incentive that they
have. The United States have made clear their position and we continue to call for
dialogue. Had Iran complied with the very reasonable requests that were made, including

by the IAEA, then circumstances would have been different.

JOURNALIST: PM, last year when there were strikes on the Houthis in Yemen, the
Government did confirm that Australian resources were part of those strikes, that we
refuelled jets and so forth. Are you saying there was absolutely no Australian involvement

whatsoever — refuelling jets and nothing whatsoever?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, { can't be clearer than this was unilateral action taken by the
United States.

JOURNALIST: Senator Wong, on your decision to withdraw our staff in the embassy in
Tehran. Was that conseguent out of fear for their safety, as in, were they hit by a bomb or

was it their safety that there might be reprisals on the ground in Tehran against US citizens

and their allies?

MINISTER WONG: Thanks, Phil. Obviously, that was a difficult decision to make. We've

Page 31 of 85




DFAT FOI - RELEASED UNDER FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982 LEX12584

had to do it previously, the previous Government had to do it in Kyiv and in other parts of
the world. It occurs from time to time. But | would say we were very conscious of the
history in Iran, which | think is — people well know. And the advice to me, which | discussed
with the Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minister, was to ensure we got our people
out. Obviously, the situation in Iran is very distressing for Australians. We have over - |
think it's over 3,000 Australians and their families who have registered with us as seeking
to leave and obviously airspace remains closed. We have deployed people to the

Azerbaijani border in the event that more Australians are able to exit through that border.

JOURNALIST: Just on the premise of the US attack — you support the US attack, but do
you support the premise of the US attack, which is that Iran was imminently close to having

nuclear weapons? And if so, what intelligence on that have you seen?

PRIME MINISTER: Well, the information has been clear that Iran has sought to increase
the grade, which had been, you know — there's no other explanation for it to reach 60 other
than engaging in a program that wasn't about civilian nuclear power. And that was clear. It
was also very clear over a period of time and as early as a week ago, of course, at the G7,
when President Trump left the G7, made it clear that Iran had an opportunity to comply.

They chose not to. And there have been consequences of that. Thanks very much.

ENDS

Media Contact:
Prime Minister's Office: 02 6277 7744 | Media@pm.gov.au

You are currently subscribed to mls-media-alerts as: s 22(1)(a)(ii) @dfat.gov.au.

For asssistance with this mailing list, please email media@dfat.gov.au
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CONSULAR UPDATES
s 47E(d)

CRISIS RESPONSE TEAM DEPLOYMENTS
s 47E(d)
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DEPARTURE OPTIONS
s 47E(d)
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