
 

Mr Abolfazl Khaki 
Head of Qom Chamber of Commerce 
 
Form of Address:      Your Excellency  
Pronunciation:          Khakee 

Education:     -  

 
 

Career: 
 
2015- 

 
Head of Qom Chamber of Commerce for two terms  
Representative council member of Qom Chamber of Commerce for    
six terms  
Board member of Qom Chamber of Commerce for four terms 
 

 
 

 
 
HOM met with him on 7 December 2021. 
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Hojatoleslam Dr Ali Abbasi 
Chancellor of Al-Mustafa International 
University  
 
Form of Address:      Your Excellency  
Pronunciation:          Ab-basee   

Education:     Seminary studies (10 years) + 
PhD, Comparative Philosophy (2002), Qom 
University 

 
 

Career: 
 
2018- 
2016- 
2017-2018 
2014-2017 
2013-2015 
2011-2015 
2011-
2002-2018 
2007- 
2007- 
2008-2011 
2002-2008 
 

 
Chancellor of Al-Mustafa International University 
Member of Academic Board, Cultural Front of Islamic Revolution 
Deputy for Education, Al-Mustafa Intl University  
Head for Research, Al-Mustafa Intl University 
Deputy for Research, Al-Mustafa Intl University 
Head, International studies, Al-Mustafa Intl University 
Member of Humanities Council, Supreme Cultural Revolution Council 
Head, Philosophy Department, Imam Khomeini University, Qom 
Director, Education Committee, Supreme Cultural Revolution Council  
Deputy for Research, Islamic Studies Supreme Council  
Deputy for Education, Seminaries Centre 
Deputy for Education, Al-Mustafa Intl University  
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Dr Zohreh Borqeie 
Director of Al-Zahra University-Qom  
 
Form of Address:      Your Excellency  
Pronunciation:          Bor-qe-eei   

Education:     Seminary studies (1978-1991) 
+ PhD, Comparative Philosophy (1999), Qom 
University 

 
 

Career: 
 
2017- 
- 
2018- 
2018- 
2018- 
2017- 
2014- 
2013- 
2012 
1984-2013 
 

 
Director, Al-Zahra University 
Missionary, SL’s office, Qom 
Member of Philosophy Department, Al-Zahra University 
Member of HSE Council, Qom University 
Advisor to Qom University Chancellor for women and family affairs  
Member of Research Department, Al-Zahra University  
Secretary to safeguard hijab and chastity, Qom University 
Deputy for women Affairs, Qom University 
Member of Scientific Committee, Qom University 
Director for education and research, Al-Zahra University  
 

 

HOM met with her on 7 December 2021. 
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Mr Morteza Saqaeiannejad 
Qom Mayor 
 
Form of Address:      Your Excellency  
Pronunciation:          Saqa-eeyan-nijad  

Education:     PhD, Electrical Engineering, US 
(1985-1989) 

 
 

Career: 
 
2015- 
Present 
2003-2015 
1989-1997 
1981-1985 
1978- 
- 
- 
- 

 
Qom Mayor  
Secretary, Islamic Council of Engineers, Isfahan province 
Isfahan Mayor 
Chancellor, Isfahan University of Technology  
Chancellor, Isfahan University  
Academic staff, Isfahan University 
Isfahan Iron Company  
Oil Company  
IAEO 
 

 

 
HOM met with him on 7 December 2021. 
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Title: Iran: HOM's visit to Qom 

MRN:    13/12/2021 05:58:13  

To:  Canberra 

Cc: RR : Middle East Posts 

From: Tehran 

From File: 
 

EDRMS 

Files: 

 

References: 
 

Response:  Routine, Information Only 

  

Summary 

  

An official visit to Qom highlighted opportunities for Australia to engage across different 

sectors in Iran, particularly outside the capital. Although limited by sanctions, business is 

eager to engage with Australia, with an eye to the future. Iranian cities  

 want Australian expertise on waste and water management. Qom's 

religious institutions want interfaith dialogues with Australia. HOM's explanation of 

Australian religious diversity and the possibilities for business engagement was echoed in 

local media. 

 
  
 

On 7 December, HOM (accompanied by DHOM) visited Qom, a city of religious and 

political importance in Iran. It was the Ambassador's first official trip outside Tehran in two 

years and it highlighted the importance of engagement outside the capital.  

  

2.  HOM met with the Qom Chamber of Commerce; Qom Mayor, Mr Seyed Morteza 

Saqaeian Nejad; Chancellor of Al-Mustafa Seminary for men, Dr Ali Abbasi; and Senior 

Director of Jamiat al-Zahra Seminary for Women, Dr Seyedeh Zohreh Borqeie. HOM also 

made an official visit to the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masouma.  

  

3.  The Qom Chamber of Commerce and Mayor were eager to explore avenues for 

engagement with Australian business in the future. Qom province has vast agricultural lands, 

producing olive oil, a variety of fruits, saffron and pistachio. Business people were interested 

in importing wheat and fertiliser from Australia. Although cognisant of the limitations 

imposed by sanctions, Qom province trades with 49 different countries.  

  

4.  The Mayor was eager to learn from Australian expertise on waste and water management 

 

 We endeavoured to share our 

best practice models and offered to make possible introductions.  

  

5.   HOM's 

engagement opened the door to further discussion on interfaith dialogues. Dr Abbasi and Dr 
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  Page 2 of 4 

Borqeie welcomed us warmly and were eager to connect with faith institutions in Australia to 

explore commonalities in their faiths. The women's seminary in particular was receptive to 

HOM's messages. 

  

6.  The visit was very well received. It was covered broadly in the media, which highlighted 

HOM's explanation of Australian religious diversity and the possibilities for business 

engagement.  

text ends 

 
Sent by: 
Prepared 
by:  
Approved 
by:  

HOM 

Topics: ECONOMIC DIPLOMACY/General, ENVIRONMENT/Trade & Environment, POLITICAL-
ECONOMIC/Domestic Political, TRADE/Policy General 

▼New Distribution 

  

  

   

    

   

   

LEX 11048 - Document 6
 

 

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
 47E(d)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 47E(d)

 
s 33(a)(iii)

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

8 of 25



 
 

   

 
  Page 3 of 4 

   

   

 
 

  

  

 
   

  
  
  

  

LEX 11048 - Document 6
 

 

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
 47E(d)

s 47E(d)

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

9 of 25



 
 

 
  Page 4 of 4 

 
   
   

LEX 11048 - Document 6
 

 

s 22(1)(a)(ii)
 47E(d)s 47E(d)

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

10 of 25



s 47E(d), s 33(a)(iii)
DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

11 of 25









  
  
    

   

LEX 11048 - Document 8
DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

15 of 25





 
 

Visit Program to Qom 
7 December 2021 

 

08.30-09.30 Working breakfast with Head of Qom Chamber of Commerce Mr 
Abolfazl Khaki and Qom businessmen at Mehr-o-Mah tourist 
complex-10 km away from Qom  

10.00-10.45 Meeting with Qom Mayor Mr Seyed Morteza Saqaeian Nejad 

11.00-12.00 Meeting with Chancellor of Al-Mustafa International University for 
Men Dr Ali Abbasi  

12.30-14.30 Meeting and lunch with Board member and senior director of 
Jamiat al-Zahra University for Women Dr Seyedeh Zohreh Borqeie 

15.00-15.30 Visit to Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masouma  

 

HOM:    

DHOM:  

   

Contact person & MFA officer Qom  

Contact person for Chamber of Commerce meeting  
 

 

Bios follow: 
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Mr Abolfazl Khaki 

Head of Qom Chamber of Commerce 

 

Form of Address:      Your Excellency  

Pronunciation:          Khakee 

Education:     -  

 

Career: 

 

2015- 

 

Head of Qom Chamber of Commerce for two terms  

Representative council member of Qom Chamber of Commerce for    
six terms  

Board member of Qom Chamber of Commerce for four terms 
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Mr Morteza Saqaeiannejad 

Qom Mayor 

 

Form of Address:      Your Excellency  

Pronunciation:          Saqa-eeyan-nijad  

Education:     PhD, Electrical Engineering, 
US (1985-1989) 

Career: 

2015- 

Present 

2003-2015 

1989-1997 

1981-1985 

1978- 

- 

- 

- 

Qom Mayor  

Secretary, Islamic Council of Engineers, Isfahan province 

Isfahan Mayor 

Chancellor, Isfahan University of Technology  

Chancellor, Isfahan University  

Academic staff, Isfahan University 

Isfahan Iron Company  

Oil Company  

IAEO 
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Hojatoleslam Dr Ali Abbasi 

Chancellor of Al-Mustafa International 
University  

 

Form of Address:      Your Excellency  

Pronunciation:          Ab-basee   

Education:     Seminary studies (10 years) + 
PhD, Comparative Philosophy (2002), Qom 
University 

 

Career: 

2018- 

2016- 

2017-2018 

2014-2017 

2013-2015 

2011-2015 

2011-2002-
2018 

2007- 

2007- 

2008-2011 

2002-2008 

 

Chancellor of Al-Mustafa International University 

Member of Academic Board, Cultural Front of Islamic Revolution 

Deputy for Education, Al-Mustafa Intl University  

Head for Research, Al-Mustafa Intl University 

Deputy for Research, Al-Mustafa Intl University 

Head, International studies, Al-Mustafa Intl University 

Member of Humanities Council, Supreme Cultural Revolution Council 

Head, Philosophy Department, Imam Khomeini University, Qom 

Director, Education Committee, Supreme Cultural Revolution Council  

Deputy for Research, Islamic Studies Supreme Council  

Deputy for Education, Seminaries Centre 

Deputy for Education, Al-Mustafa Intl University  
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Dr Zohreh Borqeie 

Director of Al-Zahra University-Qom 

Form of Address:      Your Excellency 

Pronunciation:          Bor-qe-eei   

Education:     Seminary studies (1978-
1991) + PhD, Comparative Philosophy 
(1999), Qom University 

Career: 

2017- 

- 

2018- 

2018- 

2018- 

2017- 

2014- 

2013- 

2012 

1984-2013 

Director, Al-Zahra University 

Missionary, SL’s office, Qom 

Member of Philosophy Department, Al-Zahra University 

Member of HSE Council, Qom University 

Advisor to Qom University Chancellor for women and family affairs 

Member of Research Department, Al-Zahra University  

Secretary to safeguard hijab and chastity, Qom University 

Deputy for women Affairs, Qom University 

Member of Scientific Committee, Qom University 

Director for education and research, Al-Zahra University  
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From:                                 "Foreign Minister"
Sent:                                  12/04/2022 11:55:22 AM
To:                                      @dfat.gov.au>
Cc:                                      @dfat.gov.au>
Subject:                             FW: Australian ambassador in Iran [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Categories:                      

OFFICIAL
 
 
 
Dear PDMS – grateful if you would action the below.  
 
Minister For Foreign Affairs  
Advisor:  
Date:  
 Reply – Minister  
 Reply – Principal Adviser 
 Reply – Senior Adviser 
 Reply – Adviser 
 Reply – Department 
 Copy held for Minister to see 
 Information Only 
 Diary 
 Redirect 
 Refer…… 
 Comments….. 
 
With thanks 

 
 

From: @aph.gov.au> 
Sent: Sunday, 26 December 2021 3:52 PM
To: Foreign Minister <foreign.minister@dfat.gov.au>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] FW: Australian ambassador in Iran  
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 
recognise the sender. 
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