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From:
To: @hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au
Cc: VSO
Subject: RE: Advice re hate speech / local government and use of Macedonia and Vergina Sun [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Attachments: image001.png
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OFFICIAL
 
Dear 
 
Thank you for getting in touch and apologies for the delay in getting back to you.
 
As discussed just now, and to answer your questions below, the Prespa Agreement between Greece and North
Macedonia states  that ‘“Macedonia” […] shall cease to be used to refer to the Second Party [North Macedonia] in
any official context’.
 
Article 6 of the agreement also calls on each party (Greece / North Macedonia) to discourage misuse of terms by
private entities which are likely to incite revisionism against the other party. Australia adopted the naming
conventions under the Prespa Agreement but is not a party to the agreement.
 
For the purpose of responding to the enquiry you received, we’d suggest the below language.
 
I hope this helps, and please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any further questions.

Warm regards, 

 
 

Business Liaison Officer
Victorian State Office
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

www.dfat.gov.au | Twitter @DFAT Vic
 
 

From: @hobsonsbay.vic.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 14 April 2023 1:49 PM
To: VSO <vso@dfat.gov.au>
Subject: Advice re hate speech / local government and use of Macedonia and Vergina Sun
 
Hi,
 
I am asking for assistance in responding to an issue that has been raised to our Council in Hobsons Bay, Melbourne.  
 
It is correspondence that is focussed on spreading ‘hate speech’.   I have made contact with embassies and consular
officials, and felt that potentially DFAT may be able to assist.
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A group, the Macedonian Australian Cultural Orthodox run a festival each year that is called the Macedonian Festival.
 

1. Council has received a complaint that groups must not use the term Macedonia.  Is this correct?
 
The festival uses the Vergina Sun in its work.
 

1. Council has received a complaint that groups using the term Macedonia must not use this imagery.  Is this
correct?

 
I would appreciate your advice.
 
Kind regards

 
 
 
 

Visit our website Manager Arts, Culture and Community 
Arts, Culture and Community 
T

 

             

Arts At Your Door

 

CAUTION - This message may contain privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the
addressee named above. If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this message is prohibited. If you have received this message in error
please notify Hobsons Bay City Council immediately. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual
sender and may not necessarily reflect the views of Hobsons Bay City Council.

Message protected by MailGuard: e-mail anti-virus, anti-spam and content filtering.
https://www.mailguard.com.au/mg
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From:
To:
Cc:
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL: NORTH MACEDONIA - New naming guidelines [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Date: Monday, 22 May 2023 2:22:40 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Thanks  appreciate your help!
Kind regards,

Policy Adviser | Economic Development and International Branch
Department of Premier and Cabinet | Level 15, 35 Collins Street, Melbourne Victoria 3000
Ph:  | www.dpc.vic.gov.au | www.vic.gov.au

We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of country throughout Victoria and pay our respect to them, their
culture and their Elders past, present and future.

OFFICIAL

From: @dfat.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 19 May 2023 9:17 AM
To: @dpc.vic.gov.au>
Cc: @dpc.vic.gov.au>
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL: NORTH MACEDONIA - New naming guidelines [SEC=OFFICIAL]

OFFICIAL
Hi
Unfortunately, we don’t have anything specific by way of a brief or circular.
However, we’d recommend referring directly to the Prespa Agreement, in particular clause 3(b).
We also have a formal, public-facing fact sheet on North Macedonia, which states that Australia
welcomed the Prespa agreement. Combined, these two documents should hopefully provide a
reliable resource for any future stakeholders that might have questions. We’d also be more than
happy to reconfirm Austrla’s position by email whenever useful.
Cheers, 

From: @dpc.vic.gov.au> 
Sent: Friday, 19 May 2023 9:02 AM
To: @dfat.gov.au>
Cc: @dpc.vic.gov.au>
Subject: RE: OFFICIAL: NORTH MACEDONIA - New naming guidelines [SEC=OFFICIAL]
Hi 
Thanks very much for this! I was wondering if you have any more formal-looking documents (eg
a brief or circular) on this that we could keep on file to share with stakeholders in future?
Kind regards,

| Policy Adviser | Economic Development and International Branch
Department of Premier and Cabinet | Level 15, 35 Collins Street, Melbourne Victoria 3000
Ph:  | www.dpc.vic.gov.au | www.vic.gov.au

We acknowledge the traditional Aboriginal owners of country throughout Victoria and pay our respect to them, their
culture and their Elders past, present and future.

LEX 10955 - Document 25

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

s 22(1)(a)(ii)

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

98 of 107





Please consider the environment before printing this email 
Notice: This email and any attachments may be confidential and may contain
copyright or privileged material. You must not copy, disclose, distribute, store
or otherwise use this material without permission. Any personal information in
this email must be handled in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act
2014 (Vic) and applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies of this email and any
attachments. Unless otherwise stated, this email and any attachment do not
represent government policy or constitute official government correspondence. The
State does not accept liability in connection with computer viruses, data
corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access or use.

Please consider the environment before printing this email 
Notice: This email and any attachments may be confidential and may contain
copyright or privileged material. You must not copy, disclose, distribute, store
or otherwise use this material without permission. Any personal information in
this email must be handled in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act
2014 (Vic) and applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies of this email and any
attachments. Unless otherwise stated, this email and any attachment do not
represent government policy or constitute official government correspondence. The
State does not accept liability in connection with computer viruses, data
corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access or use.

Please consider the environment before printing this email 
Notice: This email and any attachments may be confidential and may contain
copyright or privileged material. You must not copy, disclose, distribute, store
or otherwise use this material without permission. Any personal information in
this email must be handled in accordance with the Privacy and Data Protection Act
2014 (Vic) and applicable laws. If you are not the intended recipient, please
notify the sender immediately and destroy all copies of this email and any
attachments. Unless otherwise stated, this email and any attachment do not
represent government policy or constitute official government correspondence. The
State does not accept liability in connection with computer viruses, data
corruption, delay, interruption, unauthorised access or use.

LEX 10955 - Document 25

DFAT - DECLASSIFIED - RELEASED UNDER THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 1982

100 of 107


















