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22 September 2019 
 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
R.G. Casey Building 
John McEwan Crescent 
Barton ACT 0221  
 

Dear Sir/Madam 

RE: Australia – European Union Fair Trade Agreement - Prosecco 

We make this submission on behalf of Artwine, which is our business. 

While we have owned vineyards since 1997, we commenced commercial wine production under our 
own brand in 2011.  We own vineyards in the Clare Valley and Adelaide Hills, and we operate a cellar 
door, which is open seven days a week, on our Adelaide Hills vineyard.  

While we grow a number of ‘traditional’ grape varieties such as Pinot Noir, Merlot, Riesling and 
Grenache (all of which were already in existence when we purchased the properties) our passion is 
for the newer grape varieties which have been introduced to Australia over the last 20 years or so as, 
in our view, the wines which they produce are better suited to our climate and lifestyle than some 
varieties which were brought to Australia decades ago. 

In that regard we now grow the following varieties which have been introduced to Australia more 
recently: 

• Prosecco – planted on our Adelaide Hills vineyard in 2012 and 2017; 
• Tempranillo – Planted on our Clare Valley vineyard in 2003; 
• Viognier - Planted on our Clare Valley vineyard in 2003; 
• Graciano - Planted on our Clare Valley vineyard in 2004 and 2012; 
• Fiano - Planted on our Clare Valley vineyard in 2009 and 2012; 
• Montepulciano - Planted on our Clare Valley vineyard in 2012; and 
• Albarino - planted on our Adelaide Hills vineyard in 2016 and 2019. 

We also make a Gruner Veltliner, the only variety where we purchase grapes. 

In the eight years since we commenced commercial production under the Artwine label, we have won 
an amazing 20 trophies at regional, national and international levels – an amazing result given many 
wineries operate for many years without winning a single trophy. Most of ours have been for wines 
made from these ‘newer varieties’.  In 2018 we won three trophies including Wine of Show at the 
Australian Alternative Varieties Wine show; and another for ‘Best Alternative White of the Year’ from  



Artwine Pty Ltd 
72 Bird in Hand Road, Woodside SA 5244 
www.artwine.com.au 

Winestate Magazine; and this year (with the wine show season only just beginning) we have won a 
trophy for our 2019 Fiano (in the ‘all other white wines’ category) at the Sydney Wine Show. We are 
an acknowledged leader in this market segment in Australia, certainly among smaller producers. 

Hence, while this submission is primarily concerned with use of the terminology ‘Prosecco, should the 
European Union (EU) be successful in its bid to stop use of the terminology, it is likely that  the next 
steps will be to try blocking use of other grape varieties by Australian producers, not to mention 
numerous other food and dairy products.  Certainly many of our wines are likely to be affected and 
need to be re-named. 

Background/History of Prosecco 

According to Wikipedia, the first known mention of the name Prosecco is attributed to the 
Englishman Fynes Moryson, although he used the spelling Prosecho.  Moryson, visiting the north of 
Italy in 1593, notes: "Histria (a region in north eastern Italy) is devided into Forum Julii, and 
Histria properly so called ... Here growes the wine Pucinum, now called Prosecho, much 
celebrated by Pliny" 

The Oxford Companion to Wine (edited by renowned wine authority, Jancis Robinson) states: 

“Prosecco, late ripening white grape variety native to Veneto region in north east Italy.  It is 
responsible for a popular wine of the same name, sometimes called Prosecco di Conegliano 
Valdobbiadene, made west of the township of Conegliano near the Piave river.  Prosecco wines 
exist in still, but mainly fizzy and sparkling versions.  The production zone, in the province of 
Treviso but near the border with the alpine province of Belluno, is quite cool, and in the past the 
Prosecco grapes, harvested in late October or even early November, often stopped fermenting 
during the cold winters , leaving residual sugar and in many cases, some carbon dioxide in the 
wines when fermentation recommenced in the spring……..” 

A full copy of the entry in the Oxford Companion to wine is included in Appendix A. 

However, the point is that Prosecco is a grape variety, not a wine region and as such should not be 
protected as a GI.  While a town named Prosecco exists in northern Italy, we understand that it is a 
considerable distance from where most Prosecco grapes are grown, and wine is produced. 

The vines we ordered in 2012 and 2017 were referred to as Prosecco vines by prominent vine 
producer, Yalumba Nurseries. 

Regions in Europe which have a GI that is trademarked tend to have a number of grape varieties 
which go into the wine. For example, Champagne is made from Pinot Noir, Pinot Meunier and 
Chardonnay, and sometimes small amounts of other varieties.  There is no “Chardonnay” grape.  

The Italians (and for that matter, the EU) cannot argue that there is no Prosecco grape.  The Italians 
for many years called the variety Prosecco and changed the name to ‘Glera’ only recently, no doubt 
driven by the desire to create a geographical indications (GI) and in doing so, stop other countries 
calling their sparkling wine Prosecco. 

Artwine’s Production of Prosecco 

Our first Prosecco was made in 2016.  We were certainly one of the first producers in the Adelaide 
Hills and, we believe, South Australia.  So far as we know, we are still the only Wine Business in the 
Adelaide Hills, and possibly South Australia, which has a Prosecco on tasting and for sale at its Cellar 
Door. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fynes_Moryson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Istria#Early_history
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We are, however, aware of a number of others now producing the grape Prosecco in this region and 
expect the number of brands selling it to increase somewhat in the short term. 

In comparison to producers in the King Valley we are relatively small – currently producing just under 
1,000 cases annually.  That should double in 2020 as the vines we planted in 2017 begin to produce, 
and we expect to produce around 2,500 cases from 2021 forward. 

All is sold domestically.  The volumes we make of various varieties are insufficient to justify the major 
expense of diversifying into export markets. 

However, Prosecco is a significant part of our business.  We retail it at $25 per bottle, and sell 
reasonable volumes to other licensed premises, particularly those in the surrounding tourism region. 

Generally, this places us at a higher price point than many of the Proseccos made in Italy, as EU 
subsidies allow winemakers there to produce the product with a much lower cost structure than we 
can achieve.  However, there are many consumers willing to pay extra for an Australian product, 
particularly if they have an expectation of quality based on their knowledge of the Australian 
producer’s reputation. 

Everyone knows the wine as ‘Prosecco’.  We as Australians tend to name our wines after the grape 
variety.  When ordering in a bar or restaurant, most people simply say ‘I’ll have a glass of the Shiraz 
please’ or ‘I’ll have a glass of your Pinot Gris please’ rather than mentioning the name of the 
producer.  That only happens when there is more than one wine on a list of a particular variety. 

Should we become unable to use the name ‘Prosecco’, a significant marketing budget would need to 
be set aside by the Australian wine industry and Prosecco producers to re-educate consumers about 
a name change. 

We only need to look at the situation of Savagnin to understand how difficult that can be.  The variety 
was really gaining acceptance when it was called Albarino.  However, when news broke that the 
Clone we had in Australia was really Savagnin, the public lost interest.  Those who were already 
producing it struggled to sell what is essentially a very good variety if they labelled it Savagnin.  
Consequently, most have had to use a memorable name for the wine (e.g. Tscharke Wines calls its 
Savagnin ‘Girl Talk’ no doubt so that they don’t need to mention the grape variety). 

Should we be unable to call our wine ‘Prosecco’ (or for that matter our other wines Fiano, 
Montepulciano, Tempranillo, Graciano and Albarino) it would result in severe devaluation of our 
vineyards, about 75% of which are planted to varieties which could ultimately be affected if this 
restriction is allowed.  We would need to rethink names for each variety and commence marketing 
them all over again at considerable expense, or possibly either grafting or replanting to other varieties 
what do not run the risk of being restricted by GIs that do not exist now but may in the future.  Cost of 
that would, in itself, be hundreds of thousands of dollars, not even allowing for the loss of production 
for three years and needing to begin marketing new products. 

Australia must not agree to any Free Trade Agreement which restricts us using the name of grape 
varieties in producing and marketing our wine. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Glen & Judy Kelly 
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