
 
 

AAC 2020 COVID-19 SPECIAL GRANTS ROUND OUTCOMES 
 

Indian Ocean Craft Triennial - Perth 2021 (AAC2020009) 
Sector: Building Cultural Understanding / Society and Culture 

Country Location: Australia, Malaysia 

Grantee: Indian Ocean Craft Triennial 

 
Hovering Louvres - Yee I-Lann (right) with weavers including Kak Roziah (front left) and completed 
Hanging Louvres work (Photo Credit: Yee I-Lann) 

Project Description: 
Tikar ï a portal for story. Artist Yee I-Lann continues her exemplary work with the sea-based 
Sama diLaut weavers of Pulau Omadal, and inland Dusun Murut communities of Sabah. 
Creating exceptional contemporary artworks that speak to traditional usages, colonial 
histories and current experiences, these stateless women weavers draw on traditional skills 
raising a voice that can be heard across cultural and geographic boundaries. The tikar (woven 
mat) traditionally formed an integral part of peopleôs lives ï it was the main household 
furniture ï babies were conceived, born, lived and eventually their bodies were wrapped in 
tikar for burial. The mats are therefore a portal for lived experiences. I-Lann has been working 
with the weavers since 2016 and the resulting works have been shown in Malaysia, 
Singapore, Philippines and Korea. A major new work will be created by the group to be shown 
at the inaugural Indian Ocean Craft Triennial in Perth, September 2021 at the John Curtin 
Gallery, Curtin University. At the time of writing, the Covid19 pandemic has reached Omadal 
Island, and through this time, the women continue to weave, looking to find a way forward for 
greater health, hope and happiness for their families. 

 
Key Dates: 
Community Event: 15.06.2021 to 17.06.2021 
Artist Talks: 11.09.2021 to 19.09.2021 
Exhibition Opening: 09.09.2021 
Conference: 18.09.2021 



 
 

 
Social Media: 
Facebook/Instagram/Twitter @crafttriennial; Vimeo/Soundcloud @iota21 Website: 
www.indianoceancrafttriennial.com  

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $27,500.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $83,663.80 including GST  

http://www.indianoceancrafttriennial.com/


 
 

Australia-ASEAN Academics Forum: Online Education during COVID-19 
and Beyond (AAC2020084) 
Sector: Education 

Country Location: Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantee: University of Tasmania 

 

 
Online Education, The University of Tasmania, Tasmania, 2020 (Photo Credit: The University of 
Tasmania) 

Project Description: 
The University of Tasmania has an established international reputation in online education, 
while the majority of universities in ASEAN teach using traditional face-to-face pedagogies. 
COVID-19 has required ASEAN academics to move to online education for the first time. This 
project will assist 300 ASEAN academics to enhance their online teaching by discussing the 
challenges they face in online education during the pandemic using a critically reflective 
inquiry-based approach and then sharing the University of Tasmaniaôs best online teaching 
practices in five disciplines - education, humanities, health, ICT and economics. The project 
includes a series of webinars and interviews in two stages. It is expected that this project will 
help improve higher education online in ASEAN countries during the pandemic and beyond. 
This project will also help various disciplines at the University of Tasmania to reflect on their 
own practices to maintain their excellent achievements and make necessary future 
adjustments to maximize their educational potential. 

 

Key Dates: 
Opening Ceremony: 07.06.2021 
Webinars (Round 1): 08.06.2021 to 25.06.2021 
Webinars (Round 2): 06.09.2021 to 30.09.2021 

 

Social Media: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/AusASEANforum/  YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrbx0uD2l810EdXd1cAierQ?view_as=subscriber  
Linkedin: https://www.linkedin.com/in/australia-asean-academics-forum-2ab0881ba/  Website: 
https://australiaasean.org/  Twitter: https://twitter.com/AusAseanForum  Hashtags: @dfat, 
#AusASEANCouncil #AAAF #AusASEANforum #australia #asean #southeastasia 
#academics #UTAS #online education #Covid-19 #leadership #education #humanities 

https://www.facebook.com/AusASEANforum/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCrbx0uD2l810EdXd1cAierQ?view_as=subscriber
https://www.linkedin.com/in/australia-asean-academics-forum-2ab0881ba/
https://australiaasean.org/
https://twitter.com/AusAseanForum


 
 

#health #ICT #economics #brunei #cambodia #indonesia #laos #malaysia #myanmar 
#philippines #singapore #thailand #vietnam 

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $22,000.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $53,785.60 including GST  



 
 

Australia-Southeast Asia relations and the post-COVID 19 regional order 
(AAC2020100) 
Sector: Public Policy 

Country Location: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, Vietnam 

Grantee: La Trobe University 

 
Launch of the Australia-Indonesia Disability and Advocacy Network ï with Indonesian counterparts 
visiting La Trobe University (Photo Credit: La Trobe University) 

Project Description: 
Asiaôs security order has become increasingly uncertain as changing power configurations 
alter the political landscape. These existing dynamics have been accelerated by COVID 19. 
While the global pandemic presents new challenges, for Australia-Southeast Asian relations it 
may provide opportunities for deepening relations. This project examines how Southeast 
Asian foreign policy elites conceptualise the key security and economic challenges in a post-
COVID region and what role bilateral, multilateral and mini-lateral relations with Australia 
might have in addressing them. This project will bring together 25 foreign policy experts from 
across Australia and Southeast Asia for two online dialogues. We will examine the lessons 
drawn from Australia-Southeast Asian relations during the pandemic and provide 
recommendations for strengthening Southeast Asian-Australian economic and security 
cooperation in a post-COVID 19 order in accordance with the 2018 Sydney Declaration. The 
project will contribute to the diversification aims at the heart of Australia's Indo-Pacific 
concept. 

Key Dates: 
Workshop: 01.03.2021 to 08.03.2021 
Webinar: 09.03.2021 to 10.03.2021 

 
Social Media: 
@latrobeasia 

 



 
 

Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $26,675.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $34,485.00 including GST  



 
 

Comparative assessment of the pandemic responses in Australia and 
Thailand (AAC2020231) 
Sector: Social Cohesion 

Country Location: Australia, Thailand 

Grantee: Macquarie University 

 
Macquarie University Sydney Logo 

Project Description: 
Australia and Thailand are among the few highly praised countries in 'flattening the curve' of 
the COVID-19 pandemic according to the Global COVID-19 Index. Yet, the two successful 
stories present the unique contexts and principles in shaping a response to the crisis. Cross-
disciplinary collaboration of the five eminent scholars in the two countries develops a 
collection of expert knowledge based on socio-cultural, political, and media analysis to 
examine how Australia and Thailand tackle the COVID-19 crisis and to highlight the lessons 
learned for strategic future management. Ultimately, the project generates knowledge that will 
contribute to the needs of Thailand and other ASEAN countries during and following the 
pandemic by providing a comprehensive source of knowledge and policy reference for 
practitioners. 

 
Key Dates: 
Webinar (1): 09.09.2021 
Webinar (2): 09.09.2022 

 
Social Media: 
@macquarieuni 

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $22,000.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $128,111.61 including GST  



 
 

POST-COVID-19 VIETNAM-AUSTRALIA WEB-BASED SUPPLY CHAIN 
COLLABORATION PLATFORM (AAC2020260) 
Sector: Economic Resilience 

Country location: Australia, Vietnam 

Grantee: Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology (RMIT) 

 

 

COVID-normal supply chain in Vietnam (Photo Credit: Ninh T. Bui ï VCCI) 

 

Project Description: 
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused widespread impacts on virtually every sector of the 
global economy, causing significant disruption of global supply chains. The unprecedented 
effect of such a pandemic and the resultant restrictions imposed in many countries have 
revealed acute bottlenecks in supply chain links in many trade regions, including Australia 
and Vietnam. These bottlenecks have been reported to cause disruption to both domestic 
trade, export, import, and cross-border trade. This project will identify critical weaknesses in 
supply chains of key trading commodities of Vietnamese firms with Australia by employing 
supply chain mapping methodology, in combination with industry focus group discussion, 
which will be facilitated by Vietnam Chamber of Commerce and Industry (VCCI) ï (our 
Vietnamese project partner). Based on findings from this analysis, a web-based platform of 
supply chain collaboration between Vietnamese and Australian firms for information and 
knowledge exchange will be established as part of the projectôs outcomes. While this project's 
scope currently focuses on the bilateral relationship between Australia and Vietnam, its 
methodology and expected results can potentially be equally applied in other ASEAN 
countries which have trading relationships with Australia. 

 
Key Dates: 
Workshop (1): 08.04.2021 
Workshop (2): 10.12.2021 
Launch of Supply Chain Collaboration Platform: 23.12.2021 



 
 

Social Media: 
LinkedIn 

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $39,844.20 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $88,679.80  



 
 

ASEAN Virtual Seminar Series: Personal Protective Equipment for COVID-
19 (AAC2020261) 
Sector: Health 

Country Location: Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantee: Flinders University 

 
Medical Device Research Institute staff Carolyn Ramsey and Hao Fu discuss correct face mask fitting in 
the PPE testing lab at Flinders University Tonsely campus. (Photo Credit: Aaron Mohtar) 

Project Description: 
Flinders Universityôs Medical Device Research Institute will share expertise gained in 
establishing a dedicated Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) testing facility in Adelaide with 
counterparts in the ASEAN region to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. Through a series 
of three online seminars and a PPE network, the project will use a panel of experts from the 
region to share technical knowledge and experiences related to face mask and gown testing 
and manufacturing with universities and industry. The seminars will cover topics including: 
protective equipment testing and national and international standards; mask manufacturing; 
and correct mask fitting and education for health professionals. We will work with international 
partners to find counterparts from universities, manufacturers, health and scientific 
organisations to form a network of people interested in face masks and surgical gowns. The 
project will also address the issue of facemask fitting through a short multilingual instructional 
video. This project will initiate dialogue between Australian and ASEAN researchers and 
industry through the sharing of knowledge in the symposia and the subsequent networking 
linkages. The symposia will be a chance to showcase best practice from all participating 
countries. This increased awareness will hopefully lead to collaborations and subsequent 
research across the region. 

 

Key Dates: 
Seminar (1): 22.03.2021 
Seminar (2): 24.05.2021 
Seminar (3): 26.06.2021 

 

Social Media: 
https://www.facebook.com/FlindersUniversity/;  
https://www.instagram.com/flindersuniversity/?hl=en;  @Flinders 
https://twitter.com/Flinders?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauth 
or; https://au.linkedin.com/school/flinders-university/;  @flindersmdri (twitter) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/FlindersUniversity/
https://www.instagram.com/flindersuniversity/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/Flinders?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauth
https://au.linkedin.com/school/flinders-university/


 
 

Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $37,400.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $63,690.00 including GST  



 
 

Health-COVE: Strengthening Health Systems Capacity through Online and 
Virtual Engagement (AAC2020271) 
Sector: Health 

Country Location: Australia, Philippines 

Grantee: Filipino Nursing Diaspora Network (FiND) 

 

 
We translate traditional face-to-face approach into transformational virtual engagement. (Photo credit: 
Filipino Nursing Diaspora Network) 

Project Description: 
The Health-COVE Project applies a transformative approach to assist local health systems in 
the Philippines cope with the short and long-term impacts of the current pandemic. This 
project also brings together experts from relevant fields including public health, mental health, 
health human resource and clinical practice to mentor local academics and public health 
workers through online and virtual tools while traditional forms of engagement are limited due 
to social distancing restrictions. By strengthening health leadership, innovation and research 
capacities, this project anticipates: -Increasing awareness of universities and local health 
units about their roles to avert the impacts of the pandemic; and -Creating a supportive and 
sustainable community of practice between universities and local health units. 

Key Dates: 
Health Leadership and Innovation Webinar (1): 24.04.2021 
Health Leadership and Innovation Webinar (2): 29.05.2021 
Mentor Sessions (1):10.05.2021 to 15.05.2021 
Mentor Sessions (2): 07.06.2021 to 12.06.2021 
Launch of Recovery Plan and Action Plan: 21.06.2021 to 26.06.2021 (Open to Public) 

Social Media: 
Website: https://www.findnetwork.org/; Facebook: Filipino Nursing Diaspora Network; 
#HealthCOVE 

Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $48,600.00 (No GST) 

Total Project Value: $127,600.00 (No GST)  



 
 

Womanifesto Online Archive (AAC2020282) 
Sector: Contemporary Arts and Culture 

Country Location: Australia, Cambodia, Indonesia, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 

Vietnam 

Grantee: University of Sydney 

 
Karla Sachse and Khun Pikul, Womanifesto Workshop 2001, Boon Bandarn Farm, Kantharaluk, 
Thailand. (Photograph by Varsha Nair; image courtesy of Womanifesto) 

Project Description: 
Womanifesto is a transnational womenôs art collective established in Thailand in 1997, 
organising major biennial exhibitions, workshops and online projects since then. As the first 
feminist Southeast Asia-based international biennial, Womanifesto has engaged over 150 
contemporary women artists from 45 countries. These events are documented in 3-4,000 
papers, photographs, and recordings which have been recently digitised by Asia Art Archive. 
The Womanifesto Online Anthology (WOA) will critically activate this archive, reaching diverse 
audiences through digital storytelling and providing a polylingual platform for further research. 
Co-edited by the Womanifesto artists with scholars and curators involved in the Gender in 
Southeast Asian Art Histories Research Network, the WOA will highlight the impact of women 
in the regionôs arts, and the importance of transcultural exchange, through commissioned 
essays, interviews, translations, artistic contributions, and diverse other formats. The 
Womanifesto collective has recently been reactivated, its founding members now 
geographically dispersed across Australia, Thailand and India. Although plans to establish a 
new residency in Thailand were paused due to COVID-19, Womanifesto is planning 
gatherings of artists in Udon Thani, Baroda, Berlin, Basel, and Sydney. The WOA will look 
both forwards and backwards as it traces the shared experiences and ongoing legacy of 
these artists. 

 
Key Dates: 
Workshops: 01.12.2020 to 28.02.2021 
Website Launch: 01.09.2022 
Seminar: 01.01.2023 to 31.01.2023 
Womanifesto Events, National Gallery Singapore: 01.02.2023 to 28.02.2023 
Webinar: 01.03.2023 

 

Social Media: 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ThePowerInstitute; Twitter: @PowerInstitute1; Instagram: 
@The_Power_Institute; https://www.instagram.com/womanifestoartexchange/; 

http://www.facebook.com/ThePowerInstitute
https://www.instagram.com/womanifestoartexchange/


 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Womanifesto-Art-Exchange-110194640880516/; 
https://twitter.com/WomanifestoE  

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $44,770.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $66,220.00 including GST  

https://www.facebook.com/Womanifesto-Art-Exchange-110194640880516/
https://twitter.com/WomanifestoE


 
 

Boundless Plains: Indigenous - Muslim Connection (AAC2020331) 
Sector: Contemporary Arts and Culture 

Country Location: Australia, Indonesia, Malaysia 

Grantee: Islamic Museum of Australia 

 

 
Join us for the IMA's Boundless Plains Multicultural Festival February 20 & 21, 2021 between 10am and 
3pm. Visit www.islamicmuseum.org.au for bookings. (Photo Credit: Islamic Museum of Australia) 

Project Description:  
The Islamic Museum of Australia invites you to our Multicultural Festival: Boundless Plains. 
This year we're focusing on the Indigenous - Muslim connections with Indigenous art 
workshops with Indigenous artists, sharing stories of Indigenous Muslims Aunty Halima, Dr. 
Umber Rind and Anthony Mundine. The festival will end with Boundless Plains retrospective 
with the original members of the 2011 Boundless Plains expedition, hosted by Nazeem 
Hussain. 

 

Key Dates: 
Festival Day 1: 20.02.2021 
Festival Day 2: 21.02.2021 
Indigenous Muslim Stories: 30.04.2021 

 
Social Media: 
Instagram: @islamicmuseumaustralia; Facebook: @IslamicMuseum; Twitter: 
@IslamicMuseum; LinkedIn: Islamic Museum of Australia; Website: 
www.islamicmuseum.org.au  

http://www.islamicmuseum.org.au/


 
 

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $43,758.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $76,208.00 including GST  



 
 

State of Knowledge on Illegal Wildlife Trade Networks in ASEAN 
(AAC2020351) 
Sector: Trade and Investment 

Country location: Australia, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar, Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantee: University of New South Wales 

 

 
UNSW Sydney Logo 

Project Description: 
The AIWTA (Assessing Illegal Wildlife Trade Networks in Southeast Asia) Project aims to 
evaluate the state of knowledge on the illegal wildlife trade (IWT) and regulatory implications 
for the ASEAN region. Led by UNSW Canberra, the Overseas Development Institute and 
University College London, the project will build a collaborative network of practitioners and 
researchers to develop an evidence base for concerted action to curtail IWT and formulate 
policy recommendations for ASEAN and Australian stakeholders, especially local law 
enforcement. Focusing on Southeast Asian countries that act as major transit hubs and 
consumer markets for IWT products, the project will produce a State of Knowledge report to 
shed light on the structural evolution and drivers of IWT networks, including the motivations of 
poachers and smugglers, and the key challenges to ending this trade. It will also involve the 
organisation of virtual workshops and webinars to facilitate knowledge exchange across the 
policy-academic divide, as well as between experts in Australia, the United Kingdom and 
Southeast Asia. 

 

Key Dates: 
Online Workshop (Asia-Pacific): 12/04/2021 to 13/04/2021 
Webinar (Asia-Pacific): 08/10/2021 

 
Social Media: 
@ODIdev ; @ODIclimate ; https://www.facebook.com/odi.development/; 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/odi/; @unswcanberra ; @uclbiosciences ; 
https://www.facebook.com/Pichamon.Yeophantong/; @leighmayhewodi ; 
https://www.facebook.com/UNSWCanberra/; https://au.linkedin.com/in/pichamon-
yeophantong-a086253a; @eastforeden ; @h_chatterjee ; 
https://au.linkedin.com/school/unswcanberra/  

 
Australia-ASEAN Council Grant offer: $24,189.00 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $65,087.00 including GST 

  

https://www.facebook.com/odi.development/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/odi/
https://www.facebook.com/Pichamon.Yeophantong/
https://www.facebook.com/UNSWCanberra/
https://au.linkedin.com/in/pichamon-yeophantong-a086253a
https://au.linkedin.com/in/pichamon-yeophantong-a086253a
https://au.linkedin.com/school/unswcanberra/


 
 

ASEAN-Australia Digital Dialogue Series (AAC2020364) 
Sector: Youth 

Country Location: Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantee: ASEAN-Australia Strategic Youth Partnership 

 
Young leaders from ASEAN and Australia come together to develop policy solutions in the ASEAN-
Australia Digital Dialogue Series.  With all our projects, we strive to build connections between youth 
and empower their voices on the problems that matter. (Photo Credit: Timothy Tobing) 

Project Description: 
The ASEAN-Australia Digital Dialogue Series connects young professionals from ASEAN and 
Australia to develop policy solutions. The program combines diplomacy and digital 
technologies to find practical solutions to six issues affecting young people that have been 
exacerbated by COVID-19. The purpose of the Series is to co-design policy solutions with 
young people from across the region. The 2021 Series will focus on six issues, informed by 
AASYPôs ongoing participation in the ASEAN Work Plan on Youth 2021-2025 Expert Group 
and the impact of COVID-19 on young people.  

 

Key Dates: 
Recruitment Launch: 23.02.2021 
Delegate Announcement: 31.03.2021 
Digital Dialogue: 01.05.2021 to 01.07.2021 
Expert Roundtables: 13.09.2021 
Report Launch: 27.09.2021 

 
Social Media: 
Instagram: @aus_aseanyouth Twitter: @ausASEANyouth LinkedIn / Facebook: @aasyp 
Website: www.aasyp.org Hashtags: #aasyp #ausaseanyouth #ausaseanreview 

 

http://www.aasyp.org/


 
 

Australia-ASEAN Council Grant Offer: $26,236.10 including GST 

 
Total Project Value: $36,933.60 including GST  



 
 

ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand (AANZ) Dialogue 2020-21 ɀ Deepening 
Engagement Post-COVID-19 (AAC2020387) 
Sector: Economic Resilience 

Country Location: Australia, Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam 

Grantee: The University of Melbourne 

 
Welcome remarks by Asialink Group CEO, Ms Penny Burtt, Prof Aileen SP Baviera, Mr Simon Draper 
and Tan Sri Rastam Mohd Isa at the 12th AANZ Dialogue, Kuala Lumpur, 22-24 September 2019 
(Photo Credit: ISIS-Malaysia) 

Project Description: 
The ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand Dialogue is an annual Track II initiative led by Asialink, 
the Institute of Strategic and International Studies Malaysia (ISIS-Malaysia) and the Asia New 
Zealand Foundation. It is an opportunity for leading Australian thinkers on Australia-Asia 
engagement to come together with their counterparts throughout the ASEAN-ISIS network 
and New Zealand to discuss major issues facing the region. It is typically held in Kuala 
Lumpur, ahead of the annual ASEAN Summit and the East Asia Summit Leaders meetings, 
providing a valuable platform for policy recommendations on critical regional issues to be 
shared with governments to inform policymaking. In 2020/21 the Dialogue will bring together 
leading academics, economists, security analysts, business leaders and diplomats from 
Australia, New Zealand and ASEAN to discuss post-COVID regional cooperation including 
managing sharpening U.S-China conflict, the role of middle powers and ASEAN in regional 
security, promoting a rules-based international order, and economic recovery. 

 

Key Dates: 
Webinar: 07.12.20 
Publications: 01.02.2021 to 30.11.2021 
Dialogue: 01.07.2021 to 30.11.2021 

Social Media: 
https://asialink.unimelb.edu.au/; https://twitter.com/Asialink_au; 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asialink; https://www.facebook.com/Asialink.Au; 
#asialinkinsights 

https://asialink.unimelb.edu.au/
https://twitter.com/Asialink_au
https://www.linkedin.com/company/asialink
https://www.facebook.com/Asialink.Au

