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The Czech Republic on behalf of 54 states

Thank you Mr. President,

| have the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of a group of 54 countries - a full list will
be uploaded to the HRC extranet.

The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights stipulates in Article 25 the right of
every citizen to take part in the conduct of public affairs, to vote and to be elected at genuine
periodic elections and to have access to public service in his or her country. Other core
international human rights treaties elaborate further on equal participation as an important
human rights obligation enabling the enjoyment of an array of other rights and freedoms.

Equal and effective participation is of great importance for democracy, the rule of law, social
inclusion and economic development. It also plays crucial role for advancing gender equality
— the active participation of women, on the same terms as men, is essential to the
achievement of equality, sustainable development and peace.

Unfortunately, for many, the equal opportunity to have a meaningful say in public decision-
making is but a distant ideal. It is upon States to implement the right to participate in public
affairs and to take all measures to ensure that every citizen has, in law and in practice, an
effective opportunity to participate in political and public affairs at all levels. Since September
2018, States can find guidance and inspiration to this end in the OHCHR Guidelines on the
effective implementation of the right to participate in public affairs. These Guidelines,
operationalized by the consensual resolution 39/11 of this Council, introduce practical
orientations and recommendations for States as well as — where appropriate — for other
relevant stakeholders in relation to the effective implementation of the right to participate in
public affairs.

We encourage all governments, local authorities as well as international bodies to use the
Guidelines as a practical tool when integrating civic participation as a key governance principle
and a human right into their laws and policies. We invite States to consider reporting on the
national implementation of the Guidelines in their communications with Treaty Bodies and in
the context of the UPR. The Guidelines have also potential to facilitate the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda. We take note with interest of the activities of the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights to promote these Guidelines and we recall the possibility for
States to request from the OHCHR technical cooperation and capacity building regarding the
use of these Guidelines. The Guidelines are now available in a user-friendly version in several



languages on the OHCHR website and the OHCHR has expressed its readiness to assist States
with their implementation. In this regard, we welcome a first State request for technical
assistance by the OHCHR in translating the UN Guidelines into laws, policies and practices. In
years to come, we look forward to see a wide use of the Guidelines for the benefit of people
on the ground across the world.

Mr. President, we strongly believe that stimulating civic participation is a very meaningful
effort and we remain committed to working towards the improved enjoyment of the right to
participate in public affairs at this Council and beyond.

| thank you.
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