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Statement at Action
Australian Statement

National Human Rights Institutions – Calling a vote on Amendments L30 (relation to National Human Rights Institutions)  


I thank the South African Ambassador for their explanation of their amendments and the sentiments expressed, including their strong support for the resolution as a whole.   

Australia calls a vote on Amendment L.30.  

This year, we have updated the title of this resolution, to use the term ‘National Human Rights Institutions’, rather than the previous formulation, ‘National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights’.  

In doing so, we very much respect that each country’s NHRI will have its own mandate, with some being anchored in constitutions, while others are formed through domestic legislative or administrative mechanisms, appropriate to that country.  What they have in common is that they promote and protect human rights, as institutions established in line with the Paris Principles.  

To ensure we reflected this correctly, Australia listened carefully to views of delegations expressed over three weeks of continuous negotiations on this text.  Working closely with countries that participated in negotiations, we made a great many changes to the text, including revising the title to its current form.

By updating the title, we are seeking to bring the language in line with that used in other resolutions of this Council and UNGA, including HRC Resolution 5/1 and GA Resolution 60/251.  

L.30 is a reaction to this change, which fails to recognise that the working language on NRHIs has progressed.  

The amendment is also inconsistent with either the old or new titles.  It is a confusing and repetitive hybrid of language, which could be read to imply that there are NHRIs that do not promote or protect human rights, which is directly contrary to the Paris Principles.

For these reasons, we urge all HRC members to vote against amendment L.30.
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