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Joint Australia-UK Statement on progress to achieving Sustainable Development Goal 8.7 (SDG 8.7) on eradicating forced labour, ending modern slavery and human trafficking, and securing prohibition and elimination of the worst forms of child labour


Australia and the United Kingdom thank the Special Rapporteur for her presentation. 
We condemn, in the strongest possible terms, the practices of forced labour, modern slavery, human trafficking, and child labour. These crimes are an affront to our collective humanity and represent grave breaches of human rights. Globally, it is estimated that there remains over 40 million victims of slavery-like practices. This figure is unacceptable. We therefore recommit to eradicating these practices and securing the prohibition and elimination of child labour, consistent with Target 8.7 of the Sustainable Development Goals. 
Australia and the UK are leading international efforts in pursuit of Target 8.7. Australia co-chairs at the regional level, with Indonesia, the Bali Process on People Smuggling, Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime, and, globally, chairs Alliance 8.7, a platform for governments, international organisations, businesses, workers’ organisations and civil society to share information, promising practices, lessons learnt, and to demonstrate progress. The UK provides global leadership, driving the Call to Action to end Forced Labour, Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking, which encourages countries to develop national strategies to end these abhorrent practices. Domestically, both our countries are also taking strong action to improve supply chain transparency. 
We commend those states who have implemented domestic measures to prohibit these abhorrent practices and we encourage states to join us by endorsing international efforts and developing national strategies to eliminate slavery-like practices. 
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