
  

  

           Australian Mission to the United Nations E-mail   UN.Geneva@dfat.gov.au  

       Chemin des Fins 2, Petit Saconnex, 1211 Geneva 19   Ph +41 22 799 9100  Fax +41 22 799 9175 www.geneva.mission.gov.au 

End of Item Statement – Item 9 

 

Australia strongly believes that freedom of expression is a fundamental part of a vibrant 

democracy and a culture of accountability.  

 

In respect of the Resolution on the incompatibility between democracy and racism, 

Australia notes that PP16 does not accurately reflect States’ obligations under Article 19 

of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.  

 

Article 19 provides that the right to freedom of expression may also be subject to lawful 

restrictions that are necessary for the protection of national security, public order (ordre 

public), public health or morals, in addition to those that are necessary for the respect of 

the rights or reputations of others. 

 


