
Australia’s development partners are diverse in size, population and income 
level. Our focus is our region. Australia is responding to the long-term 
and unique challenges our partners face. In recognition of the significant 
infrastructure needs in the region, and the important role that infrastructure 
plays in enabling growth, Australia will launch the Australian Infrastructure 
Financing Facility for the Pacific. The Facility will transform Australia’s 
development assistance and be a cornerstone of our sustainable, principles-
based infrastructure investments in the Pacific and Timor-Leste. It will allow 
Australia to work with partner governments and the private sector to address 
critical infrastructure gaps while avoiding unsustainable debt.

Our development program is stronger and more diverse when we engage 
with Australian and international organisations. We do this through our 
trusted non-government partnerships, our community grants scheme, our 
volunteers program and our targeted investments through multilateral 
institutions and global funds.

2019–20 
AUSTRALIAN  
AID BUDGET  
AT A GLANCE

TOTAL AUSTRALIAN OFFICIAL 
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE  
$4 BILLION

$450m
HUMANITARIAN AND 
PROTRACTED CRISES
2019–20

Saving lives, alleviating 
suffering and enhancing 
human dignity

$500m
AUSTRALIAN 
INTRASTRUCTURE 
FINANCING FACILITY 
FOR THE PACIFIC 
2019–20 TO 2022–23 
Supporting infrastructure 
development in the 
Pacific and Timor-Leste

$145m
INDONESIA
PROSPERA

Contributing to strong, 
sustainable and inclusive 
economic growth

$70m
EXPANSION OF THE 
PACIFIC LABOUR SCHEME
2018–19 TO 2022–23

Creating more labour  
mobility opportunities for 
Pacific islanders

$66m
PACIFIC SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS 
SCHOLARSHIPS
2019–20 TO 2022–23

Opportunities for 
attendance at Australian 
secondary schools

UP TO $200m
CORAL SEA CABLE 
SYSTEM
2017–18 TO 2019–20

Improving internet 
access and connectivity 
in PNG and Solomon 
Islands

Building a stronger Indo-Pacific 
and tackling poverty is in 
Australia’s interest, and in the 
interests of our region. Healthy, 
educated and well-governed 
communities with affordable 
infrastructure are more resilient 
to shocks, including natural 
disasters. They are also better 
able to achieve sustainable 
economic growth.
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South and West Asia  
$266.2m
Australian development assistance with 
South and West Asia strengthens our 
economic, humanitarian and security links 
to build prosperity, stability, closer regional 
cooperation and gender equality.

Conflict and instability in the region has 
resulted in one of the world’s most protracted 
humanitarian crises. Our humanitarian 
assistance in Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan provides safety and basic needs of 
vulnerable and mobile populations.

The Middle East and Africa  
$199.8m
Australia’s investments in the Middle East 
and Africa promote a rules-based order and 
stability. Our humanitarian commitments 
in Iraq, Somalia, South Sudan, Syria, and the 
Palestinian Territories are critical. Australia 
Awards Scholarships promote people-to-
people and institutional links.

Gender Equality Fund  
$55m
Australia’s Gender Equality Fund helps 
empower women and girls by finding 
innovative ways to improve women’s 
economic participation and access to finance. 
Through the Investing in Women program 
we support mentoring for young women 
leaders in our region and we strengthen 
data collection and analysis.

Australia is the first and largest contributor 
to the Women’s Peace and Humanitarian 
Fund which supports women who prevent 
conflict, respond to crises and contribute to 
sustaining peace in their communities.

Climate Change  
$200m
In 2019–20, Australia will invest $200 million  
to support the Government’s five-year, 
$1 billion commitment to addressing climate 
change to support developing countries’ 
climate actions, to build climate resilience 
and reduce emissions. 
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Pacific  
$1.4b
We will take our partnership with the Pacific 
to a new level. In 2019–20, we will provide a 
record $1.4 billion in development assistance. 
We will work with governments and regional 
institutions on health and education 
programs, and on improving the environment 
for businesses and economic growth. 

We are delivering a new chapter in our 
relationship with the Pacific: 

»» the $2 billion Australian Infrastructure 
Financing Facility for the Pacific will work 
with partner governments and the private 
sector to close critical infrastructure gaps. 
It will include $500 million in grants

»» the Pacific Labour Scheme, $70 million 
over four years, will expand to all Pacific 
island countries

»» the Office of the Pacific will enhance 
coordination across the Australian 
government and consultation within 
the region

»» educational and people-to-people links 
will be strengthened with new secondary 
school scholarships, $66 million over 
three years, and more scholarships for 
vocational education and training

»» the new Australia-Pacific Sports Linkages 
Program, $12 million over 4 years, 
will strengthen sporting ties, build 
safe communities and increase the 
participation of women and girls in sport

»» across all our programs, we will continue 
to support equality for women and girls, 
including through Pacific Women Shaping 
Pacific Development.

Southeast and East Asia  
$1b
Australia supports a Southeast Asia that is 
stable, prosperous and resilient, and that 
benefits from a rules-based order. We will 
work to reduce poverty, address inequality, 
support free and unencumbered trade and 
advance human rights. We will continue to 
support efforts on transnational challenges 
such as: reducing crime and people smuggling; 
strengthening counter terrorism cooperation; 
and maritime security capacity building.

Our flagship counter-trafficking and safe 
migration investments will strengthen 
regional responses to these issues, while 
supporting human rights of vulnerable people.

Humanitarian Assistance $450m

Australia’s humanitarian assistance helps to strengthen resilience and mitigate the impact 
of disasters and humanitarian crises. Humanitarian crises reverse hard-won development 
gains, increase poverty and can result in instability that lasts for decades. Investing in 
disaster risk reduction is the most effective way to reduce the impact of a crisis, save lives 
and limit the economic costs of a disaster. 

2018–19 2019–20

Budget 
Estimate  

$m

Budget 
Estimate  

$m

Disaster risk reduction, preparedness and response 39.0 51.0

Protracted crises and strengthening humanitarian action 87.2 115.5

Emergency Fund 150.0 150.0

International Committee of the Red Cross 27.5 27.5

United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 10.0 10.0

World Food Programme 40.0 40.0

United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund 11.0 11.0

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 25.0 25.0

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees in the Near East 20.0 20.0

Australian Humanitarian total 409.7 450.0

PACIFIC AGREEMENT 
ON CLOSER ECONOMIC 
RELATIONS PLUS

$23m (2019–20 TO 2024–25)H
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AUSTRALIA AWARDS 
SCHOLARSHIPS
up to 294 people (2019–20)
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ELIMINATING VIOLENCE 
AGAINST WOMEN
$22.5m (2017–18 TO 2021–22)



3 |AUSTRALIAN AID BUDGET AT A GLANCE 2019–20

Allocations by country, regional and global programs1  
2018–19 and 2019–20 Budget Estimate

Program

2018–19  
Budget 

Estimate  
$m

2019–20 
Budget 

Estimate  
$m

Papua New Guinea 519.5 512.3

	 Bilateral program 427.9 427.9

	 Joint Understanding1 62.0 67.0

	 Coral Sea Cable System 29.6 17.4

Solomon Islands 146.1 122.3

	 Bilateral program 92.7 92.7

	 Coral Sea Cable System 53.4 29.6

Vanuatu 41.9 41.9

Fiji 35.0 35.0

Samoa 23.6 23.6

Nauru 21.2 21.2

Kiribati 20.2 20.2

Tonga 17.6 17.6

Tuvalu 6.6 6.6

Cook Islands 1.9 1.9

Niue and Tokelau 1.8 1.8

North Pacific 5.0 5.0

Pacific Regional 206.6 231.5

Pacific total 1,047.0 1,041.0

Indonesia 266.4 255.7

Timor-Leste 73.0 73.0

The Philippines 67.0 63.7

Vietnam 58.4 58.4

Cambodia 56.1 43.4

Myanmar 42.1 42.1

Laos 20.6 20.6

Mongolia 5.9 5.9

ASEAN and Mekong 32.6 33.7

Southeast and East Asia Regional 14.6 14.6

Southeast and East Asia total 636.7 611.1

Afghanistan 80.0 80.0

Bangladesh 42.1 38.5

Sri Lanka 19.9 19.9

Pakistan 39.4 19.0

Nepal 15.6 9.1

Bhutan 2.1 2.1

Maldives 1.8 1.8

South and West Asia Regional 19.8 14.8

South and West Asia total 220.7 185.2

Sub-Saharan Africa 31.8 31.8

The Middle East and North Africa (includes 
the Palestinian Territories) 20.5 20.5

The Middle East and Africa total 52.3 52.3

Gender Equality Fund 55.0 55.0

Program

2018–19  
Budget 

Estimate  
$m

2019–20 
Budget 

Estimate  
$m

Health, Water and Sanitation 108.1 102.4

Regional Scholarships and Education 101.8 84.8

Infrastructure and Rural Development 46.0 46.0

Innovation Fund 35.0 11.1

Other sectoral programs 143.6 87.7

Indo-Pacific sectoral programs total 434.5 332.0

Country and Regional programs total 2,446.2 2,276.5

Emergency Fund 150.0 150.0

Global Humanitarian Partnerships 133.5 133.5

Protracted Crises and Strengthening 
Humanitarian Action 87.2 115.5

Disaster Risk Reduction, Preparedness and 
Response 39.0 51.0

Humanitarian, emergencies and  
refugees total 409.7 450.0

United Nations Children's Fund 21.0 21.0

United Nations Development Fund 12.7 12.7

World Health Organisation 12.4 12.4

United Nations Population Fund 9.2 9.2

UN Women 7.8 7.8

United Nations Program on HIV and AIDS 4.5 4.5

Commonwealth Organisations 7.2 7.2

Contributions to Global Health Programs2 65.0 128.4

Contributions to Global Education 
Partnerships2 16.0 30.0

Contribution to Green Climate Fund2 19.2 -

Other ODA eligible contributions3 44.9 54.9

UN, Commonwealth and Other 
International Organisations total 219.9 288.1

Global NGO Programs 135.6 138.6

Australian Volunteers Program 42.6 40.0

Community Engagement and International 
Research 8.4 13.4

NGO, volunteer and community  
programs total 186.6 191.9

Cash payments to multilateral 
organisations 358.6 234.6

Global programs total 1,174.7 1,164.7

Departmental 255.2 259.0

Other Government Departments4 365.1 444.1

Adjustments -80.1 -100.3

Total Australian ODA 4,161.1 4,044.0

–	 denotes nil or rounded to zero (including null cells). Due to rounding, 
discrepancies may occur between sums of the component items and totals.

1	 Joint Understanding between Australia and Papua New Guinea on Further 
Bilateral Cooperation on Health, Education and Law and Order.

2	 Payments align with multi-year replenishment schedule. Australia made the 
final payment to the Green Climate Fund in December 2018.

3	 Includes ODA eligible portions to the UN and other international organisations.

4 	 Includes Australia’s contribution to the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
and Australia’s contribution for the World Bank’s General Capital Increase.



2019–20 TOTAL AUSTRALIAN OFFICIAL  
DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE* 

$4 BILLION

Australian  
ODA by  
investment  
priority
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* 	 Total Australian ODA, from all agencies and programs, attributable to regions. 

$266.2m$199.8m

$3.3m

$689.8m$497.6m

$1b

$1.4b

Southeast and

General development 
support 5.0%

Health 14.0% Effective governance 
20.4%

Infrastructure and trade 
18.8%

Building resilience 
17.1%

Education 15.9%

Agriculture, fisheries 
and water 8.7%
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