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AGENDA ITEM 1.I

AUSTRALIA – MEASURES AFFECTING THE IMPORTATION OF APPLES FROM NEW ZEALAND – STATUS REPORT BY AUSTRALIA (WT/DS367/20)
Australia refers to the recommendations and ruling of the WTO Dispute Settlement Body adopted on 17 December 2010 with respect to the dispute Australia-Measures Affecting the Importation of Apples from New Zealand (WT/DS367). Australia hereby informs the Dispute Settlement Body that it has adopted the measures necessary to comply with those recommendations and rulings. In particular:
(a) As foreshadowed at the meeting of the DSB on 17 December 2010, Australia undertook a science-based review of Australia’s pre-existing import policy for New Zealand apples with respect to the three pests at issue in the dispute (fire blight, European canker, and apple leaf curling midge);
(b) A draft of the review was released for a 60 day public comment period on 4 May 2011.  The Governments of New Zealand and the United States, as well as other stakeholders, made submissions on the draft review during the comment period.  Their submissions, along with those of the other stakeholders, were taken into account in finalising the review;
(c) On 17 August 2011, the Australian Government announced that Australia’s Director of Animal and Plant Quarantine had determined a policy for the import of apples from New Zealand based on the review; and  
(d) On 17 August 2011, Australia commenced issuing import permits for apples from New Zealand on the basis of this policy, consistent with the joint notification of the agreed reasonable period of time by Australia and New Zealand to the DSB on 31 January 2011. Import of New Zealand apples into Australia commenced as of 19 August 2011. 
The adoption of these measures ensures the full implementation of the recommendations and rulings of the DSB in this dispute. Australia therefore considers that it is in full compliance with those recommendations and rulings. 
Second Intervention
In response to some comments made by New Zealand in its statement, Australia notes that in relation to the Private Member’s Bill referred to by New Zealand, the Australian Government is strongly opposed to the Bill and will be working hard to prevent its passage. There has been no indication that the Bill is supported by any of the major political parties in Australia. 
In relation to possible State measures restricting the movement of New Zealand apples, Australia notes that the Commonwealth is in discussions with the State Governments to ensure that all SPS measures in Australia are consistent with Australia’s obligations under the SPS Agreement. 
