UNCLASSIFIED

"marcus dwyer" <marcus.dwyer@studylink.com> 

26/05/2008 05:23 PM

Please assign a topic or file reference to retain message.


To

<trade.review@dfat.gov.au>

cc

bcc

Subject

Mortimer Trade review - EMDG Funding cut [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED]


History:


This message has been forwarded.

Dear Trade Review. 

I write this letter to the Mortimer review of the EMDG grant. The Company 

I represent “StudyLink Pty Ltd”. StudyLink has claimed EMDG funding 3 

times and our management feel this is an important help in marketing and 

selling our products internationally. 

To Summarize:

·                I do not agree with the cut to the EMDG Funding. I have 

been part of a team who supports the education industry.

·                EMDG helped StudyLink successfully exporting 

internationally. StudyLink wouldn’t have achieved many successful export 

sales without the assistance of EMDG. 

·                EMDG was most effective when we were able to budget for 

how much you would receive back – the current uncertainty about not 

getting the full entitlements has caused us to review and scale back our 

marketing activities in the coming years.

·                EMDG effectively encouraged StudyLink to spend more on 

export promotion than we otherwise would.

·                In anticipation of receiving the full EMDG funding our 

company has already spent funds (now needed for future years) in the 

current year on export marketing activities.

·                International marketing is a valuable exercise which has 

successfully spread our brand internationally which has helped in securing 

valuable contracts.

·                The Current funding reduction has severely impacted our 

small business cashflow and international opportunities we aimed to expand 

and embrace in. This unexpected shortfall will cause us to dramatically 

reduce our future export promotional expenses.

Cutting back Australia’s promotional activities will reduce our chances of 

generating export revenue into the future. This will not only have an 

impact on your local suppliers and subcontractors, as our dealings with 

them now needs to be reduced. The cut may also cause us to cancel plans to 

increase our staff to deal with the extra work that had been anticipated 

to result from additional export business.

Please understand that EMDG is an important help for Australian businesses.

StudyLink. Placing Students First.
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