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Mr David Mortimer, AO
Chairman
Review of Export Policies and Programs
c/-Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

R. G. Casey Building

John McEwen Crescent
BARTON  ACT   0221

Dear Mr Mortimer
I make this submission to the Review of Export Policies and Programs, in particular in relation to the continuation of the Export Market Development Grants Scheme (EMDG), as mentioned at paragraph 9 of the Review’s terms of reference, and required by the EMDG Act.
The EMDG has been of major benefit to Tasmanian exporters since it was established, and in particular to the burgeoning cherry and stone fruit industry in Tasmania.  In the last decade, new varieties of cherries which are more resistant to rain damage and more suitable to the Tasmanian climate have become commercially viable.  It is estimated that there are now approximately 90 cherry farms in the State, ranging from 2 to 3 ha up to 60 ha.  Annual production has grown from about 600 tonnes p.a. around ten years ago to 2000 tonnes in 2006-07 and an estimated 4000 tonnes in the current financial year.  

Other stone fruit export is also increasing, such as apricots and pome fruit, such as pears. The apple industry remains vitally important to Tasmania: our apple crop is only 18% of the Australian total, but Tasmanian apples account for over 55% of Australia’s exports of that fruit.

After years of sensitive negotiations with the stringent Japanese market, we have now had success with Tasmanian cherries and trial exports of other apple varieties are being planned, to assess the Japanese market for other than Fuji apples.

Tasmania’s international exports have steadily increased since 2003-04.  The most recent published figures indicate that, of agricultural products, crustaceans amounted in 2006-07 to exports to the value of $111M; Cheese and curd amounted to $60M and Milk and cream amounted to $55M.  Other niche export markets are also gradually increasing, such as floriculture (in particular tulips) and chocolate.
In 2006-07 the Australian Bureau of Statistics reported that the value of Tasmanian goods exported overseas was $3,712.2 million, an increase of 28.3% from 2005-06. 

I would strongly urge you, in your consideration of the various government schemes operating, to support the retention of the Export Market Development Grants Scheme at least as presently funded – it is an essential tool for many Tasmanian exporters, and a very valuable aid to the development of new export markets.
Yours sincerely

Richard Colbeck

Shadow Parliamentary Secretary for Health
Liberal Senator for Tasmania
