Dear Colleague

Thank you for the opportunity this morning to submit this late comment with respect to the Export Program Review.  We apologise for this lateness, but feel it important that women exporters are acknowledged and addressed in this enquiry.  In the interests of time, our comments are brief and are:

Women Exporters (Size and Number in Australia)
According to Austrade's databases, there are more than 8,000 women registered as exporters. 

The ABS reports in June 2001 reveal that one third of Australia's 1.6 million of small to medium enterprise businesses are run by women.

Industry Representation
From our own research, the industries they represent are quite diverse and fairly balanced between goods and services. 

Government Recognition and Support
In recent years, Austrade established a "Women in Export Program". While it was a good attempt at raising awareness of women exporters, there has not been any annual systematic program development and delivery across the country to address key issues such as access to venture capital, joint venture formation and sustainability, market planning.  Instead this task or role has been devolved to not for profit organisations such as ourselves without any financial or in kind support. 

In comparison to economies such as South Korea, the USA, United Kingdom, and Canada, Australia has no national nor state level policy framework to address women exporters. 

Research 

We draw to the committee attention the "Global Entrepreneurship Monitor".  This annual survey is the largest survey-based study of entrepreneurship in the world.  Since 1999, over 60 countries including Australia have been involved in the research. The survey is segmented by gender.

The survey and its world-wide research is accessible at: www.gemconsortium.org
We would encourage the ABS, Austrade and the Productivity Commission to introduce gender segmentation in their annual research reports and surveys.  This has been an established practice by government departments in the USA and the UK for some years. Gender segmentation of data can help inform policy making and program development.  

Needs of Women Exporters
Research and feedback from women reveal that there needs are quite distinct and are often missed by mainstream government and community programs and support.

For example, access to after hour and weekend childcare is impossible for most exporters in order to support them to undertake their business during different time zones and offshore locations. Women exporters often have to rely on expensive nanny options that attract less government support than standard 9-5 childcare. Family are not always available nor willing to look after children and elderly family members whilst exporters are overseas.    

About Us  

The International Women's Federation of Commerce and Industry is a not for profit, non political association that is dedicated to supporting women exporters.  It is the only association in Australia dedicated to women exporters.

IWFCI is headquartered in Melbourne and has chapters overseas.  Its Chairman and board members have represented Australian women exporters at national and international levels including the annual APEC Women's Leader conference. This representation is undertaken on a voluntary basis. It draws much of its income and support from memberships, sponsorships and grants. For further details visit the association's website at:  www.iwfci.org
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With thanks

Melanie O'Toole

Board member, International Women's Federation of Commerce and Industry

Former board member, United Nations Development Fund for Women
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