24/4/08

Secretariat

Review of Export Policies and Programs

c/- Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Barton ACT 0221

Re: EMDG Scheme

Dear Sir/Madam,

Crumpler is an Australian owned company based in Melbourne designing, manufacturing, wholesaling & retailing our own range of high quality & unique cycling + messenger bags, luggage, laptop bags, camera bags & accessories (www.crumpler.com.au). We have over the past few years been a recipient of EMDG grants which has greatly assisted the growth of our business from what was a local retailer & wholesaler to a company generating more than 50% of its revenue from international sales.

With EMDG assistance Crumpler has been able to broaden our export market. This is proven by our export sales, increasing from $3.9M in 2005-2006 to $5.3M in 2006-2007. And we are expecting a stronger figure for 2007-2008 estimated at $6M.
During 2005-2006 we launched retail stores in New York, Toronto, Manila and Singapore. In 2007 another Crumpler store was opened in Tokyo and early this year we opened in Jakarta. Plans are under way for further store openings in Vancouver, Beijing & San Francisco.

As a result of higher demand in both international & local markets for Crumpler products, our business has also employed more staff to keep up with the markets’ demands and our peers. In 2005-2006 Crumpler employed 13 full time employees in Australia and by 2006-2007 this had increased to 20. We now employ 22 full time staff + approximately 55 casual staff. 
As a growing business, our revenues are mainly generated from export sales and retail stores. In order to keep the growth we will need to maintain at least the same level (if not more) of marketing activities both in the local and international markets. The funding provided by the EMDG scheme has made a significant contribution to the expansion of our business. 

Below are some links to overseas press as a direct result of EMDG grants:

· Trade fairs in USA:

- http://www.cnet.com/8301-13641_1-9852508-44.html
- http://arstechnica.com/journals/apple.ars/2008/01/18/macworld-ars-laptop-bag- roundup
- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r8pU5qd8ZUU
· Beer for Bags in USA:

- CNN TV feature can be seen here (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xyujSekNfsg)

· Launching of Crumpler store in Japan:

- Impress Watch webzine (http://dc.watch.impress.co.jp/cda/accessories/2007/11/30/7524.html)

- Ginza Economy Daily (http://ginza.keizai.biz/headline/550/index.html)

· Launching of 1st Crumpler store in Manila, Philippines:

- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ziTS4DBTmU
Considering the importance of EMDG scheme to Crumpler and other small & medium businesses, we are asking related authorities to extend the grant from 7 to 8. We also urge the Government to fully fund the EMDG scheme and not restrict funding which affects grant entitlements.

If the Government cuts the funding for EMDG scheme, we would have to greatly reduce planned & budgeted activities which will impact on our export sales and overall business profitability.

Best Regards,

David Roper

Partner

Crumpler was awarded the Best of Booth (BOB) Awards at Outdoor Retailer Winter tradeshow in USA:
Outdoor Retailer Winter Market '08: SNEWS® BOB Awards
Posted: 02/08/2008 In Category(s): Outdoor, Extras: Special Reports, Trade Show: Outdoor Retailer Winter Market. 

This year's Outdoor Retailer Winter Market offered the SNEWS® gang the opportunity to once again seek out and find the best exhibits at the show and honor them with the prestigious Best of Booths (BOB) Awards. Exhibitors never fail to come up with innovative and highly functional booths, making our job that much easier. 

We look for creativity, efficient use of space, theme, humor, product presentation, display, eye-catching appeal, workability, design and the elusive cool factor. We like booths that reflect company values and ones with a clear brand message. This year, we added a new BOB category, Eco BOB, in response to the many advances in the use of sustainable materials we found in booths around the show. 

Here are our picks for the 2008 Outdoor Retailer Winter Market BOB Awards. Congratulations to the winners!

TOP BOB – Crumpler
Designer Joel Adams found inspiration for the Crumpler booth in an old book of etchings and a child's dinosaur model kit. The walls of this award-winning booth were adorned with a collage of etchings printed on melamine and attached to medium-density fiberboard laser cut at the top to form an irregular skyline. The booth went together much like the wood pieces in a kid's dinosaur model kit. 

The flooring was recycled rubber screen printed with a design that was echoed in the booth staff's T-shirts. The booth's overhead identification banner consisted of ocean-going fishing rods suspending die-cut mobiles that reflected elements from the wall collages. The resulting booth was a delight for the eyes and far and away the Top BOB.

