
SUMMARY OF IMMUNITIES COVERING FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES

Category Arrest / Detention Jurisdiction / Prosecution Required to 
give evidence

Official premises 
search

Residential 
entry / search

Motor vehicle search Recognised 
Dependents

Diplomatic
Diplomatic Agents
(RED ID Cards)

Immune Immune Immune Immune Immune Immune Same as accredited official

Administrative/technical 
Staff
(BLUE ID Card)

Immune Criminal matters: immune.  For civil 
and administrative: not immune, 
except for acts performed in the 
course of duties

Immune Immune Immune Immune Same as accredited official

Consular
Consular officer
(GREEN ID Card)

Immune, except under court warrant for 
“grave crime” (an offence punishable on 
a first conviction by imprisonment for 5 
or more years).

Not immune, except in respect of acts 
performed in exercise of consular 
functions

Not immune, except in 
relation to their consular 
functions

Immune Not immune Not immune No immunities

Consular employees
(LIME ID Card)

Not immune Not immune, except in respect of acts 
performed in exercise of consular 
functions

Not immune, except in 
relation to their consular 
functions

Immune Not immune Not immune No immunities

Honorary consuls
(GREY ID Card)

Not immune Not immune, except in respect of acts 
performed in exercise of consular 
functions

Not immune, except in 
relation to their consular 
functions

Not immune except 
official papers

Not immune Not immune No immunities

International Organisations
(CARAMEL ID Card or 
other if the individual is not 
resident in Australia)
(see note 1)

Generally not immune, see Note 1 Generally not immune, except in 
respect of official acts, see Note 1

See Note 1 Immune Generally not immune, see 
Note 1

Generally not immune, see 
Note 1

Generally not immune, see 
Note 1

Service Staff
(YELLOW ID Card) Not immune Not immune except of acts performed 

in the course of duty.
Not immune Immune Not immune unless 

diplomatic or consular 
premises

Not immune No immunities

• Where the person is an Australian citizen or permanent resident, full immunities may not apply.  
 

NOTE 1:  Immunities may vary depending on the status of the office or individual.   
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