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The Prime Minister, the Hon John Howard MP, 

visited India - including New Delhi, Mumbai and

Chennai - from 5-8 March 2006, lifting Australia's 

relationship with India to a new level.  The Prime

Minister's visit was an important opportunity to

advance Australia's foreign and trade policy inter-

ests with a country of key and growing importance

to Australia.

During his visit, the Prime Minister met with the

Indian Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh, attended

Cabinet-level talks with senior ministers, and 

discussed key issues of mutual interest with Indian

President Kalam, Congress Party President Sonia

Gandhi and other leading political figures.

The Prime Minister was accompanied by a high-

level business delegation, demonstrating the 

importance Australia places on deepening 

commercial linkages with India.  This delegation -

which included senior representatives from major

Australian companies with interests in India - engaged closely with Indian business counterparts in

a series of well-attended functions organised by the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), the

Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI), the Associated Chambers of

Commerce and Industry of India (Assocham), the Bombay Chamber of Commerce and the Indo-

Australian Chamber of Commerce based in Chennai.

While in Mumbai, the Prime Minister met the director and cast of the highly successful Bollywood

movie, Salaam Namaste, which was filmed in Melbourne.  The Prime Minister also witnessed the

signing of two new programmes of cooperation between Australian and Indian educational 

institutions, which will see the substantial education links between the two countries continue to

strengthen and develop.  Monash University, in collaboration with BHP Billiton, is partnering with

the Indian Institute of Technology Mumbai (IIT Mumbai) to establish a joint institution for scientific

research, while the University of New South Wales has also formalised a partnership with IIT

Mumbai to develop collaborative research programmes in computer science.  



The Prime Minister welcomed the official opening of new offices in Mumbai by three leading Australian companies - Macquarie

Equities, Leightons and Linfox - and witnessed the signing of a Memorandum of Cooperation between Santos Ltd and Indian

Company Reliance Industries Ltd.

In Chennai the Prime Minister visited the MRF Pace Academy, a college for gifted student cricketers and witnessed the 

signing of a Memorandum of Understanding involving the Madras Institute of Technology and the Queensland University of

Technology.  This is a further earnest of the growing cooperation between Australia and India and most particularly, cooperation in

areas of technology, most specifically, information technology.

Six bilateral agreements were signed during the visit:

* An air services agreement; 

* A trade and economic framework; 

* Memorandums of understanding (MOUs) on customs 

cooperation; defence cooperation; and biotechnology; and 

* A letter of intent to establish an Australia-India strategic research fund.

The Prime Minister also announced: 

* The allocation of $25 million over the next five years to support bilateral research collaboration through the strategic research

fund and associated exchange scholarships;  

* The establishment of an Austrade-led Consulate General in Chennai; 

* A Government contribution of $1 million towards an exhibition of Sir Donald Bradman memorabilia to tour India; 

* and Australia's support for the International Monetary Fund Regional Training Centre in Pune.  Australia has committed to 

providing $3 million over three years to the centre, which will strengthen the capacity of officials from South Asian and east African

countries to analyse macroeconomic conditions, problems and policies.
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Hon John Howard MP, Prime Minister, congratulating Maria Srinivasan, of Madras
University, on her Endeavour Asia Scholarship.



Competition Matters - Perspectives of a Practitioner

Professor Allan Fels, AO, Dean of the Australia and New Zealand School of Government and former Chairman, Australian

Competition and Consumer Commission (1995- June 2003) delivered the fourth Sir John Crawford Lecture on "Competition

Matters: Perspectives of a Practitioner" in New Delhi on Tuesday 18 April 2006.  The Crawford Lecture commemorates Sir John

Crawford, a prominent Australian who helped pioneer the Green Revolution in India.

A joint initiative of the Australia-India Council (AIC) and the National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER), the Sir

John Crawford Lecture series is a forum for eminent Australians to deliver lectures in India on topics of common public interest. 

It aims at promotion of professional links and understanding between the two countries. 

Professor Fels spoke about Australia's competition law and policy, a topic highly relevant to India which is currently introducing a

new and modern competition law. His talk centred on three case studies: An Australian Cartel, Reform of the Electricity Industry in

Victoria and The Regulation of the Medical Profession.  These three examples were used to highlight the case for and the nature

of competition law and policy and the fact that a comprehensive competition policy needs to cover not only anticompetitive 

behaviour by business but anticompetitive laws and regulations imposed by governments.  Professor Fels also raised the 

question of the relevance of Australian experience to India and suggested it was considerable. We each have a Western system

of government, a federation, the rule of law and the separation of executive and judicial powers. 

Whilst acknowledging economic circumstances in India differ to those in Australia, Professor Fels nevertheless posed the 

question of what benefit a cartel could be to India.  He saw cartels as harmful in nearly all economic circumstances and thought

that the onus was on the critics of competition law to demonstrate that India would not be better off by elimination of cartels.

Dr Bimal Jalan, President, NCAER and former Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, chaired the session and H.E John

McCarthy, Australian High Commissioner to India, introduced Professor Fels and gave opening remarks. The lecture was well

attended by economists, key government contacts, academics, diplomats and the media. 


