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@\ Indian Students Get Down to Business

A group of Indian postgraduate students visited Newcastle in January to learn about international business
from the University of Newcastle and local businesses. The 28 students are from the Institute of
Management Technology in Ghaziabad, India. The visit was an opportunity for Indian students to learn about
the role that Australia plays in the International market. The students were accompanied by their lecturer,

Dr Rajiv Thakur, who will continue discussions with the University to formalise a Memorandum of
Understanding to enable staff and student exchanges between the institutions, and develop important
research and executive development opportunities.

Out of the Ashes - Bioprocessing of heavy metals for
reclaiming contaminated soils

Pollution of soils by heavy metals is of great concern throughout the world. Contaminated soils may prevent
land usage or may be a health risk due to the presence of heavy metals in the food chain. The remediation
of soils is particularly important in India where there is a shortage of usable land and where soils are
contaminated due to the use of thermal power plants that produce fly ash full of toxic heavy metals such as
lead, arsenic, mercury and cadmium.

In 2005, the Australia-India Council funded a collaborative project between Deakin University in Melbourne
and TERI (The Energy and Resources Institute), a world-renowned centre in Delhi, India. This project is
directed towards the reclaiming of polluted environments. In the past, researchers at TERI have pioneered
the use of mycorrizal fungi to enable plants to grow in polluted soils, where previously no plants could be
grown. Using mycorrizal fungi, polluted soils can be re-vegetated by plants that withstand high levels of
pollutants. This technology of using plants or fungi to clean up the environment is known as bioremediation.
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mycorrizal fungi can tolerate contaminated soils has = ¥ s
been a mystery. But in the last year, considerable
light has been shed on this puzzle. In September
2005, Prasun Ray, a research Scientist from the
laboratory of Dr Alok Adholeya, the Director,
Bioresources and Biotechnology Division of TERI
visited Dr Ackland for a period of two months. In this
time, Prasun used cutting edge molecular biology
techniques and found 10 new genes from plants and
fungi growing at sites in India that were contaminated __**
with heavy metals. 2 L
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Dr Ackland's laboratory with Prasun Ray at work
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An important technique for this which Prasun learnt
while in Australia was Real Time Polymerase Chain Reaction. This enabled him to measure the expression
of heavy metal genes.

Some of the plants that Prasun analysed included Casia, Cleome and Sveda, which colonised the
mycorrizal fungi. The genes that Prasun found have not previously been identified in plants growing on
contaminated soils. The genes coded for transporters that enable the fungi and plants to pump the heavy
metals out of cells or into a cellular compartment where they are not toxic. These transporters belong to
several different families that are known to be present in plants and animals throughout nature. We used
computer analysis to work out the structure of the different heavy metal transporters.

The significance of the work is that we are starting to understand why certain plants and fungi can grow in
contaminated sites and thus be good candidates for soil remediation, We can correlate the presence of the
particular heavy metal transporters in the plants/fungi with the type of contaminant in the soil. In this way it
will be possible to design different combinations of plants and fungi for remediation of specific types of
contaminated soils.

Associate Prof Dr Ackland is planning to visit India in the next few months to have discussions with Dr
Adholeya to consolidate the results and to discuss how they can be developed into new strategies in India
and Australia for soil remediation.
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Australia-India: Sport Collaboration

The Australia-India Council (AIC), in partnership with the
Confederation of Indian Industry (Cll), organised a high-profile
forum focusing on Australia-India collaboration in sports and
major sporting events. The forum, Sports Excellence,
Management and Planning for "'The Games' was preceded by
a visit to Commonwealth Games sites in New Delhi. The
series of events ran from 20-22 November 2005 and was
supported by the Australian High Commission, NSW and
Victorian Governments, Austrade and had the full support of
the Indian Olympic Association (IOA). The IOA President, Mr
Suresh Kalmadi MP (who is also Chairman of the
Commonwealth Games 2010 Delhi Organising Committee),
was the chief guest and speaker for the inaugural session.

With Melbourne hosting the Commonwealth Games in 2006
and India hosting the 2010 Commonwealth Games, the forum
was held at an ideal time and provided a collaborative platform
where Australia could share its established strengths in both
sports administration (from elite level to grass roots) and major
events management (2000 Sydney Olympics and Paralympic
Games, Rugby World Cup, Commonwealth Games 2006, and
export of games expertise and services to events around the
world).

The two-day event was moderated by Mr Sandy Hollway AO,
former CEO of the Sydney Organising Committee for the
Olympic Games and AIC Board Member. The co-chairs were
Mr Darren Gribble, Chairman, Australia-India Council and Mr
Tarun Das, Chief Mentor, Confederation of Indian Industry.

The forum was designed to define more closely the
complementarities between our two countries and opportunities
to learn from each other.

Australian expert speakers included: Mr Mark Peters, CEO,
Australian Sports Commission/Australian Institute of Sport; Mr
Leighton Wood, CEO, Sports Knowledge Australia; Mr Simon
Weatherill, CEO, Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre; Ms
Brenda LaPorte, General Manger, Project Planning, Risk and
Strategy, Melbourne 2006.

Indian speakers included: Mr Suresh Kalmadi MP, President,
Indian Olympic Association, Chairman, Commonwealth Games
2010 Delhi Organising Committee; Mr Ratan Watal, Director
General, Sports Authority of India; Mr S 'Y Quarishi, Secretary,
Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports; Dr Lalit K Bhanot,
Secretary General, Organising Committee, Commonwealth
Games 2010 Delhi; Mr A K Mattoo, Treasurer, Organising
Committee, Commonwealth Games 2010 Delhi; Mr D Sarkar,
Director - Sports, Delhi Development Authority (DDA); and Mr
Arvinder Singh Lovely, Minister, Sports, Culture and Education,
Government of Delhi.

The workshop involved presentations by Australian companies
with proven credentials in sports and major events
management seeking to do business in India. The workshop
was facilitated by the NSW (Sydney Delhi Games Secretariat,
Department of State and Regional Development) and Victorian
(International Business and Export, Department of Innovation,
Industry and Regional Development) governments who
arranged for their business missions to coincide with the AIC
forum. The delegation comprised of selected companies
involved with the early phase planning of games, eg architects,
project managers, venue operators.

The event consolidated previous activities by the AIC and
governments in Australia designed to build relations with India
in the sports field and met its objectives of elevating the profile
of Australian excellence in sports administration and major
sporting events. It provided a basis for even closer
collaboration in the future, especially as India moves towards
2010.

Sport and major events are therefore a new area that is
strongly emerging as a substantive and smart collaboration.
There is potential for interaction in a wide spectrum including
sports education, management, venue design, marketing and
financial management. The connections are capable of
embracing professional/expert relationships, mutually beneficial
business, and wider people-to-people linkages.
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Les Murray takes the Poetry Route to India

Eminent Australian poet, critic and essayist, Les Murray, participated in a series of
programs in Pune, New Delhi, Ajmer, Cochin and Chennai during 8 - 20 January
2006, on invitation from the Australia-India Council. He was very well received in
India and drew engaging crowds at poetry-reading events. In each city, noted
local poets and critics engaged him 'in-conversation'. The media response too was
enthusiastic with the visit getting excellent coverage and reviews.

Les also participated in Australian studies conferences and interacted with the
academic community. A selection of his poems is taught in a number of Indian
universities and colleges as a part of the Australian Literature component.

Responding to the encouraging demand for his collection of poems, four bi-lingual
publications of a selection of his poetry is planned: Hindi, Marathi, Tamil and
Malayalam. Les addressed a translation workshop organised by KATHA, an
Indian NGO working in the areas of education, culture and

translation, at which he discussed his poems with the Indian translators.

. : Meanwhile, specially for his India tour, the Australia-India Council brought out a
Les Murray reading his poems at India small publication comprising a collection of 10 of his poems selected by Les

International Centre in New Delhi. Noted Indian  himself for India. The 'little’ books were an instant hit with fans rushing to take
poet and essayist, Mr Keki Dauwalla (on the Les's autographs!

dais) engaged him 'in-conversation'.

AusArts - India: celebrating Australian Art and Culture

AusArts - India: films, arts, literature, a two-year Australian cultural promotion was launched in New Delhi and Kolkata. Focusing
on film, visual art and design, literature and the performing arts, AusArts India will portray the vitality and innovation of current
Australian arts practice.

The program was launched in New Delhi on 27 January 2006 at an impressive function at the High Commissioner's residence,
with a reading and interaction session with three Australian authors including Larissa Behrendt, Isobelle Carmody and Luke
Davies, in conversation with Hindi poet and critic, Ashok Vajpeyi. In Kolkata, the program was launched on 7 February with the
opening of an Aboriginal art exhibition, Seasons of Kunwinjku - a collection of works reflecting the lyrical grace of West Arnhem
land's rich artistic tradition. Michael Connolly enthralled the audience with a didgeridoo performance.

Australia participated at the Kolkata Book Fair as a 'guest-of-honour' country

during 24 January - 5 February 2006 and the three authors and visiting Australian
academics and poets participated in a range of programs at the Fair. An Australian
pavilion on the theme of the Uluru showcasing a selection of contemporary Australian
writing, drew huge crowds. Australia will participate as the ‘focus' country in 2007.

The film component of the program provides audiences with a unique insight into the r
diversity and excellence of Australian films featured at a number of prestigious Indian
film festivals including in Goa, Chennai, Kolkata, Pune and Mumbai. Australia was
the ‘focus' country at the Chennai International Film Festival.
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The Pune International Film Festival opened with an Australian film, Japanese Story Launch of
and the Australian films were presented under 'Reflections from Australia’. Mr John Wr ts sty
Winter, one of Australia's foremost producers with credits such as Rabbit-Proof Fence o FIED R ai bt s ety e o |

and the award winning film, Doing Time for Patsy Cline, was invited to be on the jury o
at the festival in Pune. At the Mumbai International Film Festival, a festival exclusively

for shorts and documentaries, Australian film Yellow Fella was screened at the open-
ing. The film was included in a selection of quality Australian films brought under
"Dramatically Black- films from Indigenous Australians”. Mr Kim Dalton, CEO,
Australian Film Commission, spoke at the opening event.
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A range of exciting programs planned for the remaining period of the promotion
include Strange Fruit, a unique performance combining dance and circus; an
exhibition of contemporary body art design in gold and silver; an exhibition of fashion garments by Akira Isogawa; selection of
Australian films; authors tour and a publishing program; and some exciting performing art programs including music and theatre.
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Convergences and Divergences: Australia
& India and Other Conferences

The third bi-annual conference of the Indian Association for the
Study of Australia was organised from 9 - 11 January 2006 in
Pune. A large Australian delegation at the conference, match-
ing the Indian participation well, was an indicator of growing
academic ties between Australian and Indian universities. The
conference covered a wide range of areas including Society,
Literature and the Arts; Politics; Economy; Foreign Policy and
Science and Technology.

A further indicator of the growing academic engagement was
the number of Australian studies conferences that were organ-
ised during this period/quarter. As a part of its Australian
Studies Program, the Australia-India Council supported and
promoted the following:

- Globalisation and Postcolonial Writing: an Australia-India
Exchange, organised jointly by the University of Calcutta and
Monash University in Kolkata (7 -9 January 2006)

- Indian Contribution to Australian Studies, organised by JNU
(16 - 17 January 2006)

- Mutuality & Actuality of Creative Experience, organised by
Dayanand College, Ajmer (13 - 14 January 2006)

- Past the Post? New Literatures in English, organised by the
University of Delhi (7 - 9 December 2005)

- Recent Trends in Commonwealth Literature, organised by the
Indian Society for Commonwealth Studies at IIT, Roorkee (13 -
15 October 2005)

Helping India Inc Go Global

The International Network of M&A Partners (IMAP) is an
exclusive global partnership of leading Merger & Acquisition
Advisory firms. Recognising the potential of the Indian market
for mergers & acquisitions, IMAP held its first ever meeting in
Asia in New Delhi from 16-17 January 2006. As IMAPis
meetings have traditionally been held in North America and
Europe, this represents a significant shift in focus.

The meeting followed a reception for IMAP members, hosted
by Mr John McCarthy, Australian High Commissioner to India,
in New Delhi. The meeting was attended by 11 companies in
sectors ranging from pharmaceuticals, consumer durables,
agrochemicals, engineering, automotive ancillaries, information
technology, and electronics. Participants included the Godrej
Group, the Sanjay Dalmia Group, Lupin, Ranbaxy Labs, United
Phosphorous, the Anand Group, Infotech Enterprises,
Goemetric Solutions, Moschip, Zen Technologies, Everyone's
Linux, and Anand Group.

The meeting was organised by Australian IMAP member,
Asean Focus Group (AFG) and Dua-AFG, an Indian M&A outfit
established by AFG and Dua Consulting of India.

Peter Church, Managing Director, Asean Focus Group said:
"We have been following the Asian economies for a few
decades now. We are convinced that Asia holds immense
potential for the kind of deals that IMAP focuses on. India
stands out in particular as a deal-making country who is
hungry to globalise and follow accounting and business
practices that are in line with international standards.

"The meeting helped Indian companies appreciate IMAP's
cohesiveness and reach. Dev Chandrasekhar of Everyone's
Linux, noted: "IMAP's unique trans-continental networked
model provides a single window for Indian companies that
have global ambitions but find it difficult to reach across due to
cultural and logistical issues. Honestly, until this meeting, we
were not even aware that a formal decentralized investment
banking model, such as IMAP's, could even be possible!"

Helping India Inc. Go Global
16" - 17" Januery 2006, New Dethi
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Memorandum of Cooperation between
AUQA and the NAAC of India

The Australian Universities Quality Agency (AUQA) and the
National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) of
India have signed a Memorandum of Cooperation that comes
into effect from January 2006. Both agencies are committed to
investing staff time and resources to develop and enhance crit-
ical areas of mutual interest. AUQA and the NAAC are working
together to enhance their understanding of each otheris
approach to ensuring quality in higher education, and to
enhance awareness in Australia and India of the existence of
the quality assurance system and its role in ensuring quality of
transnational activities in each country. Staff from both agen-
cies aim to spend time in each otheris offices, participate as
observers in institutional audits and involve themselves in each
otheris training activities.

t{Collaboration between the agencies is intended to assist the
higher education institutions in each country, to promote the
movement of students and graduates, and to facilitate the
recognition of qualifications.i says Dr David Woodhouse,
Executive Director of AUQA. The first activity undertaken by
AUQA and the NAAC will be focused on including Good
Practices from institutions in India to AUQAIs Good Practice
Database.

The AUQA Database will have a greater international flavour,
with the NAAC and AUQA working closely to identify practices
that are transferable between the two higher education
systems, which will prove mutually beneficial. Demand for
information about good practice in higher education has never
been stronger. The AUQA Good Practice Database was
developed as a benchmarking resource for higher education
organisations seeking information on good practices to adapt
and adopt. Launched in November 2003, it has been accessed
more than 20,000 times and can be visited, at no charge, at

www.auga.edu.au/gp.




MoUs Signed at India-Australia Coal and Mining Forum

The India-Australia Coal and Mining Forum was held 1-2 February 2006 in New Delhi and was an important step in cementing the
rapidly developing resources interest between India and Australia, and developing a shared understanding on coal and mining
specific issues.

The successful event was held under the auspices of the Joint Working Group on Energy and Minerals between Australia's
Department of Industry Tourism and Resources (DITR) and India's Ministry of Mines. The Australian High Commissioner, H.E.
John McCarthy AO, and his staff at the Australian High Commission in India provided strong support for this Forum in New Delhi.

The Forum brought together senior stakeholders from Australia and India from technical and non-technical backgrounds to share
their industry knowledge and expertise. Overall, the Forum meeting attracted over 240 participants. The Australian delegation
numbered 77 representing a cross-section of Australian companies, industry associations, universities and research institutions
and government officials. The delegation was led by Hon Bob Baldwin MP the recently appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources.

The Forum agenda included; impediments to trade and investment; regulatory frameworks on mining; opportunities for
collaboration on education skills and training; prospects for mining technology services and equipment exports; and specfic coal
issues including clean coal technologies, coal washeries and coal bed methane.

The Forum included a Carbon Capture and Storage Technical Workshop to enhance policy and technical understanding in India
of carbon capture and storage. Austrade organised a Coal and Mining Mission to provide participants with an opportunity to
engage with Indian colleagues at business matching sessions and mine site visits.

The Forum concluded with Mr John Hartwell, Head of Resources Division, DITR, highlighting the number of outcomes the Forum
had achieved. In particular, the signing of two industry MOUSs; the agreement to continue investigating joint projects and research
and development in the areas of coal mine methane and clean coal technologies, and an agreement to establish mining
technology services and equipment working group to further develop collaborative and export opportunities. A number of
commercial opportunities have been identified.

Indian representatives indicated the Forum was the largest bilateral resources event that India had participated in and both
countries agreed that this was the largest ever forum of resources experts.

DITR will maintain momentum by continuing to work with Indian colleagues on exchange in information and identifying and
developing collaborative opportunities.

Lighting of the ceremonial lamp: The Hon Bob Baldwin MP, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Industry Tourism and Resources, Dr Dasari
Narayana Rao, Minister of State for Coal and Mines and H.E. John McCarthy AO, Australia's High Commissioner to India in the far leftt.



