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Dear Trade Review panel,

As a director of Innocentsongs, who became part of the EMDG export 

assistance programme over the past couple of years, I would like to add 

our companies voice to the case to not only keep this export assistance 

in place , but to extend it.

Our company, Innocentsongs, is a predominantly a song publishing 

company which administers our joint intellectual property from the past 

30 years of our careers as songwriters, recording artists , musicians, 

entertainers, teachers, promoters, university lecturers, and national 

and international touring acts promoting our artistic product; cds, 

performances, and cultural integrity. ( Apart from ourselves we have 

written for The Saddle Club, Nick Gianopolis movie soundtracks, Hollys 

Heroes, even Humphrey Bear!).

Without EMDG our last two significant promotional tours to the UK, 

Germany and Japan (2006/2007) would have been impossible to either 

plan, fund or execute.

As a direct result we have been able to broaden our industry and 

cultural links in a number of  overseas territories and begin to build 

significant export links for the company which we hope can expand into 

a broader export outlet for other musical/ creative/artistic exporters 

from our State;Tasmania,( where there are usually  little or no career 

paths or export links direct to other countries without being absorbed 

or filtered through multinational companies who monopolize most of the 

recording industry in this country).

As a result of our export assistance we have been able to promote our 

last two CDs....No Hit Wonders From Down Under (which was a double 

retrospective CD of our 30 year career and a platform to establish our 

export marketability as a collectable recording artist , a contemporary 

touring act and an ongoing recording and songwriting company.) We now 

have an open invitation to perform at any International Pop Overthrow 

festival in The USA or the UK!....Los Angeles, new York, Chicago, san 

Fransisco, Liverpool, Boston etc

And this CD has just been voted in the top 100 Pop CDs of all time in 

an influential US book....titled "The Powerpop Bible" by John Borack.

Our then current release, Pop factory, also received considerable 

television exposure and airplay in Europe during our tour (we also 

appeared on the front cover of newspapers in two major German cities, 

were featured on a nationally broadcast rock documentary about The 

Hamburg Sound and headlined as performers at several major music 

festivals; The Vintage Guitar festival (2006/7) Hamburg Sound 1 (2006), 

My Music (2007),The Open String Festival (2007). and The International 

Pop Overthrow festival in Liverpool (2006) where we also performed live 

on radio. Indeed, we got more media coverage than either The John 

Butler Trio or Crowded House who were touring at the same time.

The resulting exposure to this new market  and sales of our CD 

following rave reviews and successful live performances have led to the 

development of links to numerous companies who are considering 

distributing our material to the whole of Europe. We have already 

concluded a deal with Australia's Raven records who distribute into 

Europe, but are also persuing links forged with Edel Records in Germany 

for a larger distribution to the whole of the EEC.

Two of our film clips were finalists in the prestigeous Helsinki Film 

Festival and one of the clips was a top 10 finalist in the Florence 

Film festival. (I Wouldn't Have it any other Way).

As a result of the EMDG support we were also able to record some 

promotional material at Abbey Rd studios in London which also broadened 

our success and acceptance to these major musical festivals. in fact, 

Popkom and The Reeperbahn Festival in berlin and Hamburg have invited 

us to reapply this year after they saw us perform at other festivals in 

Germany, and viewed and heard our promotional recordings and 

material.....web-site, Myspace, Sonicbids Electronic Press Kit etc

We are in the process now of completing our new CD which will possibly 

be the product which breaks us into these markets as serious exporters, 

as well as working on a project which was made possible by our 

association with EMDG and which is probably a major career steeping 

stone, namely, to collaborate, record and produce and album with 

legendary rock musician Tony Sheridan, who helped start the Beatles 

career. This includes the recording of rare and brand new compositions 

from Paul McCartney, Tony Sheridan and ourselves, and is to be released 

in conjunction with a biography and documentary, of which we will be 

part.....thus considerably enhancing and establishing our career and 

export marketability around the world.

We are currently shortlisted to be invited to London this June (2nd to 

5th) as part of another major contemporary music Festival CMJ, which 

would further enable us to network and make substantive export links to 

the UK with our musical product, songwriting and touring career.

None of this would be financially possible with EMDG support.

Airfares alone for our last tour were $17,000.

This is just a very brief outline, typed in desperation, to emplore you 

to reconsider your policy decisions, and how they may impact on a 

struggling TasmanianAustralian Company.

Kindest and sincerest regards

David Minchin

Director

Innocentsongs

PS I /We have been so busy getting our business established that we 

have found it hard to find time also advocate for ourselves  in any 

significant way. Please do not think companies like us don't exist or 

are insignificant.
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