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Dear Sir or Madam

Australia's current free trade agreements have been a disaster for Australia. Under the US FTA we are 10 billion worse off, our farm incomes have dropped by 2/3 and are forecast to drop by another 2/3. Our manufacturing industry has been destroyed by cheap imports and our workers have suffered a large loss in income over the last 40 years when adjusted for inflation. Former permanent full time employment has been converted to casual and part time. Paid training is no longer available. In the 1970's the PMG department used to train in excess of 22,000 school leavers a year in all the trades, now due to corporatision and privatisation it trains no one. Full privatisation of Telstra is a requirement under the US FTA. The phone system will collapse when all the equipment that was routinely replaced every two years breaks down and all the older trained worker retire. 
Free education and training is no longer available through our TAFE colleges and universities and our health, education, science and trades are all straining under the loss of qualified workers while we try and bring in overseas guest workers to compensate. Workers in overseas countries are no better off for in order to produce cheaper goods than Australian companies, they get very low pay with poor conditions. They must get paid less in order for the goods to be cheaper especially when you take into account transport costs. Most of our manufactured goods now come from China where workers can be held captive and paid $2 per day. The only ones making a good profit are the big multi national companies and their CEO's. Our industries therefore need protection from cheap imports by reimposing tariffs, this also returns more money for goods imported from overseas countries allowing overseas workers to be paid more. Free trade just drives down wages and conditions around the world and is therefore a race to the bottom. Any free trade agreements should only be with countries in which their workers share the same pay and conditions as Australians.

We can make all our own goods here and although prices may be higher so will wages and conditions with more full time permanent jobs and a happier workforce with money to invest in housing. We may also begin to value goods more and hold on to them for longer periods and have them repaired when broken instead of simply sending them to landfill and buying another cheap import. Transporting goods around the world uses energy and releases greenhouse gasses and is completely unnecessary and makes no sense. You are, after all supposed to be looking after all Australians and not just the rich ones.
Yours Sincerely

G Owers

