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To the Review Secretariat,

I am writing to express concern and indeed outrage at the news that 

Austrade will only be paying between 10 and 15% of the second tranche 

payment for the 2006/07 EMDG scheme.

As a responsible company seeking to increase exports, Barokes Pty Ltd is 

heavily committed to expensive promotional campaign, the funding for which 

includes EMDG support from the Australian Government. With the support of 

the EMDG program, Barokes has steadily increased exports to the point 

where exports now comprise some 95% of our turnover.

It is somewhat bewildering that Austrade has waited until this late stage 

to advise the Minister, when Austrade Management would have been aware of 

the potential shortfall in early December last after the closing date for 

2006/07 EMDG applications. We have continued to actively promote this 

year, not aware that there is likely to be another considerable shortfall 

in funding. It is also bewildering why Austrade is aggressively promoting 

the scheme through its website by encouraging potential applicants to 

attend Austrade coaching sessions to "maximize grant entitlements".

As far as Barokes is concerned the potential repercussions of the 

shortfall in EMDG funding are:

reduction in export promotional activity which will cause a reduction in 

export earnings for Australia 

consideration to lesser employment by the company 

reduction in research & development programs into new and improved 

products and processes. 

Minister, I urge you to reconsider this draconian move to not fully 

support Australia's export industry, particularly at a time the high 

Australian dollar makes our products less competitive. This causes more 

aggressive export marketing at a substantial cost to even compete in the 

world market place. I realise that the Government is committed to reduce 

spending with a view to reducing inflation, but the EMDG program is not 

inflationary. It is a program of partial reimbursement of past expenses, 

and one where the majority of recipients plough the EMDG support back into 

the following years' overseas marketing programs. 

A reduction of up to 90% of the balance grant figure is devastating for 

our company and others committed to export success.

Thanking you for your time.

Yours Sincerely,

Steve Barics

Director

Barokes Wines

100 Market St

South Melbourne  VIC 3205

Phone: +61 3 9684 7175

Fax: +61 3 9690 8114

Mobile: 0408 051 718

Email: steve.b@barokes.com

Recent Accolades:

§          Wine & Spirits Asia, Singapore – Bronze Medal awarded to 

Barokes Bubbly Rosé & Merit Medal awarded to Barokes Rosé.

§          2008 Pacific Rim International Wine Competition, California – 

Silver Medals awarded to Barokes Blanc de Blancs (Sparkling  White) & 

Shiraz.  Bronze Medal awarded to Barokes Blanc de Noirs (Sparkling Red).

§          2008 San Diego International Wine Show, USA – Silver Medal 

awarded to Barokes Blanc de Blancs (Sparkling White).

§          2008 Femmes et Vins due Monde Concours International, Monaco – 

Silver Medal awarded to Barokes Bubbly Rose.

§          2008 Wine Masters Challenge, Portugal – Silver Medals awarded 

to Barokes Chardonnay Semillon, Cabernet Shiraz Merlot & Bubbly Rosé.  

Bronze Medals awarded to Barokes Bubbly Chardonnay Semillon and Bubbly 

Cabernet Shiraz Merlot.  Recommended Medal awarded to Barokes Rosé.

§          2007 International Wine & Spirit Competition, London – Bronze 

Medal awarded to Barokes Rosé.

§          2007 International Wine Challenge, London - Commendation Medal 

awarded to Barokes Bubbly Cabernet Shiraz Merlot.
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