04-08-09;11:32
a%
0‘*’0

Northern
Territory

Governmoent

DEPARTMENT OF THE CHIEF MINISTER www.nt.gov.au

Chief Exacutive
GPO Box 4306
Darwin NT 0801

Tel 08 89996172
Fax 08 8941 1491
Mika.bur ni.qov.au

PACER Plus FTA Section

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
RG Casey Building

John McEwen Crescent

BARTON ACT 0221

Dear SirfMadam

Call for public submissions on PACER Plus

The Northern Territory welcomes the call for public submissions and
comments on a prospective trade and economic agreement between
Ausiralia, New Zealand and the Forum Pacific Island countries,

The Northern Territory has limited trade with the Forum Islands.
However we are keen 10 explore opportunities and potential synergies to
assess general economic, trade and investment matters.

Comments on specific issues that we would like to raise include:

Capacity Building — we support initiatives that are designed to
increase the capacity of PACER countries to increase trade and
economic integration. The development of capacity could be
considered as a two-way opportunity, whereby Australian
businesses that have the potential to develop their own capacity
could be given the opportunity to deliver the capacity building
activity. Preference could be given to Australian businesses in
rural and remote locations who share similar circumstances
related to business isolation and Indigenous business .
development.

Labour Mobility — short term seasonal labour shortages are faced
by many businesses in the agricultural and tourism sectors of the
Northern Territory. We support the examination of initiatives to
overcome these shortages through short term unskilled labour
migration.



04-08-09;11:32

.
L

4 ; & 2/

-2-

Tropical Knowledge Co-operative Research ~ activities could be
explored to increase the sharing of knowledge between tropical
Australia and PACER countries, The transfer of knowledge could
lead to increase standards of living and identification of potential
commercialisation opportunities.

Education and Training — we support any initiatives that could
assist to develop education and training services, including higher
educational, vocational and specific capacity building training.’
This could include both training delivery in-country (Forum
Islands) and within the Northern Territory accredited educational
institutions.

Indigenous Business Development — the Northern Territory has
developed some unique business development models for
Indigenous businesses, specifically in rural and remote locations.
This expertise could be transferred to assist Indigenous business
development in the Forum Islands. One particular model that has
proven successful in the Northern Territory to establish a
sustainable industry sector, while preserving Indigenous culture,
is the Indigenous art and craft sector.

| look forward to hearing of the outcomes of the call for submissions and
the Northern Territory continuing to be involved in PACER Plus
negotiation discussions. Further correspondence on the PACER Plus
can be directed to Mr Brian O'Gallagher, Executive Director, Major
Projects, Asian Relations and Trade Division.




