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FEDERATION

2 September 2009 ’

The Hon Simon Crean
Minister for Trade !
PO Box 6022 T
House of Representatives

Parliament House |

CANBERRA ACT 2600

Dear Mr Crean, ’

. 3

Thf: NFF is :ﬂso heax:tt?neq to hear that whilst Fiji has been excluded from the discussions due
to internal Fijian political issues, officials in Fiji will continue to be updated as to any progress
\%ﬂl _ﬁe agreement and have an opportunity to contribute to the discussions through these
officials.

While the NFF acknowledges that commercial benefit is not the primary motivator for this
agreement, the markets that these nations represent, while small on the world stage, are vital
to our region’s development and food security. Specifically, the NFF notes the small but
important role that the PACER Plus markets play for Australian agricultural exports.

In addition, NFF realises the importance of capacity building as a focus for the PACER Plus
discussion and believes that there are many areas in which the NFF can contribute to this
process. In this regard, NFF believes that Australian agriculture can play a vital role in areas
such as worker mobility, sharing of research and development and improving adaptation
capacity within agricultural systems due to climate change to name a few.

Through our membership of IFAP (International Federation of Agricultural Producers) aI:Id as
Chair of the CGFL (Cairns Group Farm Leaders), the NFF has had extensive cxpe}ience in
agricultural policy development that will assist developing nations to grow and build the
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strength of their agricultural industries. The NFF believes that it can play a positive role in
this area and would welcome the opportunity to discuss options for engagement with AusAid
and other government agencies.

The NFF is eager to participate further with the process of exploring opportunities of mutual

benefit between Australian farmers and the PACER Plus countries, and look forward to
discussing the matter with you in the near future,

Yours sin% 4\/
BEN FARGHER

Chief Executive Officer




